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SOT Peng 


Palais *resr IN WATER SPORTS!” 


Leads the Field Again! Proudly 


presents the world’s finest air lung! 


It's here at last... the newest... the best! Incorporates all 
the experience, technical know-how and scientific engineering accu- 
mulated since the first compressed air lung! As in everything else, 
progress has finally caught up with the manufacturers of air lungs!!! 








































Healthways’ SCUBA ... conceived, devel- 
oped, perfected and produced in America is 
once again proof positive that American ingenu- 
ity, know-how and precision mass production 
methods are an unbeatable combination! Under 
our system of free enterprise everyone has the 
opportunity to make something better than the 
competition! Now Healthways has done it again! 


Healthways’ sensational new SCUBA makes 
early model air lungs, which have served 
their purpose well...now as obsolete as the 
old Model T Ford! These. first air lungs, which 
are still manufactured and widely advertised 
with much ado, have now worn thin their main 
claims to fame! 


The world’s finest scientific engineering 
and technical skill have been utilized to make 
Healthways’ SCUBA the safest, most foolproof 
self-contained underwater breathing apparatus 
ever made! 


Unbelievably low priced so that 4 
everyone can now own the best 
... Healthways’ SCUBA! 


ALTHWAYS 








oo 3669 SEVENTH AVENUE 


LOS ANGELES 18, CALIFORNIA ~" 


with positive automatic air reserve 
Can be used with any tank 
having standard K valve. 


cat. no. 1611 


yf 
Apia pa WORLD’S FINEST, MOST COMPLETE LINE OF WATER SPORTS 


Healthways’ SCUBA proves conclusively 
that the two-stage regulator of today, with its 
innumerable components and unnecessarily 
complicated internal design are outmoded and 
belong to the past! They do not breathe as easy 
nor do they afford a greater margin of safety, 
but do in truth create a greater maintenance and 
servicing problem and greater initial cost! 


Any questions or answers with respect to 
who pioneers, does research, develops and 
mass-produces in the underwater sports field 
...¢can be fully answered by the over 14,000 
dealers in the United States alone who actively 
merchandise and sell Healthways products, 
“First In Water Sports’... the world’s finest, 
most complete line! 





Healthways and the underwater sports world 
gratefully acknowledge the genius and skill of 
Sam Lecocq, Healthways own research engineer for 
underwater breathing apparatus, for the years of 
concentrated effort he has poured into the inven- 
tion and creation of Healthways’ SCUBA... truly 
an engineering marvell 











Healthways equipment is tested and 
proved under most rigid professional require- 
ments by Healthways Underwater Research 
and Development organization, as well as 
other qualified experts, aboard the famous 
SCUBA, America’s finest professional skin div- 
ing craft, which anchors in the Los Angeles 
Harbor. 


4 SCUBA Regulator 


(sold separately) 


wai 94Q95 
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INCOMPARABLE 
FEATURES! : 


° pee effortless s breathing 
osition of the div ver! 
ated & exhaling 


_ saa pres sure-comp 
yalve assures “effortless equaliz 
psolutely "° 


regardless of 


INED 
: UN 
REATHING Ph oar > uy 


ply as wit 
the LUBA the aif SU 
is fully utilized! 


















Foolproo depth-co pensate auto 
positiv air reserve engineer 4 into the 
regulator tself .- nothing ¢ adjust 
Be: nothing to eguiat no $s al expen 
ag sive res valves 1 eded on ach tank! 
& e Exclusive amazing crush hir-Fl 
oses 4 the fam 5 Hope-Page Non 
Return valve! 
e Only the SCUBA " has on ess steel 3 aircraft: 
type hose clamps makes hos! at \onger! 
e All internat ing pcr are yon ess steel 
mone high mauality chromed brass - no pos 
“ty "9 orrosion, ele ctrolysis, ‘or other 
Shemical @ tion! 
e ScUBA regulattam “ made of highest t quality 40-gauge 
brass stai inles ss steel! Yoke and yo oke screw 
are ~—¥ 
e Satin chrome finish gives the SCUBA 4 \ook of unexcelled satel and distinction! 
s Regulal® tor diaphragm |S jade of ny!o on impreenat ted with 1 neoprene 
a’ ombination ae is is unbe slievably tough yet t has 4 mazing flex- 
ibility for mgmoothest ection ever! 
e Newly engineere eae intake valve design ae turbu- 
\ence . ives s™m est, siest breathing er... all oats 
on slightest deman -"] 
e New SCUBA h harness, with quick release safety ckles, iS comfort: 
able, easy to adjust new extra wide = der straps reduce 
chafing - - "gives en ntire e unit better patance! 
Healthways’ SCUBA is packed by 4 sensati ional, 0 ne-yea tory 
unequaled ‘ifetime Se service olicy! Com mplete tae 
each - 
minimum 


pany © 
e Healthway? » SCUBA Is the ultimaks implicity has 
moving parts! This | ses n siple-free e function, mini- 
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pressed air unless otherwise specified 
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SKIN DIVER is published each month for underwater enthusiasts to cre- 
ate a further interest in skin diving and underwater spearfishing; to aid 
and advance scientific research through underwater swimming methods; 
to encourage and promote all types of activities participated in and 
caused by underwater swimming enthusiasts and to provide an advertising 
medium for manufacturers, distributors and dealers of marine products. 
All manuscripts, photography and materials are submitted free and re- 
leased for publication, becoming the property of Skin Diver, unless pre- 
vious copyrights exist. Authors and photographers should clearly mark 
all material submitted for publication so that credit may be given. The 
publishers do not necessarily agree with, nor stand responsible for, opin- 
ions expressed or implied by others than themselves. 
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Subscription Rates: $3 One Year; $5 Two Years; $10 Five Years. 
$4 One Year, outside U.S. Postal Zones. 
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Libreria Ledi, S.A. Graheme Book Co., Pty. Ltd. 
Via Cusani 13, Milano, Italy 39 Martin Place 
One Yr. Sub. Rate: 2800 Lire Sydney N.S. W. Australia 


One Yr. Sub. Rate 37/6 


MAY COVER PAINTING—’" Thief from the Depths’’, beautifully 
illustrated by John Steel, is this not-to-be-forgotten moment 
as the blue-grey streak of lightning attacks from the depths 
stealing the impaled catch from the diver’s spear. The barracuda, 
noted for his sly looks and aggressive attitude, usually stays on 
the horizon of visibility . . . . but not always. 


4 


editorial.... 


. one of the biggest events in underwater spearfishing 
tition history will happen this year after all of the regionals 
National Championships have been held—the 1957 Inter- 
Underwater Spearfishing Championships to be held at \ 
Beach, Cuba, on August 18. This event, bringing the top tea: 
all of the Americas together, will be publicized througho: 
continents and will boost the prestige of the sports tremendou 

. a letter to Underwater Sports, Inc., received with a 
bution for Florida legislation, reads: “Enclosed please find 
in the amount of $10 from the Texas City Reef Roamers. We 
stand that you need money in your fight for favorable le: 
to skin divers and we only wish that we could make it mo: 
figure that in helping you we are helping ourselves. Not just 
of skin diving vacations to your state, but for favorable le 
in our own state as well. Even though we have had no real 
as yet, we would like to see a precedent already set in our fay 

“Some of us have been diving in your beautiful water but 
few (myself included) have not had that pleasure. In fact 
planned a diving vacation to Florida this summer but in ° 
your recent troubles we have decided on Tampico, Mexico. 

“Please send us a card or a letter letting us know how 
making out. John M. Hogan, Jr., Reef Roamers, 233 Rusle« 
LaMarque, Texas.” 

Note from Underwater Sports, Inc.—‘‘We have 
many letters with money and wish to thank every one. Some < 
have sent in quarters saying they saved it from their lunch 
at school.” 

The California Council would like to organize 


“Star-Mop” on the Long Beach and Federal breakwaters « f 


Angeles . . . but have a major problem. What are they to « 
the starfish after they have been removed by divers? Starfis 
no commercial value and they can’t leave them baking in 
for all to see (and smell) . . . so what is the solution? If y« 
any sincere ideas, based on fact, write. 

. We need more club subscriptions on our mailing li 
too many clubs receive one copy per month and pass it 
during meetings. What a deal!! A token price of $3 per ye 
bring each club member his own copy every month and 
then selfishly read the magazine at his leisure, and start | 
library of back issues for reference, etc. “Skin Diver” comes 
mail box, has your name on it, belongs to you. Other tha 
selfish motive, we will appreciate it also. 

. . . Regional Spearfishing Chairmen are reminded to 
all of their events well in advance of the Nationals, tentativel 
held on August 4, 1957. 

. California Abalone divers should again take note 
current season and sizes: Limit is 5 per day; season is oper 
March 16 through January 14; 1957 California license is re 
Minimum diameter sizes—red 7”, green 6%”, pink 6’, blz 
(when you're hungry), and all others 6”; abalone irons must 
than 36” long. 
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Captain Cousteau, with physicist Emile Gagnan the co-inventor 
of the Aqua Lung, is the President and Chairman of the Board 
of the new U.S. Divers Co. For the last six years, Captain Cousteau, 
a former French Navy officer, has directed a series of oceanographic 
research expeditions aboard the ““Calypso,’ famous floating marine 
laboratory, accompanied by the world’s most experienced divers, 
geologists, biologists and underwater photographers. 


Jacques Cousteau brings a fresh, authoritative and dedicated 
approach to skin diving in America. Under his leadership U.S. 
Divers offers unmatched 
resources in experience, research 
and engineering facilities in the 
diving field. . 
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THE FAMOUS AQUA-LUNG, SYMBOL OF SAFETY 


SAFETY is the greatest single factor the diver demands in his underwater breathing equipment. 

Here are facts about the Aqua-Lung. 

@ The U.S. Navy uses the Aqua-Lung 10 to 1 over all other units combined. 

@ Hollywood has chosen Aqua-Lung exclusively for major motion picture productions. 

@ More Aqua-Lungs have been sold in the past 10 years than all other diving apparatus com- 
bined in a century. 


LET'S LOOK AT THE RECORD 


@ After 11 years and millions of hours of diving time, Aqua-Lung has a record of NOT ONE 
CASUALTY due to mechanical failure. 
@ The tried and proven Aqua-Lung, the magic name for safety, quality and dependability, is the 


pivot around which the diving industry revolves. DX 


Over- 


Pressure 


rN L// Yip 


W 


@ U.S. Divers new factory is dedicated exclusively to the manufacture and distribution of the Aqua- 
lung and the finest diving equipment available anywhere. 


AQUA-LUNG REGULATORS AND TANK BLOCKS FIT 
EVERY DIVER'S NEEDS—EVERY DIVER'S POCKETBOOK 


Our 1957 Catalog lists and illustrates all Aqua-Lung combinations. 


NOW! THE NEW AQUA-MATIC REGULATOR 1/1 /\\\\Ws 


DA NAVY TWO-STAGE REGULATOR with EJ NAVY TANK BLOCK, “J” 


\\y 


\\\ 
wy , 
X 


(AU AKUAC e 
















INN I cased digmmeunceionee $160.00 
DW STREAM AIR REGULATOR, Single Stage...................--..--------- 65.00 | 
DX OVER-PRESSURE REGULATOR, Chromed Brass Housing, 

0 ti TES IR aOR a ie ea nee ere Ore Re Pe 50.00 
DY JET AIR REGULATOR, Single Stage, Fiberglass Housing............ 45.00 
FJ2 NAVY TWIN TANK BLOCK with “J'’ Constant Reserve Valve. 

Pe Sy I IN I onc vccicnreesnrnsesccssiicenconcczccoseses . 145.00 
AM AQUA-MATIC REGULATOR, Single Hose ‘ee | 
I a mainland 29.95 


AM-DK SHALLOW WATER AQUA-LUNG. Complete with AQUA- 
MATIC REGULATOR and 71.2 cu. ft. Tank Block with ‘'K’’ Valve. 
I Se RN a cme Caan eRe. SAUNT See See ERR eae 79.95 


THE FAMOUS AQUA-LUNG — FIRST IN SAFETY! FIRST IN 
ENGINEERING KNOW HOW! FIRST IN DIVER ACCEPTANCE! 


U.S. DIVERS CO. 


11291 WEST PICO BOULEVARD LOS ANGELES 64, CALIF 
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ATTENTION 
SKIN DIVERS! 


Critics and authorities agree 
there’s never been a book like 


The Underwater Guide 
To Marine Life 


By Carleton Ray 
and Elgin Ciampi 


“A new and excellent book which 
tackles a vast subject and does it full 
justice. An unusually good field book 
for the salt water fisherman, skin 
diver or everyday student of marine 
biology.” 

—Salt Water Sportsman 


ait its fact-packed pages you'll find . 


The very latest discoveries on the biology, 
physic: al factors and zones of North 
American waters, including light, pressure, 
temperature and depth. 


Simple rule for identifying the basic plants 
““ of the sea; over 40 species of Inverte- 
brates, including sponges, jellyfish, marine 
worms and crustaceans; more than 20 
varieties of lampreys, slime eels, sharks 
and rays; hundreds upon hundreds of 
bony fishes, ranging from the exotic two- 
spined sticklefish to the common herring. 


\, A special section devoted to the art of 
underwater photography with invaluable 
tips on cameras, supplementary equipment, 
natural and artificial lighting techniques, 
color filters and camera housings. 


“A timely work of high quality. It should be 
in the libraries of all persons interested in 
skin diving."—NORMAN D. NEWELL, Prof. 
of Geology, Columbia University. 


Handsome as it is practical, the text is su- 
perbly illustrated throughout with more than 
40 black-and-white action photographs, nearly 
200 line drawings, maps and diagrams, and 
16 pages of breath-takingly beautiful color 
plates. 


“An extraordinarily ambitious undertaking and 
will definitely be useful to those who are in- 
terested in the broad sweep of marine life.”— 
DANIEL MERRIMAN, Director, Bingham 
Oceanographic Laboratory, Yale University. 


TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS 10 DAY 
FREE TRIAL OFFER 


Send for your copy of The Underwater Guide 
to Marine Life today. Study it carefully for 
10 days. If you are not completely delighted 
with it, return the book without obligation. 


A. S. BARNES & COMPANY 

232 Madison Avenue, Dept. 5764, New York 16, N.Y. 
Please send me copies of The Under- 
water Guide to Marine Life. (Price $8.75 
each.) It is understood that if I am not com- 
pletely delighted with it, the book may be re- 
turned without obligation. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


CITY ZONE STATE 


( ) Check here if you prefer to send remittance- 
saving postage. Same guarantee applies. 
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LETTERS 





Ed Miller, Director Publicity, F.S.D.A.— 

I read your report in the “Skin Diver” 
Magazine and agree with it 100%. Maybe 
I can shed a little light on why the conven- 
tional fishermen get in such a lather when 
the word spearfishing is mentioned. 

First to identify myself I am Richard Smith, 
an engineman Ist class in the Navy. My 
family lives in West Palm Beach. Before join- 
ing the Navy over eight years ago, I worked 
as a mate on charter fishing boats. I’ve also 
done quite a bit of spearfishing and fly and 
bait casting. I got started spearfishing when 
I was stationed at the Submarine Base in 
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, in 1949. I think this 
background qualifies me to look at the Flor- 
ida problem from both sides. 

After about four years skin diving in 
Hawaii, I came home on leave. Naturally I 
wanted to go spearfishing. I mentioned this 
to an old friend of my Dad’s who spends 
about six hours a day at Palm Beach pier. 
He nearly had a fit. It seems he had seen a 
spearfisherman with a big mess of snook 
bragging about the money he was making at 
twenty cents a pound. Now this is one of 
his favorite game fish. What hurt him most 
was that the fish were all full of roe. This 
roe was oozing onto the sand. My friend was 
at that moment one of the haters of skin 
diving. Later that week I was spearfishing 
when a group of skin divers swam out and 
started diving amongst the lines. It seems 
they were picking up lead sinkers to sell. This 
made enemies of a whole dockload of fisher- 
men who were up till then catching a few 
kingfish. 

What it boils down to is this: First: the 
skin divers should let the fishermen alone 
and not antagonize them, find their own place 
to dive. Second: a law should be passed 
making it illegal to sell speared fish. This 
would make the commercial people happy. 
Third: skin divers should set a high standard 
of sportsmanship. This would not only look 
well but it also feels good. Fourth: game 
hogs should be given the heave ho from the 
skin diving fraternity until they learn better 
manners. 

This letter is getting rather long, but the 
subject is kind of close to the heart. There 
aren’t too many divers up where I am now. 
I sent a letter to the governor and I hope 
this small contribution helps out. I’m caught 
between paydays and have a wife and two 
kids to feed, otherwise I’d send more. If 
anyone down there wants to talk on diving 
in Hawaii or up north here Ill try to answer 
any letters I get. 


Richard L. W. Smith ENI (SS) 
U.S.N.R.T.C., Bridgeport, Conn. 


. . . Recently, we divers of the Binghamp- 
ton, N. Y., area organized a club known as 
Southern Tier Divers, Inc. At first, our club 
thrived successfully and safe fun was had by 
all. However, due to the oncoming of sum- 
mer, about half the members have dropped 
out. We officers feel this was due to lack 
of activity in the club and have tried to figure 
out what other clubs are doing to hold the 
interest of their members. 

Any suggestions from your readers would 
be greatly appreciated. Incidently, we all read 
“Skin Diver” and think it’s the most. Keep 
up the good work!—Ernie Bell, Southern 
Tier Divers, Inc., 37 Clarke St., Binghamp- 
ton, N. Y. 





. Perhaps you can help me. | 


ving in 
the woods of New Hampshire I hav found 
very few skin divers. I know of oily two 


but three is not enough to start a club. Pos. 


sibly there are some others in New Hamp. 
shire who are looking for someone to help 
organize a club. If you know of any. ne that 
is interested in forming a club I would ap- 


preciate hearing from them. 
Charles F. Bowman 
Francestown, New Hampshire 


. I am trying to locate plans { sr cop. 
structing an underwater vehicle of te type 
that would be towed behind a pow: boat, 
If you have any such plans availab! or if 
you know of any source from whic!) such 


plans may be obtained I would ap» reciate 
your advising me and if possible qi \te me 
the cost. 

Alan E. Mueller 

157 Beverly Drive 

San Carlos, California 

Feeling that it might be intresting 

to see birth announcements from skin divers, 
I'd like to suggest that other divers end in 
some like the one in the February : sue of 


“Skin Diver”. 


A 7 


—=_ — 
AND NoW THERE ARE 
THRee OF US/ 


Nancy and Gene Parker have a daughier: 


Here’s ours for a stari-r. 





Laura Melanie, born 9:17 a.m. August 16 
—7-lbs., 13-oz. 
—and judging from her kick and lung 


power, she’s going ot be quite a skin diver!! 


I am attempting to obtain the names, 
addresses and list of equipment owned of all 
the experienced skin divers in the states of 
New York and New Jersey, for the purpose 
of making ourselves available to law enforce- 
ment agencies. 

I believe that our services to these agen- 
cies will permit society to recognize the ef- 
fectiveness, abilities and sportsmanship of skin 
diving. 

Right now I am able to cover quite a large 
area with the names that I have now, how- 
ever there has been times that I have had to 
send only a couple of divers on different jobs 
as the demand is greater than the supply. 

Could you please put this request in “Skin 
Diver” and ask that the replies be directed 
to the below address. 

I hope that you will be able to do this for 
me as I feel very strongly about furthering 
the skin diving sport in this area. 

Clair J. Parler 

Box 125 

Ridgewood, N. J. 
(Continued on page 10) 
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ONGRATULATIONS... 


THIS IS THE FIN 
THAT YOU BUILT 

































That’: right. You 
helped to build the new 
Voit Sea Hawk Fin. Your 
ideas and suggestions 

have deen built into the first 
really new swim fin to come on the 
market in more than a decade. 


Here’s the way it worked. 


During the past few years, Voit has 
asked hundreds of expert skin divers the same 
questions... 


“What do you like about your present fins?” 
“What don’t you like?” 
Let’s look at a few... 


a get foot and leg cramps if 


l use the fins too long.” 












“I walk on rocks 
Setting in and o 


“My fins wi 
I have to k 
fo get maxi 


and coral “Some big fins just add extra 
Ut of the weight without giving extra 
power.” 


Ogle in the water. 
eep my legs stits 
mum thrust," 






Voit moved the propelling 
ae back around the 
ankle, where it should be. 
Some of the stiffness is left 
out of the fin for easy, POW” 


erful flutter action. P 
SO 


, ’ AMERICA’S FINEST SWIM EQUIPMENT BY 
The curved shape and modern design of the new Voit Sea Hawk fins 

combine top styling with top performance—maximum thrust with 
minimum effort! 


The new Sea Hawk fin has the Voit name, of course, but we’re not 
ashamed to say... YOU BUILT IT... 










The new Voit Seg Hawk has 
Parallej ribbing that chan. 
nels the water off the 
keeping your kick * 


The new Voit Sea Hawk puts 
the propelling surface where 
it can deliver maximum 
thrust with minimum ‘effort. 








fin, 
Grooved,"* 























ee 





NEW YORK 11 
DANVILLE, ILL. 
LOS ANGELES 11 












A6é VOIT VIKING 
SWIM FINS 
Curved full foot pocket 


Al VOIT CUSTOM 
The Original 
Swim Fin 


A4 VOIT ADJUSTABLE 
Famous patented shape 
in adjustable style 
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NEW PRODUCTS 


VOIT SEA HAWK FINS—A dynamic new 
design which assures maximum thrust with 
minimum effort is available in the Voit Sea 
Hawk Fins which have been developed for 
skin divers by the W. J. Voit Rubber Corp. 
The newly-styled fins were designed primarily 
for the experts who desired increased power 
closer to the ankles. Another feature is the re- 
inforced parallel ribbing on the wide, flexible 
propelling surface which channels the water 
evenly. The sleek, trim fins are a two-toned 
royal blue and will retail for $8.95. 


D.. 


IWIN SPEAR I—for the diver with the yarn 
about the big one that got away. The second 
spear assures a killing shot. Made so you may 
shoot spears singularly, or two-at-a-time. Qual- 
ity machining and workmanship for the diver 
who desires the best. Price $55.00 from— 
ROBERT A. JAEGER, 9111-210 Place, Bell- 
aire 28, L. L, New York. 


DI-VEST HARNESS—One buckle harness 
adjustable to any size. No weight belt needed, 
just slip them on or off, even under water. 
The vest goes on and off with great ease even 
in a small boat tossing in rough seas. Has a 
handy compartment for snorkel and safety 
pack. Made of durable heavy canvas with 
solid brass fittings. Price $12.00 for harness, 
weights $1.00 1-Ib. $2.00 2-lb. from—GREY- 
HOUND ENTERPRISES, INC., 2303 Surf 
Ave., Brooklyn 24, New York. 


AG-X DETACHABLE-HEAD —At last a 
deatchable head that will penetrate, detach, 
and hold. Scientifically designed blade of 
rust-proof tempered beryllium copper to 
doubly insure toughness and deep penetration. 
The AG-X is supplied with a two-way adapter. 
Fits all French and Italian guns. Price, $3.95 
from your dealer or AQUA-GUN Company, 
1121 N. Broadway, Yonkers 3, New York. 


7 va 
A NEW AQUA-PAK, recently introduced by 
the Himalayan Pak Company, Monterey, Cali- 
fornia, and distributed by Healthways, Inc., 
offers an invaluable aid to skin divers. It is 
an international standard carrier for all makes 
of self-contained underwater breathing ap- 
paratus which utilize compressed air. The 
Aqua-Pak comes with attachment facility for 
one or two tanks, which can be instantane- 
ously attached or released. It is made of 
stainless steel, anodized aluminum and nickel 
plated brass. The retail price is $39.95. A 
Dual Tank Clamp is also available for $7.50. 


TWIN-JET SNORKEL is said to give easier 
breathing and clearing than conventional 
models. The snorkel has two Polythene tubes 
extending on each side of the head, offering 
good stability and security. Price, $2.50 post 
paid from—E. T. Fearon, 90 Childwall Park 
Ave., Liverpool 16, England. 


SWIMASTER ACQUIRES “LIFEGARD”’— 
All manufacturing and sales rights to the 
well-known cartridge-inflating “LifeGard” re- 
usable life preserver have been acquired by 
the Swimaster Division of Pacific Moulded 
Products Co., manufacturer of surface and 
underwater swimming equipment. Swimaster 
is marketing the item thru jobber-dealer chan- 
nels, 





ADMIRAL DEPTH GAUGE—En 
heavily chrome plated brass, this 
bourdon-tube gauge registers depths 
feet in five foot intervals. Price, $* 
tachment number I is maximum d ; 
dicator which enables the diver to rc « 
maximum depth. Also can be low r 
a line to record the depth before a d 
attachment simply replaces the pls 
lens of the basic Admiral gauge. Prix 
Compass attachment number II ¢g 
diver the finest gauge and compass ¢ } 
tion available. Compass is luminou 
filled. Price, $4.95. Total cost for t! 
and attachments $16.50 from your « 
AQUA-GUN Company, 1121 N. Br x 
Yonkers 3, New York. 


_ 


EYE-PROTECT is made by children of the 
Cerebral Palsy School in Atlanta, ‘eorgia 
and is a flexible plastic attachment to be 
worn on sun glasses to eliminate the glare 
which comes between glasses and the fore- 
head; or it may be worn on regular glasses 
indoors to shut out overhead glare. it folds 
to fit into eyeglass case; is attached easily; 
may be left on permanently or removed for 
occasional use. If used as an advertising give- 
away, name of company will be imprinted by 
the children, who do all cutting, packaging, 
counting, and bookkeeping (under supervi- 
sion). Write to: Cerebral Palsy Schoo!-Clink 
of Atlanta, 1815 Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E, 
Atlanta 7, Georgia. 


WEIGHTED GLASS HOLDERS —The 
weighted bags are filled with non-metallic 
lead shot that won’t affect your ship's 
compass. They’re of weather-resistant plastic 
fabric that wipes clean. Attractive nautical 
patterns are in two colors. Ash tray. with 
aluminum tops are $2.00 each; with st:inless 
steel tops, $2.50. Glass holders are $2.00 each. 
Pictured in Commodore’s new Free 6 ‘-page 
“Fitting-Out” Catalog, these items are avail 
able from authorized Commodore deale«s and 
from Commodore Nautical Supplies, Division 
of Commodore Uniform Co., Inc., 349 ‘road 
way, New York 13, N. Y. 
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BUY DIRECT AND SAVE $$$ 


““MAIL ORDER FOR THE UNDERWATER WORLD” 


ORDERS FILLED IMMEDIATELY—SATISFACTION GUARANTEED—WE PAY FREIGHT 
OF REE ERE RR RRO rte nema 





CO.D WATER SPECIAL! 
DRY SUIT KITS 


Reg 
$29.9 





Manu! -turer’s Closeout — Save 
1/3. Heavy Duty Rubber, salt 
water sun resistant. Kit con- 
tainin molded rubber boots, pat- 
tern, ‘ler, cement & simple in- 
struct: os. Available in front en- 
try a: pictured or two pc. with 
positi: waist seal. Specify height 
& weicnt when ordering. Quanti- 
ties ited. 

Ne. 102. $19.95 











































SKIN DIVERS 


PACK 
A must for car- 
rying all of the 
odds and ends 
that divers 
seem to accu- 
mulate. With 
shoulder straps 





and watertight 
sealing lip. 
Made to U. S. 
Navy specifica- 
tions. Will last for years. 

No. ¢ 








iia a acieaal $2.98 
AQUAPHONE 

Ingenious sound 

powered under- 

water speaking 

device. Good for 

limited communi- 


cations or for at- 
tracting attention 
underwater. Fits 
all conventional 
regulator mouth- 
pieces except Nor- 
thill. Excellent safety device. 
No. a only $4.95 
ne 
DAVCO UNDERWATER 
CAMERA AND CASE 
Eastman 
Brownie 
Holiday 
camera en- 
closed in 
durable. 
heavy duty 
plastic case. 
Ideal for 
taking underwater pictures of ex- 
citing scenes. Controls for wind 
and shutter release. Built in 
sight assures good results. 
ff eae only $17.95 











HEALTHWAYS } 
SEA LANCE | 
Finest pole spear 
mad Solid fibre 
gla Sectional for 
easy carrying. Has 
Cres:i detachable head 
and »eavy duty rubber 
slir 8S feet long. 
Excellent for beginner 
and expert alike. 


No. 36 only $14.95 
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Triple 
Tank 
Used by Cous- 
teau in filming 
“The Silent 
World.’’ Latest 
model, constant 
reserve, 2 stage 
regulator — 
132 cubic ft. 
No. 53.............only $269.95 
ES EROS mA 


NAVY TWIN 
TANK BLOCK 
Two 70 cu. ft. 
tanks with auto- 
matic reserve. 1 
stage regulator. 
Over 2 hours div- 
ing time. Ideal 
for professional 
or salvage work 
0. $194.95 
STANDARD SINGLE TANK 
Standard 70 cubic foot tank. 
Ideal for sport diving. Approx. 
1 hour diving time. Automatic 





reserve. 1 stage regulator. 

No. 16 : $129.95 
SHALLOW 
TANK BLOCK 

Ideal for women or boys. 38 


No reserve. 1 


$99.95 
NOTE: On items 15, 16, 17, 
2-stage regulator or constant re- 
serve available for additional 
$15.00 each. 


cubic foot tank. 
stage regulator. 
No. 17 





AQUA LUNG REGULATOR 





Navy-type 2 stage. 10 years 
proven performance. Used world- 
wide. Non-return mouthpiece. 
No. 18, 2 stage..........$79.95 
No. 18A, 1 stage....... $64.95 
EN A ETA NAD 
voit 
Sportsman Lung 
Single stage regula- 
tor with automatic 
- reserve. Prover 
Cousteau-Gagnan de- 
sign. Regulator fea 
tures over pressure 
breathing to save 


air. 
ee 
TE NE REESE Oy 
A RES Q PAK 
5 SAFETY FIRST 
— Emergency 
self-inflating life 
preserver. co, 
charged. Finest 
life insurance 
policy for skin 
divers. Clips onto belt or trunks. 
> aa $2.95 


my 








HEALTHWAYS NON- 
RETURN MOUTHPIECE 
Original Hope-Page non-return 
valves. Can be used with any 


regulator. A safety device that 
all tung divers should use. New 
low price. 
No. 44 . $7.50 
(for set a new “spiral hoses 
add $5.0 

BUY DIRECT 


AND SAVE $$$ 


SPECIALISTS 












SPEARFISHER- 
MAN GIANT 
DUCK FEET 
Proven best by 
unbiased tests. 
Preferred by 
U.D.T. men and 


leading divers. 
Professional and 
amateurs. High 
stretch heel. Pure 
gum. They float. Specify shoe 
size. 
No. 33 $12.95 
EE TES 


HEALTHWAYS 
Rondine Fins 





Designed by Cressi for extra pow- 
er and full foot comfort. Flexibie 
with full foot pocket to protect 
feet from rocks, sea urchins, etc. 
No. 34, size 5-7 & 7-9 $7.95 

size 9-11 & 11-13 $8.95 


voiT 

Viking Fins 
Extra size and 
stiffness for ex- 
tra power. Exclu- 
sive Churchill de- 
sign with enclosed 
foot for protection 
against rocks, etc. 
State shoe size 

Only $10.95 





No. 35 





SPEAR GUNS 


ARBALETES 


> 


Silent, Powerful. Easily reloaded 
in water. All models float when 
spear is discharged. All safety 
featured. Non corrosive. 
DELUXE—4 slings. Most power- 
ful. Center grip. Range 20 ft. 
Ss SUT scceewsninshadiaisicaiiaasill $24.95 
STANDARD—2 slings. Ideal for 
beginners. — 14 ft. 


aes $19.95 
JUNIOR—2 dane. oa size 
for boys. Range 10 f 

No. 39 $17.50 


(when ordering, specify Champion 
or Spearfisherman Terpede.) 


HEALTHWAYS CRESS! 
SPRING GUNS 


——— 


Cressi spring guns. World re- 
nowned for quality, precision, and 
balance. Highly maneuverable un- 
der water. Made of ‘‘anticorodac”’ 
metal for long life. Economical, 
no cartridges or rubbers to re- 
place. Used by U. S. and Euro- 
pean champions. New low prices. 


CERNIA SPORT—Most powerful 
gun of its type. Designed for ex- 
perts. Overall length: 69 inches. 


“*Breaks’’ to convenient carrying 
length. 
fae $29.95 


TORPEDINE SPORT — Lighter 
version of Cernia — 


ee ---$26.95 
SAETTA — Short (45 inches) , 
powerful, ideal for use around 


kelp and rocks. Good for expert 
and beginner alike. 
iy MEE seseisincsionecss $23.50 









THE 


FLOATING 
DIVERS KNIFE 

Special made floating 

stainless steel blade 

with cork handle. 

Back of blade is ser- 

rated for cleaning 

fish. With sheath. 

No. 41 $3 
Solingen stainless blade 
with cork handle and spe- 
cial compartment to add 


weight to control buoy- 
ance of knife. With sheath. 
Fe eee $6.95 
Dagger, knife combination with 
wooden handle. Stainless blade 
with sheath. 
 — ae $2.95 
SEIMEI 2 AS 2 A 
HEALTHWAYS 
& + MEDUSA 
MASK 
Finest snorkel 
a mask made. Has 
double action 


valves on snork- 
els. Comfortable. 
Watertight. New 


FROM 


Uuderwater 


SPORTS SHOP 


UNDERWATER DEPTH GAUGES 






Finest, most 
accurate of any 
depth gauge we've seen. Lumin- 





















ous dial, easy to read, rugged, 
guaranteed. 
No. 50, 0-70 ft....... $7.95 


No. 50A, 0-140 ft....... 8.95 
No. 50B, 0-230 ft..... 9.95 
Plastic wrist type to 300 ft. 
No. 49 "1. 45 


= ae 











low price. 
Ee aa COMPRESSOR 
ee dable. Portable. Rugged. 
—— built fer compressing 
SEL AQUA SNORKEL air for aqua lungs. Permanent 
filtering system. Will give years 
of trouble-free service. Econom- 
Preferred by experts. Original ical. Will pay for itself. De- 
all rubber. Will not tangle in livers 2500 P.S.1. pure air. 
kelp. IDEAL FOR CLUBS 
No. 12 Renmei nt 95 Specify gas or electric engine. 
7 aE. = te 
Egy CRESS! ee ee 
¢ - DELFINO SNORKEL 31010). 4) 
No. 22 Men and Sharks 
Exclusive Cressi mouthpiece. by Hans Hass. $3.95 
ng A and rubber. No. 23 Diving to Adventure, 
No. svcnorencnncorsnsencesee LoD by Hans Hass. 3.75 





‘\ 
g 






SQUALE MASK 
Famous original mask preferred 


by frogmen. Soft rubber. Com- 
fortable fit. Safety glass. 
No. 30 $4 





Universally accepted due te ex- 
cellent design. Safety glass. 
SSS: 


ORDER NOW! 


UNDERWATER SPORTS SHOP, DEPT. SD-5 


5914 East 2nd St., 


Please ship the following items. 


No. 24 Manta 
by Hans Hass......... $4.00 
MAIL ORDER BONUS!! All 3 
Hans Hass books for $9.95. 
No. 19 Aqua Lung Diving Ap- 
paratus, U.S. Navy Manual on 
Aqua Lungs ..............$1.95 
No. 21 Guide to Underwater 
Photography by Dimitri Rebi- 
koff. Authoritative, up-to-date 
info on all phases of under- 
water photography ......$1.95 
No. 26 Blue Continent, by Fol- 
co Quilici. Exploration and 
photography under the Red 
SI caebucoe! $5.00 
No. 27 Underwater “Spert, by 
Vanderkogel & Lardner Ency- 
clopedia of skin diving $3.50 
No. 28 Free Diving, by Dimitri 
Rebikoff. Rebikoff's latest work 
on all phases of sport diving. 
$5.00 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
USE HANDY ORDER FORM 





Long Beach 3, Calif. 
Freight prepaid (U.S. only) 























In Calif. add 4° sales tax. 

Stock No. Quantity Description Price 
Enclosed is $...... check, money order, for payment in full for 
above order. NO C.0.D.'s. Satisfaction guaranteed. 





























Underwater 
Book Shel} 


BOOK #1... 


By Dimitri Rebikoff and Paul Cherney. This new 
guide for skin divers who want to photograph 
their activities and the sights under the sea. 
All the latest information on equipment and 
techniques of submarine photography and movie 
making. Well illustrated. $1.95 postpaid. 





BOOK +2... American Seashells 


By R. TUCKER ABBOTT 


This beautiful big book, 541 pages plus 8C 
pages of color and black plates, paintings and 
drawings, covers definitive identifications of some 1500 varieties on Atlantic, Pacific and Gulf Coast 
shores. A big $12.50 value. 





BOOK +3... Skin Diving and Exploring Underwater 
By JOHN SWEENEY — 176 pages, 8 illustrations 


In this handy manual you’re told exactly, what systems, practices, precautions, and techniques the 
sport of skin diving demands. The author explains how to use flippers, snorkel, and face mask for 
simple dives, and gives complete instructions on using the Aqua-Lung and more advanced equipment 
—plus signals divers and their tenders rely on for communication. Just $3.50. 

. . . Diving for Science 


BOOK + 

By LYNN POOLE 
Here is a different book on diving—one which not only discusses diving for individual information 
and fun, but also diving as an important type of scientific research. The book discusses the very 
latest findings in the fields of underwater mineral and oil deposits, exploration of sea caves and 
caverns, charting of fish migration. and fish feeding, utilization of ocean products as food and in 
manufacture, and salvage of long-lost sunken treasure. Just $2.75. 


BOOK +5 ...A Manual for Free-Divers Using Compressed Air 
By D. M. OWEN 


The underwater diver will find in this practical and realistic book a complete guide to the mechan- 
ics and hazards of diving with self-contained underwater breathing equipment using air. This excel- 
lent book includes the first full discussion of the physiological aspects of diving; safety rules; beau- 
tiful underwater photographs illustrating the various practices; a description of new equipment and 
an extensive bibliography. One of those “must have’ books. $1.75. 


BOOK +6... The Master Diver and Underwater Sportsman 

By CAPT. T. A. HAMPTON 
Authored by the Chief Instructor of the British Underwater Centre. Explains stage by stage train- 
ing in underwater swimming, diving, self-contained air apparatus, rebreathing units, helmet diving. 
Other chapters include underwater cutting, welding, blasting, seamanship and salvage. Illustrated 
with 156 diagrams and photographs. Complete Manual $5.00. 


BOOK +7. .. Underwater Hunting 
By DR. GILBERT DOUKAN 


To adventurous spirits the leisurely dangling of bait from a fishing line is a dismal pastime. Their 
need for excitement and activity is supplied by this sport of underwater hunting which combines 
the thrill of the chase and the satisfaction engendered by the knowledge of skill well displayed. 
Whatever his fancy, Dr. Doukan provides the necessary information on what to do and how to use 
it. European Best Seller $3.50. 


BOOK +8 .. . Billy’s Search for Florida 
Undersea Treasure 
By MINERVA and RUSS SMILEY 
An educational fantasy for junior and senior skindivers. 


A big beautiful book with full-color illustrations on every page. Join Billy 
with his Aqua-Lung in search for pirate treasure. He rides on a turtle, uses 
a sea-horse as a guide, teaches true facts about fish, coral, etc. Only a few 
first edition copies left. Truly a collectors item. Just $3.00. 


Use Coupon Below When Ordering! 
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t furnish complete name and address with each order. 
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' SKIN DIVER 
| Underwater Book Shelf 
; Box 128, Lynwood, California ! 
' 
| O Book #1 — $1.95 [] Book #3 — $3.50 [] Book #5 — $1.75 
' (1) Book #2 — $12.50 [] Book #4 — $2.75 [] Book #6 — $5.00; 
0 Book #7 — $3.50 0 Book #8 — $3.00 : 
; Make all checks payable to “Skin Diver’; payment must accompany order. Please 
1! 
a 


. . . Iam a subscriber to your wonderfy 
magazine, and I wondered if you would favo, 
me by printing this letter in your next issue 
of “Skin Diver.” I have attained the age of 
23, and would like to be employed with some 
form of diving venture. I am willing to trave| 
to any country on earth, for I am sinvle with 
no hinderances. 

I have had two and one-half years 
lege with emphasis on Biology, mor 


of col- 


Speci- 
fically, comparative anatomy and mar 1 like 
The type of job I am seeking matters |ittle so 
long as it is associated with diving. I am six 
feet, weigh one hundred seventy, and i) excel. 
lent mental and physical health. I have used 
the Aqua-Lung extensively to depths of one 
hundred fifty feet, and have no fear © water 
or hard work. Diving has long been my in. 
terest, even since childhood, consequ ntly, | 
wish to follow this pursuit. 

I know that I request much of yu, but 
I know from your past help to divers, that 
you will not decline this request. Tha'k you 
very much for your help and cooper. ‘ion— 
Philip H. Wickersham, 898 Wesi_hester, 
Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan. 

Reply to Mr. Wolfe— 

The National Underwater Spearfish: ig As- 
sociation name has been changed t. “Na- 
tional Competitive Skin Diving Com mittee, 
A.A.U.” The ensignia is that of the \.A.U. 
of U.S., the same that Olympic athletes wear 
on their jackets. The U.S. shield—Ra'ph N. 
Davis. 

I am interested in using skin diving 
in an attempt to locate sea shells, particularly 
shells of the snail type, in shallow water along 
the eastern coast line and in the gul! coast 
area of Florida. Is there any way in which 
I can locate others that are interested 1 this 


same sort of activity? 


Stanley H. Hesse 
2245 Edgewood Ave., 
Bethlehem, Penn 


HELPFUL HINT | 
~» 








The management at Dive N’ Surf in Redondo Seach, 
Colif., (Bill, Bob and Bev) have solved a problem 
that is common with all compressed air stations. The 
problem of waiting for the cylinder to cool after and 
during filling to correct pressures has been remedied 
by assembling the above attachment to their water 
tank. By drilling several holes through an old Scuba 
hose, placing a stopper and hook on one end and 
then apply low water pressure in the hose they 
have a constant flow of water over the cylinder 
is being filled. This cool water running over the 
maintains an even temperature and the cylinder 
be filled quickly and efficiently without any unr 
sary loss of time. The water attachment also e 
ates splashing water over the tank fo cool it. . . no 
water on the floor or on the honds, plus . . . several 
tanks may be filled instead of just two or three in 
the same amount of time. 
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' VOIT SKIN DIVER 
g | Soft, wide face- 

F fitting surface and 

: wide head band for 







extra comfort. Deluxe 
stainless steel fittings. 
Oval shape. Deluxe 

blue or amber gum. Safety 
Glass or plastic lens. 


~~ 
* 





\ 


SERRE 









es 


Fe EL BN A BION RE RS RS a ANC ct 


Ever make a list of the features 
you want in a face plate? 

Voit did... Voit asked the experts 
and here’s what they preferred 
and what Voit offers: 







Perfect fit and seal 
Genuine comfort 
Full view oval shape 
Safety glass lens 
Top quality rubber... Neoprene or gum 
Easy clearing 








VOIT VIKING 
Tapered edges make 

this the favorite of 
SCUBA divers. Deluxe 
stainless steel fittings and 
oval Safety Glass lens. 
Light blue. 












Of course, Voit has a complete line in a wide 
variety of shapes, colors and sizes. 


Try a Voit mask and see for yourself ! 





NEW YORK 11 * DANVILLE, ILL. 
LOS ANGELES 11. 


America’s Finest Swim Equipment By 
























VOIT CUSTOM 
America’s Hy 


most 


VOIT SPECIAL 
High 







VOIT CONVERTIBLES 















ag Single and double —~d ’ \ 
: snorkel masks that . ® : popular \ 9! 
convert to standard : iti Swim / 

mask in a flash! \ Mask 
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Athletic Union 


States, the 
onship will be 
This meet 
to the participat 


Championship 


pionship medals 


ners, Awards to 


On Sunday, 


held in the 
Destin, Fla. 


will be 
opened to A.A.U 
from anywhere 


ship meet. 


individual 


furnish 


amateurs. Host 


and the 
Club, Pensacola, 


Officials are in 


FURNISHED. 


Skin 


itive 





Warrington, Fla. 












Southeastern 
Competitive Skin Diving Champi- 


the Panama City 


divers. 


tournaments. BO. 
TOURNAMENTS 
General 
tion, rules and regulations, entry 
blanks can be obtained from Ma- 
rie C. Dessell, Chairman, Compet- 
Diving, 
Association A.A.U., 602 Rue Max, 


SOUTHEASTERN 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


TO BE HELD 
JUNE 15 - 16 


Under sanction of the Amateur 


United 
District 


of the 


held in Panama 


City, Fla., on Saturday, June 15th. 
is restricted 
in the Southeastern District. Host 


to clubs 


ing teams will be 
Skin Divers Club. 
medals, A.A.U. 


shields, and team trophy to be 
awarded to first place team. Cham- 


and team trophy 


to the second and third place win- 


be presented at 


dinner on Saturday evening. 


June 16th, and 


A.A.U. Open Tournament will be 
Fort Walton Beach- 
area. 
which will be held in deep waters, 
for SCUBA 
. registered divers 


This event, 


divers, and 


in the United 


States. This is not a champion- 
Must 
3-man teams and not opened to 


be fished in 


All organized 


teams of the Armed Forces are in- 
vited to enter. These teams must 
certifications 
Commanding Officer that they are 


from their 


to participating 


teams for this event will be Eglin 
Air Force Skin Divers, Eglin, Fla., 
Channel 


“Kats” Diving 
Fla. Trophies to 
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Inter-America Underwater 
Spearfishing Championship 


Varadero Beach, Cuba 


AUGUST 18, 1957 
Sponsored by A.C.E.T.V.A. and Co- 
misién Nacional de Deportes in coop- 
eration with ASOCIACION DE CAZA- 
DORES SUBMARINOS DE CUBA and 
the INTERNATIONAL UNDERWA- 


TER SPEARFISHING ASSOCIA- 
TION. Under Sanction of the A.A.- 
D.C. 

AWARDS AND TROPHIES: Ist 
Place Team — Cuauhtemoc Perpetual 
Trophy — Trofeo CUBA; 2nd_ Place 
Team—Trofeo VARADERO BEACH; 
3rd Place Team—Trofeo MONI PIC- 
HARDO (Replica). 

SPECIAL AWARDS: Greatest Indi- 


vidual Aggregate—Trofeo C.N.D.; Larg- 
est Individual Single Catch—Trofeo 
ACSC. 

1. ELIGIBILITY FOR THE _IN- 
TER-AMERICA UNDERWATER 
SPEARFISHING CHAMPIONSHIP. 

A. All countries of the Americas hold- 
ing National Amateur Underwater 
Spearfishing Championships are cordial- 
ly invited to send the three top teams 
from their National 1957 Champion- 
ship to the third Inter-America Under- 
water Spearfishing Championship. 

B. All countries of the Americas not 
holding National Underwater Spearfish- 
ing Championships are cordially invited 
to send one three-man team to the In- 
ter- America Underwater Spearfishing 
Championship. 

C. All dependencies in the Americas 
are cordially invited to send one three- 
man team to the Inter-America Under- 
water Spearfishing Championship. 

2. AGE LIMIT: 16 years and up. 
Notarized, written permission from each 
minor contestant’s parents or guardian 
will be required. Name and date of 
Competition must be included. 

3. TRAVEL PERMITS and Amateur 
cards must be obtained from the Ama- 
teur Organizations of the countries list- 
ed in order to enter Competition: 
CANADA —A.A.U. of Canada, c/o 
James Worrall, 17 Hawthorne Ave. Tor- 
ento, Canada. United States—A.A.U. of 
the United States, c/o Daniel Ferris, 
233 Broadway, New York, U.S.A. MEX- 
ICO—M.A.F. of Mexico, c/o Manuel 





Guzman Willis, Vallarta 11, Ap :rtado 


Postal 125, Mexico, D.F. JAM. ICA- 
Amateur Swimming Council of | amai- 
ca, B.W.I. c/o Abe Issa, Harbo :r St, 
Kingston, Jamaica, B.W.I. SC UTH 


American Federation of Athletic., c/o 
Luis Galvez Chipoco, Casilla  ?ostal 
1496, Lima, Peru. CUBA—Asox iacion 
de Cazadores Submarinos de Cuba, c/o 
Capt. Armando Piedra, Calle 2 N». 122 
Miramar, Havana, Cuba. 

4. REGISTRATION: AIl competing 
personnel shall be registered by mail 
prior to August 11, 1957 by writing to: 
Capt. Armando Piedra, Asesor General 
de Caza Submarina, C.N.D., Calle 2 No. 
122, Miramar, Marianao, Havana. Cuba 
with copy mailed to: Mr. Ralph N. Da 
vis, President I.U.S.A., Los Angeles 
County Museum, Exposition Park. Los 
Angeles 7, California, U.S. A. 

5. FINAL REGISTRATION: At a 
general meeting to be held at Motel 
Oasis, Varadero Beach, 6:00 P.M., Au 
gust 17, 1957. (Alternates permitted 
only prior to start of Competition). 

6. REGISTRATION FEE: $2.00 per 
team member. Payable at Final Regis 
tration. 

SHIP BASED COMPETITION: 
(OPEN SEA) Cuban Navy Ships (P.T. 
Boats) will transport athletes, officials, 
doctors, photographers, newspaper men, 
etc. to the staging area. Contestants 
must have floats of their own. No pad- 
dles or oars permitted. 

7. COMPETITION RULES: ‘Those 
agreed by Organizing Committees. Very 
similar to previous Inter-American 
Championships. 

All countries are urged to celebrate 
their National Championships in time 
to register their competing personnel. 

Cuba is the crossroad of the Amer 
icas. Varadero Beach is known as one 
of the most beautiful beaches in the 
world. 

This Championship is organized pri 
marily by the enthusiasm of Mr. Ralph 
N. Davis, President of I.U.S.A. and 
Capt. Armando Piedra, President o! As 
ociacion de Cazadores Submarinos de 
Cuba. > 
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Scene c the 1957 Inter-America Spearfishing Championships . . . . Varadero Beach, Cuba... . 
August |8, 1957. Nations from all over the Americas are invited to compete in this bi-annual 


' 


i 


Director of the coming 1957 Championships in 
America meet in Guaymas, Son., Mexico. His Cuba is Capt. Armando Piedra. This year's 
expression reflects a successful contest between meet under his direction will see several ad- 
neighboring nations. ditional teams from other countries compete. 


Winning teams in Guaymas, 1955 .. . . kneeling around the famous Cuauhtemoc trophy is 
the first place team and current defending champions, the Long Beach Douglas Tridents; standing, 
l-t, are the three man teams of the Addicts and the Dolphins. 
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You can now capture 
Those exciting moments 
Permanently on film. 


MARK Hl for Argus C-3 $59.95 
MARK Ill for Argus C-4 $69.95 
MARK lil for the Leica $89.95 


Check These Features 


Streamlined styling with at- 
tractive hammertone finish. 
Rugged cast aluminum takes 
a lot of use and abuse. 

Precision designed, machined. 
Controls for film wind & lock, 
shutter release & cock. 

Anodized to resist corrosion. 
Port accepts flash adapter. 
Tested, guaranteed to 150 ft. 


WRITE FOR FREE BROCHURE 
DEALER’S INQUIRIES INVITED 


SEAHAWK PRODUCTS 


Box 1157, Dept. 2, Coral Gables, Fla. 
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Yeh, that’s me up there 
However, I'm not playing very fair with you: I don’t look like 
that anymore. Since last month I'm growing a faceful of whiskers 


and I only wear high-class Yachting Caps now. The mail has been 
pretty good, but that doesn’t mean it shouldn't get better. And what 
happened to all those nice photos you were instructed (only coward- 
ly columnists use the word ‘requested’) to ship in here? And here 
I was looking forward to seeing what you sexy dolls and muscle- 
type men look like. Ah, well, let’s meander down to the foaming 
mail and hurl ourselves into the comment . 


I should like to answer a letter, by Jack Letterman, that I saw 
in the FUBAR department. Jack, old boy, put your mind to rest: 
Mermaids do not exist. Positively negative. A large number of un- 
willingly single men (myself not included) have searched every 
nook and cranny of our lagoon and barrier-reef for some sign of 
seagoing femininity. And we haven't found anything even remotely 
half-woman/half-fish. The way things are going around here, we're 
just about ready to settle for all-fish if anyone comes up with a 
sure-fire prescription for distinguishing between her-fish and him- 
fish. It would be embarrassing to find that one has propositioned a 
him-fish. This place is a paradise (in all other respects): year- 
round water temperatures of 79° to 83°, plenty of turtles, lobsters, 
shell, beautiful coral, interesting wrecks and millions of fish. 

Everything but girls. Dammit. 

DON B. BELL 

Installations Engineer 
(Johnson Island AFB) 

Box 21, 

APO 105, San Francisco, Calif. 

If there are any earthy, intelligent and single-type girls read- 
ing this page—here’s your chance to write to a guy with a real 
sense of ho-ho. When he returns to civilization 'm going to have 
him handle Driftwood. 


Driftwood is the first thing I read when I pick up each new 
issue of “Skin Diver.” I like the informal comments that just hap- 
pen to appear after each letter. Matter of fact, I like the whole 
magazine. I hate to think what we skin divers would do without 
this wonderful composition of literature. Perhaps some of us 
would be diving without being “in the know.” I hope everyone 
keeps up the good work. 

LEE JOHNS 
Toledo Sub-Mariners 
Toledo, Ohio 


Litachoor? Who's writin’ litachoor? 
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You undergrown sack of lard. (Js he speaking to me?) Can't 
you give some sensible answers once in awhile? Sure, I lik» your 
column—but those answers! Just once in awhile, is all I ask Yer. 
I still like some of your answers. And here’s some advice |efore 
old D.B. Hales can catch a mackerel—RUN! 

C. KRISTENSEN 

Clackamas, Oregon 


Well, don’t just stand there. Get out of my way. 


We want to thank you for your column, which, (thou h, a 
times, pleasantly idiotic) has helped to convince the ladir— that 
they need not be “skin diving widows.” We are please _ that 
wives are coming to a heretofore inconceivable conclusior _ that 
skin diving is a worderful sport husbands and wives can enjoy 
together. Both of us have Scuba, dry-suits, ete., and such -ninor 
difficulties as living far inland, a baby daughter and a tigh’ gaso. 
line-budget—frone of which prevents us from the diving t! t has 
hecome our principal recreation. 

NANCY and GENE PAR} ER 

32 Boutelle Street 

Leominster, Mass. 


Pleasant idiot that | am—please accept my heartiest co: sratu- 
lations for staying with the most exciting, the most invig: ating 
sport in the world. 


I'm a peace-lovin’ guy and I hate seeing anybody pushed a und, 
so I've been moved to come to your assistance. Your jo (7) 
must be trying (don’t we all) when various guys insist upon 
learning the legal limit for Manta Ray—even to the ext: at of 
threatening to knock the silliness out of you (now, there's a lad 
with real aspirations). Such instances may arouse the auth rities 
to put a limit on Mermaids and result in the ruination «© The 
Last Frontier. Keep your snorkel up, kid: we still like ya 

JIM YOUNG 

The Sub-Committee 
Central YMCA 
Washington, D.C. 


Pll try. Jim. It won't be easy, but Tl try. 


Hurray for Kohler! I have read him avidly in all kinds 0: pub- 
lications, but he is at his best in Driftwood. Keep up the good 
work! Incidentally, the legal limit on Manta Ray, in Co! rado 
Lakes, is: One every 30th of February, by special permit ovily. 

R. M. (SCOTTY) SCOT’! 
1800 24th Street 
Boulder, Colorado 


Vow there’s a really intelligent reader. 


I don’t think you exist. No one man could be as funny as you 
are. I think you are a group of writers (4 or 5 of them, maybe) 
who work together—using “Kohler” as their name. Besides. noth- 
ing could be half as ugly as that thing at the top of the Driftwood 
page. 

JOE LOPICCOLO 
6911 Calhoun Avenue 
Van Nuys, California 


Look, 1 realize 'm chubby—but as for being a group . . 


We, the members of the MAD MANTAS, consider ourselves in- 
sulted! In the recent issue you said (and I quote): “Last one into 
the verbal-surf is a Manta Ray's uncle ” We conside: this 
statement to be a direct insult against our fair club. If you ever 
again make a statement like this, we'll see you receive deserving 
punishment—such as a good beating with the tail of a Manta Ray. 

GARY PASSEY 
Member, Mad Mantas 


You say it, but you never do it. 


Enclosed is a picture of my 
husband, Curtis A. Walker. He 
doesn’t know I'm sending it in 
to Driftwood. 

PEGGY MARIE WALKER 


San Antonio, Texas 






He does now, kiddo. a 
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The undersigned and several companions have recently become 
interested in skin diving and wish to know if you can give us 
gome real facts and figures, for the beginner to digest, before we 
actually take to the water. Permit me to request that letters of 
the type written by Kay Dee, of San Diego, and D. B. Hales, of 
Corvalli.. Oregon, be omitted from Driftwood in favor of those 
letters t!\at carry interest to all readers. 

BENJAMIN B. CAFFEY 

S/Sgt. AF20272622 

Barksdale AFB, Louisiana 


Afra’ you've got Driftwood confused with the more informative. 
factual «emainder of “Skin Diver.’ We don’t offer anything but 
dificul:. and nonsense, on this page. And we print letters that 
hoth p: ise and damn us. 


Wus- \-motter, boy—troops givin’ you a hard time? Here’s the 
solutio Official Fresh Water Manual, Volume VI, Section 6, 
Chapt’ One, paragraph 390: “ legal limit of Manta per 


idiot it i144 per week unless otherwise specified by the Michigan 
Society tor Prevention of Cruelty To Mackerel . . .” You people, 
out the «, show a little more respect for Kohler: he’s spent more 
time ir the 3rd grade and a few institutions than most. 


BILL BERG 
Rome, New York 


Yea! and I've got the traumas to prove it. too. 


IT lik your Driftwood page very much. And I think too many 
reader. are just stupid enough to take you quite seriously, instead 
of spot ng you for the zany you actually are. When my husband 
and | ad that blast you received from D. B. Hales—we laughed 
until ached: you certainly do stimulate the worst in people! 

DONNA CLAYBOURNE 


Pasadena, California 


Well let's just say I stimulate them, eh? 


Boy, are you slipping! I just read the article in your March 
issue -ection from the guy who wanted to know if spearfishing 
with a lung is sportsmanlike or not. It’s obvious he was serious 
(our ‘ ‘ub believes being serious is a virtue of which you are in- 
capabl’), so why didn’t you give him a straight answer? We 
think \Ir. Walsh has a point, so if the Council could regulate a 
depth (say, 35-feet), below which it is good sportsmanship to 
spear sh, all scuba divers wouldn't feel like heels. How about 
reader. writing in their opinions? 

JEFF GARDEN 


Pacific Palisades, Calif. 


{lthough Ym strictly for snorkeling and spearing sans Lung. | 
disagree with the idea of the Council regulating a depth. And 
what makes you think scuba divers feel like heels? Any scuba 
men ree with me? 


I get the definite impression, from the sarcastic way you answer 
letters, that you think you're superior in intelligence to us readers. 
Everytime you open your snide tripe-writer, your overdeveloped 
ego shows. 

ANNE KRAMER 
Detroit, Michigan 


fhihhhhhhhhhh. you peeked. 


Being stationed over here, in France, it's hard to keep up with 
stateside skin diving. The “Skin Diver” is a big help and I read 
it, each month, from cover to cover. I am planning to go on 
leave and shall be looking for some kind of skin diving station. 
here, on the west side of France near La Rochelle—preferably 
one where equipment can be rented. If you know of anyone over 
here who can help me, won't you please let me have their address? 

SP-3 J. A. STOIBER 
RA 12473760 

Fontenet Ord. Depot 
Fontenet, France 

APO 259 New York, N.Y. 

Maybe printing your letter will help. I know the address of a 
gorgeous brunette, who lives near La Rochelle, and Ill send it 
by secret mail. 


En fin for this verbal-dip into the churning tide of human opin- 
ion «nd off-beat observation. Sure would like to see what some of 
you look like. How about rooting around in that desk-drawer. 
where you keep the snapshots, and sending a picture of yourself 
with your next missive? Or, are you hesitating because you're not 
as i} indsome as I am? Well. see you on the sand. Write. 


Kohler, of kourse 
SKIN DIVER—May, 1957 








HOW TO CHOOSE YOUR NEXT WET SUIT 


Such a wide and varied collection of different-priced 
wet suits are now available, each resembling the 
others with identical ‘‘look-alike, sound-alike’’ 
claims, that it must be both a confusing and un- 
certain task for the average diver to judge and 
choose the best wet suit, the ‘best buy,"’ and to be 
really sure that he chose right. 


EDCO, the ‘‘first in the field,"’ the pioneer company 
that invented the first wet suit, holds that the EDCO 
line of wet suits unquestionably is the best on the 
market today. Here's why— 


MATERIALS—We cut no corners on material! We 
use only the softest, most pliant foam neoprene, 
each piece absolutely flawless. Neither do we skimp 
on suit details .. . the reinforcement stripping is top- 
quality while the cement, our own specially-devel- 
oped formula, binds the neoprene forever! 


WORKMANSHIP — EDCO suits are painstakingly 
made by hand by specially-selected craftsmen. (We 
require they must have a certain ‘‘feel'’ for the 
neoprene material before they are even trained.) 
This care results in the finished suit that not only 
looks good and neat, but fits snug as a sweater 
without binding or chafing, comfortable both on 
the beach and in the water. Each seam is examined 
inch by inch, three times, to insure perfect bonding. 
And EDCO suits will last for years, in like-new con- 
dition by just the minimum of care. 


REPUTATION—EDCO is the company that origin- 
ated the concept of the wet suit—the use of neo- 
prene as a heat insulator against cold water; the 
company that produced and marketed the first wet 
suit; the company that's proud of the customer sa- 
tisfaction and testimonials the EDCO suit has earned 
over the years. 


This combination of the tops in materials, in work- 
manship, and in reputation produces the EDCO wet 
suit line, which we know is unmatched by any other 
on the market today. 





EDCO Price List 





Full Suit... $75 
Full Suit—Heavy Duty.. 99 
Shorty . 45 
Woman's Short Suit 35 
Full Suit Kit . 40 


Other models — Various Prices 











Available at your dealers or write 


EDCO 


305 American Trust Company Building 
Berkeley 4, California 
























Some of the divers participating in the ‘Dark Search'’ for the missing M.I.T. student. 





These divers and others responded immediately when 


announcement was made over the radio that a water search was to be made. The two men in the boat to the left are members of the W :itham 
Police Department (Mass.). Diver facing the camera is Donald Tremblay. The men in the boat to the right are Mass. State Policemen. Diver v ilking 


away from the camera is Dick Stockbridge, assisted by Dan Gauthier. 


DARK SEARCH 


It was a cold winter night in the town 
of Lincoln, Massachusetts. A car rum 


bled over a lonely, deserted road, slowed 


down, and then stopped. Thomas 
Clark, a young Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology student, from Chicago, 


turned and 
asked several of his classmates who were 
in the car for further instructions. His 
instructions were brief: as another phase 


got out of the car, then 


of a fraternity initiation, he was re- 


quired to return to school, some fifteen 


miles away, alone, in time for class the 


following morning. Thomas Clark 
waved a confident farewell as his class- 
mates drove off—back to school. 


He paused for a moment to plan his 
next move—he was a stranger in Lin- 
coln. His eyes strained into the dark- 
ness in search of a house, a light, or a 
road. Then, in the distance, he saw au- 
tomobile headlights moving in opposite 
directions. He felt happy, for he knew 


he could easily hitch-hike a ride back 
to school once he reached the road. 
Slowly, and cautiously, he began to 
walk across the open space between 


road—the ice-covered Cam- 
bridge Reservoir, 


him and the 
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Boston Globe Photo. 


By NICHOLAS GUIDO 


He felt fortunate for having spotted 
the cars. It wouldn’t be long before 
he’d be back at school and out of the 
cold, he thought to himself. He walked 
faster. But through the darkness he was 
unable to see an open body of water, 
near the center of the reservoir, which 
had not frozen over. Without knowing 
what lay in front of him, he walked di- 
rectly into the freezing water. 

For a moment the icy water stunned 
his senses, but Thomas Clark did not 
panic. While treading water to stay 
afloat, he decided to remove his bur- 
densome clothes and to throw them on- 
tc the ice. He planned to use his 
clothes again—if he got out. He took 
off his scarf and threw it onto the ice. 
His body began to shiver. He reached 
dewn, pulled off one shoe and threw 
it onto the ice. The water seemed to 
get colder. He reached down to remove 
his other shoe, but his trembling hands 
would not respond. His mind became 
hazy; his body was exhausted and numb. 
Slowly, Thomas Clark sank beneath the 
surface of the Cambridge Reservoir. 

Back at Clark’s schoolmates 
became worried. They waited and tried 


SC hoc |, 








fears, but their «lass 
They 


tell their superiors what had happened. 


to conceal their 
mate did not return. decided to 
School officials immediately contacted 
Mr. Clark, who was in Chicago, and 
told him that his son was missing. Mr. 
Clark quickly made arrangements to fly 
to Massachusetts to help in the search 
for his son. The following day, !iun 
dreds of M.I.T. students and state po- 
licemen began a state-wide search. Some 
searched through fields, 
roads, and highways; others searched 
along the seashore, and open county 
by helicopter. 

On February 15th, while flying a few 
feet above the Cambridge Reservoir, a 
helicopter pilot spotted a scarf and a 
shoe on the very edge of the ice. The 
pilot quickly contacted the state police 
who drove Mr. Clark to the = sccne. 
With fear in his heart, Mr. Clark iJten 
tified the shoe and the scarf . . . ‘hey 
belonged to his son. It was getiing 
dark. The state police called off all 
search activities and made plans to be 
gin dragging the muddy bottom of the 
reservoir the following morning. ‘I ley 
felt certain that the boy had drown d. 


along — back 
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Early the next morning, the news 
over several radio stations. 
of Natick, eating 
preakfast and listening to his radio 
when ie heard: “The Massachusetts 
State Police will begin dragging opera- 
amediately at the Cambridge 


went out 
Ed Mitchell, 


was 


tions 

Reserveir in search of the body of 
Thoma. Clark, the missing M.I.T. stu- 
dent.” When the broadcast was over, 
Mitche!! quickly contacted Captain Rob- 


ert Michell, Commanding Officer of 
Troop \, State Police, Framingham, and 
told him that a group of local frog- 
men, th several aqua-lungs, could be 
contacted and sent to the Cambridge 
Reserv ir to attempt to locate the body 
Fd Mitchell 


of the missing student. 

convin cd Captain Mitchell that a 
group \f frogmen had the best chance 
of loca ing the body because they could 
cover large area in a shorter time 
withou. stirring up any mud. Captain 


Mitch: '| approved of the idea and in- 


forme’ Ed Mitchell that he would relay 
the in'ormation to Lt. Knightly, who 
was in charge of the dragging opera- 
tions. At 7:10 p.m. Thursday night, 
Lt. Knightly called Ed Mitchell to dis- 
cuss the necessary details. After a short 


discussion, Lt. Knightly advised Mitch 
ell to remain on “standby” and that he 
would contact Chief Cunningham, act- 
ing chief of police, Waltham Police De- 
partment, within whose jurisdiction the 
draggiiig operations were being carried 
out. 

During the short “standby” period, 
Ed Mitchell and Dick Stockbridge be- 
gan calling members of the Aquater- 
rians, a local skin diving organization. 
They wasted little time. By 11:00 p.m. 
Mitchell and Stockbridge had contacted 
four members who volunteered for the 
search 


At approximately 11:30 pm. Lt. 
Knightly again called Ed Mitchell and 
stated that Donald Tremblay, a_ well- 
known, experienced diver from Salem, 
Massachusetts, and several other divers, 
had called and asked if they could join 
in the search. Lt. Knightly asked Mitch- 
ell if the Aquaterrians would allow 
these volunteer divers to participate. 
Mitchell stated that their services would 
be gratefully accepted. Arrangements 
were then made to meet at the Cam- 
bridge Reservoir the following morn- 
ing. 

At 8:30 Friday morning, Dick Stock- 
bridge, Dan Gauthier, Jofin Morris, Ed 
Rasche, and Nick Guido, met at Ed 
Mitchell’s house, in Natick. A few plans 
were discussed while the group loaded 
their equipment into two station wag- 
ons. In a short time the men were on 
their way. During the early morning 
ride to the reservoir, the divers contin- 
ued their discussion. How long could 
they remain in thirty-five degree water? 
How deep would they have to dive? 
Would the ice limit their visibility? 
They asked each other many questions. 
Before them would be their first dive 
beneath a layer of ice. They had to be 
curious. 

At 9:00 a.m, the men arrived at the 
reservoir where they were met by Don- 
ald Tremblay, Ed Pansewicz, Bruce 
Wright, George Walgrove, and other 
volunteer divers from the Boston area. 
It was cold and cloudy; the sun was 
nowhere in sight. Cars were cramped 
along both sides of the highway; hun- 
dreds of cold, curious, spectators 
watched from the east shore. 

While the divers unloaded and _ pre- 
pared their equipment, Ed Mitchell re- 
ported to Lt. Knightly who introduced 
Mitchell to Chief Cunningham. Lt. 








Lepartment of Public Safety 


1G SS Commonwealth of: Wassachusetts 


1010 Commonwealth Avenue, Boston 15 


March 5, 1956 


In connection with the recent search 
for Thomas L. Clark, the missing M.I.T. student, 
I would like to express my appreciation to you 
for the splendid work that you performed. 


The courageous and invaluable assist- 
ance rendered by you and the other "skin divers" 
was a great service not only to the Massachusetts 
State Police but also to the parents of the unfor- 
tunate victim and the authorities of the Massachusetts 


Institute of Technology. 


Through your cooperation, the search was 
brought to a much speedier conclusion than could have 


been realized otherwise. 


Very truly yours, 


Ci ple 


Otis M. Whitney, 


OMW:S 


Commissioner of Public Safety 


A copy of the letter of appreciation received by each diver that aided in the ‘‘Dark Search" 
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Knightly then pointed to an open body 
of water, approximately 200 yards from 
shore, and suggested that the divers be- 
gin searching directly below the edge of 
the ice where the scarf and the shoe had 
been found. Chief Cunningham then 
authorized the frogmen to take charge 
of the entire underwater-search pro- 
gram. The services of the Waltham Po- 
lice Department and the Lexington 
Fire Department were made available 
to the divers. 

At 9:50 a.m. Donald Tremblay and 
Dick Stockbridge were ready to begin 
the search. Each man wore a dry suit 
and several layers of heavy clothing un- 
der his suit to act as insulation against 
the icy water. As a safety measure, 
suggested by Tremblay, a safety line was 
attached to the waist of each diver in 
order to aid the diver in locating his 
place of entry into the water—a large 
opening through the thick ice. 

The two divers were taken to the 
diving area in two boats which were 
dragged over the ice and then pushed 
into the water. Three men manned 
each boat: a police officer, equipped 
with a walkie-talkie unit, an oarsman, 
and a man to manipulate the safety 
line attached to the diver. Two other 
divers, Ed Rasche, and Nick Guido, re- 
mained on “standby.” Dan Gauthier 
and John Morris volunteered to handle 
the safety lines. 

After searching for twenty minutes, 
Dick Stockbridge was lifted into a boat, 
returned to shore, and taken to a heat- 
ed rescue truck made available by the 
Lexington Fire Department. In_ this 
truck, each diver was allowed to un- 
dress, and was then given his choice of 
hot coffee and doughnuts or hot soup 
and crackers. Stockbridge stated that 
the underwater visibility was limited to 
less than five feet. When asked why he 
had surfaced, he said, “The water’s too 


cold ... my hands were turning blue.” 


Stockbridge was quickly replaced by 
Ed Rasche. But while entering the wa- 
ter, Rasche’s rubber suit was torn by a 
jagged piece of ice. With his suit par- 
tially filled with thirty-five degree wa- 
ter, Rasche searched, with Tremblay, 
for ten minutes before the icy water 
forced him to surface. In a short itme, 
Rasche, too, was enjoying the heated 
compartment of the rescue truck. 


During the next several hours, the 
value of teamwork was realized by the 
small of divers many 
spectators. Beneath the ice, divers 
searched for the body in pairs thus 
eliminating many possible hazards. On 
shore, other divers constantly checked 
equipment, helped “standby” divers to 
dress, and comforted those divers in 
the rescue truck who had searched for 
the student. 


(Continued on page 35) 


group and_ by 
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472 pounds, 7 feet, 7 inches long . . . largest fish to be landed on the Texas coast by underwater 
spearfishermen. Lone star state giant black sea bass required the combined efforts of two boats, several 
spearguns, many hours of underwater chase and a good barracuda scare before he was, at last 
landed. Divers above are, |-r, Bob Jones, Delos Finch, 111 and Delos Finch, Jr. ‘ 





by Delos Finch Ill. 


Texas divers, following tradition, land a big one! 
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bout ninety per cent of 
Texas spearfishing activities takes place 


at Por’ Aransas, Texas, on the Gulf of 
Mexic:: and were it not for the sloping 
beach: of very fine sands, which causes 
the su: to be rather murky during most 
of the time, this area would truly present 
a spea fisherman’s paradise. There is a 
wide \iriety of fish to be taken and a 
numb:: of species in great abundance. 
Those most pursued by the spearfisher- 
man snook, redfish, jewfish, sheeps- 
head nd mangrove snappers. Sharks, 
mant: rays, and sting-rays are frequent- 
ly encountered. At times hundreds of 
tarpo may be seen in a single dive. 


A ;revailing south wind keeps the 
ither murky or muddy during 
ialf of the time. Strong currents 
and «xtreme tides work to our 
detriment. On I have seen 
water muddy for a mile out to sea from 
the end of the jetties and then become 
The re- 


wate! 
about 
also 

occasions 


crysta' clear four hours later. 
verse of this also is true. Yes, this body 
of water, which is bountiful with fish, 


is capricious and fickle and our spear- 


fishin: excursions therefore must be 
made on the spur of the moment after 
receiving a favorable report by long 
distance call from one of our friends 


at the port. Even then conditions some- 
times change during the three hour ride 
from San Antonio. 

To the Texas skin diver visibility of 
fifteen feet is considered fair, 25 feet 
very ood and 50 feet excellent. August 
is the best month as the winds are usu- 
ally lighter during that month and also 
the fish are more abundant. Two rock 
jetti« s 
extend a mile out to sea comprise the 


bordering a ship channel, which 


most popular area for spearing in the 
Port \ransas locale, however, there are 
several off shore oil rigs in 30 to 100 
feet depths which afford excellent spear- 
ing and which may be explored by those 
fortunate enough to have available a 
seaworthy boat. A few sunken ships 
and old docks make up the rest of the 
suitable spots for spearing. 

Chick Mueller and I began spearing 
in the Port Aransas, 1950 and 
to our knowledge there were no other 
spear fishermen 
spearing those waters. 
year. we have taken many hundreds of 
fish ilong the coast, most of them at 
Port Aransas. The jewfish has become 
cur nain target and a log kept of every 
outi ig reveals that 17 of them weighing 
ove: 100 pounds each have been taken 


area in 


who preceded us_ in 


In the past six 
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by us during the past few years. In Au- 
gust of 1955 we speared and landed a 
274 pound jewfish which established a 
record for the Texas Coast and that 
record remained intact until July of 
1956. 

Our most exciting and thrilling trip 
took place on July 27th, 1956, when my 
father, his diving partner Bill McCol- 
lough. Bob Jones, Bob’s father Dr. 
Jones and I decided to make a trip to 
the nine mile oil rig after seeing that 
the water around the jetties was too 
murky for diving. This oil rig is nine 
miles south of Port Aransas and three 
miles off shore. The closer we came to 
the rig the clearer the water 
After tying up to the structure one of 
the workers on the rig asked that we 


became. 


snub a rope to a lost anchor which was 
lying on the bottom at one end of the 
rig. On with the lungs and over the 
side, lying on the surface I could see 
coiled cable, shells and many other ob- 
jects on the bottom 68 feet below. The 
water was clearer than I had ever 
it in six years of diving. Bob 
pointed out the anchor and we began 
our descent. The usual 
ears clearing and the releasing of the 
slight pain was really an enjoyable ex- 
perience after having been out of the 
water for almost a month. A large rope 
drifted lazily down within a few feet of 
us and I snubbed it to the anchor, gave 
three short tugs and then turned away 
from that task to survey the area. Bob 
was already excitedly pointing toward 
the center of the oil rig. 


seen 
Jones 


noises of my 


Seemingly suspended in air, at a point 
about 20 feet from the bottom, a huge 
jewfish hung motionless. Taking stock 
of the rest of the area I was surprised 
to see that the thousands of other fish 
around the rig were 
ably less than three pounds each. As 
we finned our way cautiously toward 
this giant of the deep he moved not a 
muscle, just rolled his big eyes toward 


very small, prob- 


A good afternoon catch 


divers, I-r, 
and Chuck Mueller landed these snook, reds and jewfish in only ‘‘fair’’ 


us. I was carrying a gas gun which I 
cesigned and built and since this was 
to be my first try with the gun one may 
well imagine my fears as to its capabil- 
ities. Bob had my arbalete with which I 
had taken a 254 pound jewfish in the 
same spot the year before. We had 
planned that upon seeing a large jew 
fish that I was to first try for a brain 


shot. I was in range now if he would 
only not move. I inched my gun for- 
ward and shifted it to the left so that 


the spear head was pointing just be- 
tween his huge eyes. A tremendous 
thump of his powerful tail and he was 
instantly out of range. 

The moment's hesitation had cost me 
a brain Now he 
playing with us. Up and down, around 
and around the pilings we followed 


There almost 


shot. seemed to be 


lim. seemed to be a 
smile on his face as he turned his great 
head from side to side looking at us 
out of his saucer-like 
suddenly rush at us only to turn behind 
a piling before I could swing my gun 
into position. We had used a substan- 


eves. He would 


tial amount of our air supply and I 
knew that it was imperative that we 
shoot soon or else we would be out of 
air before we could land him. 

Bob was following him behind a large 
piling and I quickly swam around the 
other and 
he emerged from the opposite side I 
squeezed my shaft off and into his barn 
door like side just behind the gill. His 
expression truly changed from one of 
amusement to that of horror. He paused 
then started off slowly. At 


side waited motionless. As 


momentarily 


this time Bob then released his shaft 
striking the monster between the eves 
but one twist of his head and the 3/8th 


inch steel snapped like a pretzel. Bob 
dropped his gun as the fish exploded 
and took off like a mad bull. I actual- 
ly felt like I was trying to hold onto 
an automobile. Bob grabbed the cable 
(Continued on page 20) 


Paul Loyd, Dee Finch, Phill Castilloux 
water. 


Total combined weight is 360 pounds. 





































Big One 
Under the 
Oil Rig 


(Continued from page 19) 


as I passed by and went 


around the pilings. 


away we 


For a short time the speed of the fish 
was so great that we had to hold onto 
our face plates to prevent the onrush- 
ing water from tearing them off. He 
went through his variety of acrobatics 
in an attempt to free himself from the 
spear. The cable attached to the spear 
was 1500 pound test and I had made it 
cnly seven feet long to prevent its be- 
coming tangled in the pilings. I had 
previously seen smaller jewfish get the 
cable hung solidly and then snap it like 
a thread. 


After about five minutes of dragging 
two men through the water the fish be- 
gan to tire and he slowed down and 
headed for the bottom and lodged him- 
self in a V enclosure formed by two 
large pilings. At this time I untied my 
gun from the cable and I motioned to 
Bob to keep the cable tight while I 
worked down it toward the stricken fish. 
When I reached the fish I could tell 
that the spear head had become rather 
loose in his body cavity. Grasping it 
firmly I began to agitate it as hard as 
I could and he instantly took off with 
me hanging on and jabbing the spear 
with all of my might in an attempt to 
strike his heart. 


Suddenly I noticed that it was becom- 
ing extremely difficult for me to breathe 
and upon reaching around to open my 
reserve I found that it was already open, 
I had forgotten to close it when I had 
filled my lung. By this time the huge 
fish was exhausted and in sign language 
1 informed Bob of my trouble and we 
both made a supreme effort to surface 
the monster. Grabbing the spear in 
one hand and inserting the fingers of 
the other into the eye sockets of the fish 
we pumped until we slowly neared the 
surface and it was almost within reach 
decided that he 
wanted to go back down. I motioned 
to Bob to stay with him as long as he 
could and I then let go and shot to- 
ward the surface. Ripping my mouth 
piece out I gulped in lungs full of 
fresh air and returned to the boat where 
I unloaded my lung. 


when our passenger 


I then returned to the area in all 
haste with the thought of trying to as- 
sist Bob by skin diving. As I lay on 
the surface all that I could see were 


20 


great clouds of mud enveloping the 
bottom area of the rig and then below 
and a little to the left of me Bob came 
out of the mud drifting slowly toward 
the surface. | took a deep breath and 
dived down to meet him . . . pointing to 
his mouthpiece he made it clear that 
he too was out of air. 


After we returned to the boat Bob 
informed me that the big fish appeared 
to be dying between the V enclosure 
formed by the two pilings. We then 
learned that my father and Bill McCul- 
lcugh had been snorkel diving above us 
during the entire encounter and that 
they had a ring side seat but were un- 
able to skin dive to our depth and give 
us a hand. Bob and I had been so in- 
tent on surfacing the fish that the 
thought of blood from the fish attract- 
ing sharks or barracuda did not even 
occur to us. My father had shot a large 
chunk from the back of a barracuda 
which was about 414 feet in length and 
which had been cruising around in the 
area just above us. Also Bill had spot- 
ted a large shovel nose shark at a point 
about 150 feet from where we 
were with our titan-like 


away 
struggling 


friend. 


Alter talking the matter over we de- 
cided to go to Port Aransas as quickly 
as possible and to then return to the 
rig with a fresh supply of air. After 45 
minutes of pounding spray we entered 
the harbor, an exhausted bunch, and 
we just did not have it in us to ride 
back to the rig in the heat and heavy 
sea which had come up rather suddenly. 
However after a shower and a delicious 
meal prepared by Mr. Jones we began 
to talk about that big fish dying down 
at the rig. 

After hearing our story Dr. C. C. 
Shotts offered to take us back to the rig 
in his boat, the “Los Amigos,” a 26 foot 
cruiser. By this time our enthusiasm 
was up again and we jumped at the 
chance to return to action. Our lungs 
were refilled and placed in the “Los 
Amigos” with our other equipment in 
record time and in a short while we 
were again pulling up alongside the 
structure of the rig. By this time I was 
convinced that nothing short of a mir- 
acle would enable us to find the giant 
once again and then land him. 


I toppled over the side of the boat 
and the moment the bubbles cleared 
I could see him, in the same spot where 
we had originally come upon him, and 
now the cable trailed from the spear 
which was embedded in his side. A 
splash to my left told me that Bob had 
joined me and the moment that we 
started our descent the jewfish whirled 
toward us but in a flash turned off in 
the other direction. We must have been 
50 feet away when the chase started and 
I believe that he associated the noise 





of our breathing with danger a: he 
again went around and around the pil- 
ings in his attempts to lose us. 


However he tired rather quickly and 
as he slowly passed directly below me 
I aimed my spear head directly bet. cen 
his eyes and pulled the trigger only 
to have the gun misfire. I found that 
a safety valve had blown on the re urn 
trip and all of the gas had escaped ‘rom 
the gun. I then placed my gun na 
rig cross support and began to fc low 
the fish. Several times he allowec me 
to get close enough to almost touc! the 
trailing cable but then he would sive 
a sudden lurch and the cable w vuld 
whip out of reach. It looked as th ugh 
we would again exhaust our air su: ply, 
I stopped behind a piling in the | ope 
that Bob could drive him by and na 
few seconds he came around the p ing 
and I was again connected to our }) ize. 


Bob joined me after a short ride ind 
once again the ruler of the rig he ded 
for the V shaped enclosure and @ :ain 
Rob held the line while I worked my 
way down it and I then repeated the 
process of jabbing the spear back and 
forth. Suddenly his whole body s! ook 
and great clouds of green subst :nce 
gushed out of the wound. I reai zed 
that the green color was due to our 
depth and that it was actually blood. 
I had finally pierced his heart. 1 br. ced 
my fins against one of the pilings and 
pulled on the shaft with every ounce of 
my strength. Slowly he came out o/ the 
enclosure. He was exhausted and de- 
feated but no more so than Bob and I. 
The spear was now protruding {rom 
both sides and I grabbed onto one side 
and Bob the other as we slowly pumped 
toward the surface. We knew that it 
was now or never and just as our air 
supply was about gone we broke the 
surface with him. I roped the cable 
around a cross support which was only 
partially submerged and we both waved 
for the boat. 


Shortly we had our prize secured to 
the boat and Bob then used the rem:in- 
der of his air to return and retrieve my 
gun. While returning to Port Dr. 
Shotts radioed ahead about our catch 
and quite a crowd had arrived by the 
time we made port. With plenty of 
volunteer help we weighed and mea- 
sured the 472 pound, 7 feet 7 inch long 
fish which set a new spearfishing Texas 
Coast record. This fish broke a record 
set by Guy Allison and Jerry Rote just 
two days previous with the spearing of 
a jewfish of 466 pounds and the spcar- 
ing of that fish had broken the record 
which Chick Mueller and I had set in 
1955 with the 274 pound jewfish. Rec 
ords are made to be broken and we 
will of course keep sizing up those »ig 
ones whenever old man wind and »\ld 
lady tide allows the water to rest. >» 
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)peration Swordfish 


The ‘ nderwater Engineering Unit of 
the Pe: vbscot Chapter of Civilian De- 
fense «itered the near-freezing waters 
of Maine to feature in the first frog- 
man ai.ack on an American city, Ban- 
gor, M ine. 

Mem vers of the Maine Divers Associ- 


ation, cd by Donald Peters, entered 
the Pe: obscot River carrying a 500 Ib. 
“bomb The operation took the in- 
vading ‘rogmen up the Penobscot into 


the K. iduskeg River tributary which 
flows t rough the heart of Bangor. 

We before the actual operation, 
M.D.A. President, Don Peters of Bucks- 


port, « ntacted C, D. Headquarters and 
propos‘d the plan of using the frog- 


men i: their forthcoming C.D. Test. 
Civilian Defense Officers discussed the 
idea, and on October 25th, gave it the 
green ‘ight. 

Whereas the Maine Divers Associa- 


tion has only Scuba divers in its ranks 
now, the selection of a team for this 
joint \rmed Forces, Civil Government 
and Civilian Defense operation was ex- 
tremely difficult. After a complete sur- 
vey of the Associations records, seven 
men were finally chosen to carry out 
the planned operation. The men were: 
John Cayford, Wayne D. Smith, 
Richard R. Bishop, and Peter Merritt. 
Jon Merritt served as a stand-by diver 
and kdward Guernsey, Jr. was Field 
Director. 

The plan was set for a four-man 
frogman team to enter the Penobscot 
River. One man was to “blow up” the 
newly constructed Bridge No. 1 
(Bangor-Brewer). Richard Bishop was 
given this assignment, He entered the 
water at Point X-3 assisted by Ed 
Guernsey, Jr. Peters, Smith and Cay- 
ford were to swim underwater carrying 
the “bomb.” Their destination was to 
blow up Bridge No. 3 completely jeopar- 
dizing all down-town traffic. Smith was 
to leave the party, place a small charge 
under the R. R. Bridge and the Bridge 
No. 2, then rejoin the other two divers 


at Point X-2. Then the trio was to 
transport the bomb underwater to 
Point X-4 where Cayford was to dis- 


embark alone, cross the river under- 
wate:, place a charge under the Merrill 
Trus' Bank Building and the pilings 
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of Bridge No. 3. Upon completion of 
this task, he would rejoin the men with 
the bomb. But, before the bomb could 
be planted, the divers handling it are 
to be spotted. 

Defender Frogman Peter Merritt en- 
ters the water at Point X-5 with the 
assistance of the Bangor City Police 
and Fire Departments. The Police Boat 
is dispatched from the dock at Point 
X-6. With the help of Police and de- 
fending Scubaman, the trio of under- 
water invaders are captured with their 
intact. This was the plan and 
timing was of the utmost importance. 


bomb 


During the following week, all the 
diving gear was checked by the men. 
Being November and Maine, the opera- 
tion called full length 
suits, the best of Scuba equipment and 


for dry-type 


the tops in physical fitness. Tides were 
checked; exact swimming distances were 


calculated and top secrecy was main- 


tained concerning the underwater raid. 


John Cayford, Don Peters, Wayne Smith and Peter Merritt—all 
Underwater Engineering Unit of CD, from the ‘‘Maine Diver's Association’’. 


bomb" is only a prop. 


= 
x 


| 


| >, 










by 
john 
cayford 


1200 hrs: Diving team assembles and 
prepares itself. 

Field Director Guernsey 
the complete operation while the divers 
dressed. 

1340 hrs: Team leaves for jumping 
off points. 


went over 


1400 hrs: Team fully dressed and 
ready to enter the water. 

1407 hrs: Bomb arrives from Fort 
Williams. Portland, Me. Delivered to 


Point X-1 by C. D. Officials. 

1411 hrs: Team enters the water and 
starts underwater operation. 

1429 hrs: Smith leaves team to plant 
charges on the R.R. Bridge. 

1436 hrs: Bishop enters the water at 
Point X-3 to set three charges under 
Bridge No. 1 pilings. 

1441 hrs: Smith rejoins team at Point 
X-2. 

1453 hrs: Cayford 
Point X-4 to cross river. 

1457 hrs: Charge planted on Merrill 

(Continued on page 33) 
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Sub-Aquas Bill Hall, Alec Black, Walt Deas and David Dye watch the birdy during their recent 
‘ ’ C 
d og 


holiday to Loch (Lake) Broom. 
see 
wo! 


Hoot, Mon—We': 
Had a Holiday!) 


tak 
of 


a the 
We have just completed our s¢ ond 


trip of exploration and skin diving t tra 


By WALTER a DEAS the West coast; this time near Ullapool tor 
on Loch Broom, Scotland. a 
ni 


Taking part in this year’s adveniures He 









Dundee Suib-A 11a ¢| h were Bill Hall, David Dye, Jeff Wi'son, les 
q ll Alec Black, my wife Jean and myself. | 

We left Dundee in brilliant suns)ine “? 

but in Ullapool next morning we vere va 

greeted by heavy rain. Camp was pit hed - 
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four miles north of Ullapool on the 
south side of Ardmair bay. At six a.m. 
on that same morning we ventured into 
the clear water, the visibility being ex- 
cellent up to fifty feet. The sea bed was 
rocky and covered with white sandy 
patche while over the whole area grew 
many different types of seaweeds. Fish 
met included Dogfish, Pollack, Mullet 
and Wrasse; while the depth of the 
water ringed from ten to fifty feet. Later 


that dey excitement ran high when Alec 
speare’’ a large Thornback Gray. The 
spear |1¢ used was only for small fish. 


He landed his catch and after being in 
the weter for about another minute he 
made iis way back to the shore with 
anoth: large ray. Each of these fish 
weigh 1214 lbs. and they are the 
largest caught by any club member. On 
exami: ation of the stomach of these 
fish, number of small crabs were 
found. Alec then attempted to cook and 
eat hi: catch but without much success. 

On ‘he Tuesday I speared two Dog- 
fish, one of which gave a lot of trouble 
as I mide my way towards the shore . .. 
each wcighed 314 Ibs. These and other 
fish c:ught were cooked over an open 
fire, while previous to this we had dis- 
covere:| in the stomach of one, a small 
octopt 


* * * * * 


Night Patrol 

That evening we baited a large sandy 
patch of bottom, which was in about 
ten fect of water, with a large piece of 
dogfish) and the remains of the rays, to 
see if any of the large fish, like sharks, 
would venture inshore to feed. Bill and 
I patrolled this area till late. Although 
it was quite dark above the surface we 
could see about twenty feet underwater. 
We had to give up because of the cold 
and only the crabs were feeding on the 
bait when we left. 

During the night the tents were near- 
ly lost due to the fierce gale that sprang 
up. This fortunately did not last long as 
tents further around the bay were blown 
down 

When we were not diving we visited 
the fishing town of Ullapool. The name 
Ullapool is Norse, meaning Ullo’s 
Homestead. In 1783 the British Fishery 
Society built the town as a centre for 
herring and cod fishing, and during re- 
cent years it has again become a busy 
fishing port. The fish landed here are 
taken by lorry across Scotland, by way 
of Garve and Inverness to Aberdeen and 
the large cities. 

In the summer Ullapool is an at- 
tractive place and a mecca for many 
tourists. There are a variety of Hotels 
and Boarding houses and also a Youth 
Hostel. For those that like exploring on 
land as well as under the water, there 
are brooks and ancient forts not far 
from Ullapool and the surrounding 
countryside offers wonderful hill climbs 
and picturesque walks. 
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Towards the end of the week we went 
in search of a drifter sank before the 
war, but on the Thursday the water was 
choppy and it rained most of the time, 
and we could not find the wreck. The 
next day the sun broke through and in 
the morning we added a few sea urchins 
and starfish to our collection, and while 
we were diving some people were walk- 
ing along the low tide mark looking for 
amethysts, cornelians, and moss agates. 
Seemingly this part is quite well known 
for them. 


In the afternoon we again set out to 
look for the wreck and this time we had 
the help of Arthur B. Hopkinson, a 
keen underwater enthusiast from Leeds, 
who is working in Ullapool. It was 
Arthur who had first found the wrecked 
drifter. Alec and I swam behind the 
boat we had been loaned as it was 
filled with our breathing apparatus. As 
I was towed gently along behind the 
boat the cabin of the wreck loomed up 
in front of my eyes. I shouted to the 
others and dived. 

Here before us lay our first big wreck 
and it was a magnificent sight. She lay 
in about thirty feet of water (low Tide) 
and as I hovered over the cabin a large 
conger eel oozed out of a hole in the 
cabin and glided down to be lost in the 
shadows of the hold. 

Mantle of Weeds 


* * * * ¥ 


We swam about without our breath 
ing sets so as to survey the ship. She 
lay upright, still in quite good shape 
and swathed in a green mantle of weeds. 
Large reddish sea urchins clung to her 
sides. After strapping on our ‘lungs we 
set out to explore the hull. We dived 
and swam, no longer tied to the surface 
for the want of air, with the fish that 
swarmed near the wreck. Alec made for 
the cabin: it held nothing but a large 
lantern, corroded and tarnished. <A 
conger eel swam through a hole in the 
stern to see who had invaded his do- 
main, but he retreated to the 
depths of the ship. Many fish were en- 
countered throughout the wreck and a 
large shoal of fish let us journey right 
through them without them seemingly 


soon 


appearing afraid. 

When a harpoon gun was taken into 
the water the larger fish kept clear as if 
they knew its purpose .... this is not 
the first time we their 
‘fear’ of a gun. 


have noticed 

As our air supply diminished, we had, 
regretfully, to leave ‘our’ wreck. 

This area has more possibilities as two 
large sailing vessels and a whole fishing 
fleet have foundered in the vicinity. 

Saturday came all too soon and we 
had to leave. Our thoughts will dwell 
on a wonderful holiday and a_ very 
fruitful expedition. >» 





Left: Walt Deas checks his pressure-gauge. He 
was first to spot the sunken drifter. 


Right: Jean Deas, lady-member of the expedi- 
tion, takes a breather after some plain and 
fancy snorkeling. 


Top: David Dye displays 12'%-pound Thorn- 
back Ray speared by Alec Black. Black tried 
cooking his catch, but gave it up as poor 
eating. 


Bottom: Walt Deas exhibits Dogfish speared in 
Ardmair Bay. Visibility was reported excellent 
with depth range of 10 to 50 feet. 








Italian Divers... . 


Seek 
Solid 
Gold 
Column 


















The diver in the photographs 1: this 
page (Roberto Merlo) sends wor of a 
recent underwater expedition which dis 
covered and investigated the remnants 
of the ancient Temple of Hera Lacinia 
at Crotone in Calabria, Italy. 

This Temple (according to historical 
tradition) possessed several coluimns- 
one of which was supposedly mace of 
solid gold. The thought of a heavy and 
(probably) huge, solid golden column 
lying only a few feet below the sea’s 
surface would be enticing enougl: lure 
for almost any diver. Consequently, the 
determination and enthusiasm of the 
Italian divers is understandable. 

Hampered by heavy seas and « low 
water-temperature, these divers have, 
nevertheless, discovered and recovered 
many scientifically important relics fron 
the area in which the semi-submerged 
Temple lies. In addition to the en- 
crusted vases found, the diving teams 
have spotted columns, bases and crum- 
bling steps on the bottom. But these 
must lie quietly (as they have for cen 
turies) until decent weather and water 
conditions permit further exploration 
and deeper penetration into the Tem- 
ple’s underwater site. 

Some of the skilled divers participat 
ing in this exciting venture: Victor De 
Sanctis, Ruggero Jannuzzi, Carlo Bilotti 
and, of course, Roberto Merlo, who sup- 
plied us with this fascinating item and 
the pictures. >» 
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‘Once Over 


AGHT 


NEWSPAPER 
COLUMNIST 


(Ed. note: “Once Over Lightly” is a popular 
daily column written by Paul Light for the 
St. Pau! (Minn.) Pioneer and Dispatch. Mr. 
Light’s excellent choice of words in describ- 
ing his first trip underwater with Scuba im- 
presse’) Fred Mohl of the Cornelius Com- 
pany and he in turn thought that “Skin Div- 
er” readers would enjoy them also. We have 
since learned that Gene Betz of Midwest 
Skin Diving Supply Co., St. Paul, a promi- 
nent figure in this column, has started a div- 
ing club at the local Y.M.C.A. The sub- 
title for this column is “For the Frogs”.) 


For some strange, restless reason man 
is seldom content with his own environ- 
ment 

And so he climbs mountains, soars 
skyward in balloons or airplanes, grubs 
around in caverns and even invades the 
silent realm of the underwater world. 

It’s this urge for submarine adventure 
which has given rise to the latest and 
fastest-growing of sports, skin diving. 

a a 

Just a week ago, barely ahead of the 
blizzard, I left a cloudy sky and a raw 
northern wind above and slipped under 
the surface of a lake for a half-hour 
journey in the green underwater world. 

It all came about when a professional 
skin diver, Gene Betz, 82 E. Jessamine, 
phoned and wondered if I'd like to go 
swimming with him. 

“Swimming? This time of the year?” 

“Certainly, Paul,” said Gene, “Skin 
divers, like golfers, know no season.” 

Gene and I met on the sandy shore 
of wind-whipped Square lake. It’s north 
of Stillwater and known by skin divers 
in the Twin Cities as one of the clear- 
est lakes in Minnesota. 
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Betz and recovered plane. 


“Take off your Clothes, Paul,” ordered 
Gene, matter-ol-fact. 

“Out here right on the beach?” 
nodded. It skin 
soon lose whatever false modesty they 


Gene seems divers 
once had. ‘They strip down to ‘T-shirt 
and shorts on any beach, Gene explains, 
and then don two suits of long under- 
wear, a waterproof rubber suit, mask, 
fiippers and finally, the hour air tanks. 

Gene handed me the rubber suit dust- 
ed liberally with talcum powder inside 
so it will slip on easily. It’s absolutely 
waterproof ... or at least, it had bet- 
ter be. 

Now for the weights around the belt, 
a series of circular chunks of iron 
threaded on a belt which can be re- 


leased from the body in an underwater. 


emergency by a quick, simple turn of 
the buckle. 

Next you don the swimming flippers, 
then the face mask and the compressed 
air tanks which fit on your back like a 
knapsack. 

From the tank a rubber hose leads to 
a rubber mouthpiece which is clenched 
securely by the teeth. 

This is your “lifeline,” feeding you 
precious air. 

7 * 

It’s an eerie yet fascinating experi- 
ence to slip beneath the surface of the 
water like an old turtle slithering off 
a log. 

One moment the world’s much as you 
know it and the next you're transported 
into another existence, a hushed, green- 
ish land of swaying foliage. 

Suddenly you realize you’re holding 


your breath. After all, you’ve been con- 
ditioned all your life to’ suspendir 
breath while underwater. 

You have to force yourself to take 
that first deep breath. 

But once you do, it’s surprising in 
what a short time the process of breath- 
tank natural as 
drawing it right out of the air about 


Oo 
1g 


ing from a seems as 
you. 
a 

\ few tentative kicks of the flippers 
and you're on your way, effortlessly soar- 
ing over the sandy lake bottom, skim- 
ming through “forests” of weeds; kick- 
ing down, down, down until the bluish- 
green of the water becomes deeper, 
deeper in hue; until the giant hand of 
pressure presses your throbbing temples, 
tightens around your lungs and plasters 
the rubber suit to your body. 


A strange elation comes over you. 
You're actually “flying” and under your 
own power. The only difference is this 
is water instead of air. 

\head of you, leaving a trail of bub- 
bles to follow, glides Gene. 

Gene’s a good traveling companion 
teaches the art of 


Friday in the 


underwater for he 
“SCUBA diving” 
downtown YMCA _ pool. 

And he and other underwater “ad- 
cicts” like Roger Nellessen, 1978 Utica, 
and ‘Thor Hansen, 2228 Oakwood drive, 


New Brighton, volunteer their aquatic 


every 


talents in such emergencies as recover 
ing victims of drowning or water-lost 
articles. 

It was they who dove and attached 
winch lines to the airplane which plum- 
meted into the St. Croix river a few 
weeks back, carrying a Minneapolis man 
and his wife to death. 

Right now they’re seeking to form a 
Irwin Cities Skin Divers club to band 
together all those enamored of the 
sport. 

The number is steadily growing. It’s 
about as expensive as golf and as strenu- 
ous. Many skin divers are in their 50’s 
and 60's. 

Safe? “No drowned in 
Minnesota wearing a commercially de- 
signed and manufactured underwater 
breathing apparatus,” says Gene. 


one’s ever 


. 2 ¥ 
Time passes on swift feet underwater. 
An hour seems like 10 minutes so fas- 

cinated are you in exploring this new 

environment. 

Automatically a valve goes to work 
when the tank pressure falls to 500 
pounds. The first half of a breath you 
take comes easy but the last half pulls 
like taffy in a cold spell. 

Then it’s up to the top in a leisurely 
fashion (you have 5 to 10 minutes of 
air left) and back to shore. 

And if nothing else you’ve filed away 
one of the most exhilarating experiences 
of your life. >=% 
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Just part of a day's catch at Nassau 


Diana Galbraith, a student at the University 


of Colorado, and Bruce Parker, water ski in- 
structor of Darte Lake, N. Y., display the re- 
sults of a skin diving trip . . . Bahamian 
Lobsters, Hog Snapper, Nassau Grouper and 
Black Grouper. 


Going back a bit to the recent California 
lobster season the above photo shows Dolphin 
Club members Don Crowell and Johnie Carroll 
aboard the ‘'Scuba’’ examining their king- 
sized spiny lobster. 
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Below, center—Members of the Offutt Skin 
Diving Club, Offutt AFB, Nebraska, watch 
closely as George Gratton (Midwest Ski» Diy. 
ers Club) demonstrates Scuba and skin living 
equipment. Offutt club members have seen 
underwater scenery all over the world. 


Below, bottom—Emerging from the ayou 
Fouche is George Bollinger of the B&B T wing 
Co. and Shipyard of Lockport, La. This 1° 5 ton 
tugboat, ‘‘Ted,"’ was being hauled out f the 
water for painting when a shaft broke c id let 
the 64 foot ‘‘Ted"’ slide back into the ! ayou, 
Photographer Bob Travis Keagle offer: i his 
scuba equipment and services to det: «mine 
the damage. No visibility. Inspection bid to 
be done by feel. The impact tore away both 
rudders, bent the props and shafts. 
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MICHIGAN 
SKIN DIVING 
COUNCIL 


By FRED SHAFT 


On -unday, February 24, 1957, thir- 
he Council’s nineteen clubs met 


teen 0 
on the Michigan State University cam- 
pus in East Lansing to hold their sec- 
ond ai iual business meeting. Reports 
from rreasurer, Chairmen of Spe- 
cial FE. nts of Publicity of Membership 
and Kk search, showed with effect, the 


treme: lously successful year of the 
Michiv in Skin Diving Council. 
An overwhelming vote of confidence 


en the council officers when all 


was 2 

clubs » resent, voted unanimously to ex- 
tend ir first term of office to February 
1958. ‘ .ongratulations President Richard 
Metzi Vice President Carl Forsland 


and ‘| reasurer Robert Tucker, there is 
no doubt in our minds that the council 
will hive continued success with leaders 
like you. 

Noiin Robiner of the Dolphin Divers 
presented his ideas on a state wide 
rescue and program. At this 
time «lelegate Pierce of the Flint Fin- 
men, brought out the fact that the Flint 
area clubs had organized with their 
local chapter of the Civil Defense and 


recovery 


were on call in case of underwater emer- 
gencics. After a little discussion a mo- 
tion was made and carried that a new 
chairmanship be created and_ called 


Chairman of Civil Assistance. The Presi- 
dent will appoint a council member to 
head up this committee. A little later 
another chairmanship was created for 
the purpose of reviewing the constitu- 
tion and submitting proposed changes 
to the Board of Directors and then to 
the general membership for their ap- 
proval. 

Guest speaker of the afternoon was 
Mr. Bernard Ainsly, former President of 
the Michigan United Conservation 
Clubs, a 20 year old organization boast- 
ing some 60,000 members devoted to 
Various types of conservation in our 
Water Wonderland. Mr. Ainsly’s brief 
talk, sketched the history of MUCC and 
why it was formed. He showed how a 
great many of the laws concerning con- 
servation and legislature 
were instigated by various clubs in the 
MUCC. He went on to say further 
that he didn’t think the skin divers in 
Michigan were being given a fair shake 
as far as spearfishing goes. He also said 
that he was sure we could begin to 
gaini favorable legislation thru MUCC, 
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passed — by 


and that ours was a job of educating, 
not the Conservation Department, but 
the general public, who know so little 
about us. 

In the absence of our safety director 
Tom Much, President Richard Metzler 
expressed gratification that no accidents 
had occurred in the first year of our 
events. With all the discussion on spear- 
fishing and our hopes to hold another 
contest this year, the President asked 
everyone to keep on being as_ safety 
minded as in the past. A motion made 
by Mel Lagines that the council take 
steps to incorporate was carried, and this 
action 1s now 1n progress. 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 
P.M. We would like to thank Truman 
Schrag for obtaining our meeting place 
on the campus and also the clubs for 
coming to the meeting. Our next meet- 
ing will be held at the same place on 
May 26, 1957, time 1:30 p.m. 

On March 14, a council representative 
was granted a hearing before the Con- 
servation Commission in Lansing, On 
the wishes of the council he asked the 
Commissioners for permission to hold a 
spearfishing contest in Higgins lake 
sometime in July of this year. Although 
the commission was in sympathy they 
said it would be impossible to do this 
since the law was the law and they had 
no way of wavering or bending it. 

However there were some suggestions 
offered and with further information 
from council Vice President Carl Fors- 
land in Grand Rapids we hope to have 
a bill before the legislature within the 
next few weeks, sponsored by the Fish 
Committee, on the spearing of rough 
fish with a hand spear. So there may be 
a contest yet. 

Keep in mind that the council is 
doing all in its power to promote spear- 
fishing in Michigan, so back us up 
please. Join up for "57 and get the other 
clubs on the band wagon too. It’s nice 
to know we are working for a group 
that is 100°, behind us. 

Don’t forget the next business meet- 
ing Sunday Mav 26, 1957, Room 31 





CENTRAL CALIFORNIA 
COUNCIL OF DIVING CLUBS 


By ZI DYER 

The Cen-Cal Council has just com 
pleted its first eighteen months in ex- 
istence with sixteen active diving clubs 
ranging from Fresno on the south to 
Sacramento on the north. Under the 
direction of W. A. McJunkin the coun- 
cil has made steady progress in attain- 
ing a_ larger 
spark interest in the council meetings 
which are held every two months, mov- 
ies donated by U.S. Divers Voit 
and also private collections of movies 


active membership. “To 


and 
and slides are shown. 

\ meeting for the Board of Directors 
is held on the alternate 
sisting McJunkin are Chainey, Sydney 
Marsh, and John Tahti. The Board of 
Directors Dick Hardy, Zi Dyer, 
Gene Dyer, and Jack Tees, 

Preparations are underway for the 


months. As- 


are: 


Regional Championship Contest to be 
held this summer. Chairman Jack Tees 
plans an even bigger and better con- 
test this year and is hopeful that even 
more clubs than last year will partici 
pate in this annual Any clubs 
in Central California who are not mem- 
bers of the Cen-Cal Council should con- 
tact the Council at 1453 Revere Avenue, 
Hayward for concerning 
the Council and further information on 


event. 


information 


the contest. 

The Cen-Cal Council has been com- 
the action it took to retain 
4.A.U. The 
was in the letters written to 
top A.A.U. most of the 
clubs in the Council and personal visits 
to the Pacific Association of the A.A.U. 

Ihe action taken by the sixteen clubs 
in the Cen-Cal Council to keep skin 
diving in the A.A.U. was only one ex- 


mended for 
skin diving in the 
form of 


action 


officials by 


ample of what skin diving clubs can do 
when organized in a council. Regard- 
less of the size of a diving club, it will 
benefit either directly or indirectly by 
being a part of a large organization. >» 





Union Building, Michigan State Univer- 
sity, East Lansing. Time 1:30 p.m. Let's 
see all 19 clubs represented. > 








“SKIN DIVER” EDITORIAL REACHES RADIO & NBC MONITOR 


Harold Riley, who authored the edi- 
torial letter in the March issue of Skin 
Diver magazine concerning his club's 
efforts and training in Water Rescue 
and Recovery methods will be inter- 
viewed on radio early in May. Riley 
will be interviewed by Bud Haley, San 
Diego’s leading music personality and 
radio announcer, on station NBC- 
KFSD, 600 ke, during Haley’s popular 
morning program. This broadcast will 
later be heard on the NBC “Monitor” 
program nation-wide, 

The “Skin Diver’ Magazine Water 
Rescue and Recovery program, present- 


ly being developed for underwater en- 
thusiasts around the country, 
several months ago by Riley’s club, the 
Tele-Fins of San Diego, when they res- 
cued two people and effected the recov- 


was used 


ery of two others after a small boat 
capsized in the surf region. 
The radio coverage by Bud Haley 


will be extremely effective in spreading 
knowledge of water safety procedures 
and methods that can be used by skin 
diving enthusiasts. ‘The KFSD program, 
heard from Central California south to 
San Diego, is aired from 5:30 a.m. to 
9:00 a.m., Monday through Friday. >» 
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NORTHEAST 
NOTES 


By DON LAMONT 


Northeast Council of Skin Diving Clubs, 
P. O. Box 42, Shawsheen Village, Mass. 


Resources exhausted by a succession 
of tournaments which were financially 
fruitless, it has been necessary for the 
Northeast Council to sit back and take 
a long look at its future. The directors 
have met many times formulating plans 
for a Council built more along the lines 
desired by the membership and on 
March 7th, the Board of Directors took 
the following steps: 

(1) Appointed Percy 
Woodlawn, Rhode Island as president 
of the Council Garnett 
Major, who due to committments of his 


J. Kingsley of 
succeeding 


employment is unable to carry out the 
responsibilities of the presidency. 

(2) Appointed John Torrey of Ando 
ver, Massachusetts, Treasurer of the 
Council. 

(3) Abolished the position of Execu- 
tive Secretary formerly held by John 
All Council mail pertinent to 
will be distributed ot 
cognizant directors. 


Erving. 


various areas 


(4) Divided Council into geographic 
Director responsible to 
Clubs to appoint representatives 
to meet with area directors. 


areas with a 


each. 


Directors are as follows: 
areas Directors have been ap- 
pointed until a general election can be 
held)... Maine, Joseph H. Gallant, 7 
Roberts St., Portland, Maine; New 
Hampshire, John K. Whalen, 24 Sea- 
bee St., Bedford, N.H.; North Massa- 
chusetts, George Thompson, c/o YMCA, 
Lowell, Massachusetts; North Boston, 
Mass., Ray Martin, 72 School St., Cam- 
bridge, Mass.; Central Massachusetts, 
Folke Erickson, Holden, Mass.; South 
Boston, Massachusetts, Hank Ross, 145 
Circuit Ave., Weymouth, Mass.; East- 
ern Massachusetts, James Cahill, 50-A 
Conant St., Danvers, Mass.; Southern 
Massachusetts, Brad Luther, Jr., Box 225, 
Fairhaven, Mass.; Rhode Island, Fred 
Jenney, 181 Coggeshell Ave., Newport, 
R. I.; Connecticut, Dr. Scott Isaacson, 
152 ‘Temple St., New Haven, Conn.; 
New Jersey and New York, open. 


Areas and 


(in some 


Next month a complete list of Coun- 
cil clubs will appear in this column. 

The Fairhaven Whalers staged a very 
successful skin diving exhibit at the 


Southeastern Sportsmen’s show held 


recently at Lincoln Park near Fall River, 
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Underwater display by Fairhaven Whalers 
Show. (I.r.) Brad Luther, Jr., 


Club at 
Harold Perry, James Costa and 





Southeastern Massachusetts Sport: men's 


(diver in tank) Michael Serpa. 


15,000 people viewed this excellent display. McGee Photo. 


Mass. As related by Brad Luther, the 
highlight of the show was a steel diving 
tank. Divers took turns in the tank 
demonstrating equipment in actual use. 
Safety was demonstrated by showing 
quick removal of weight belts, removal 
and replacing of mouthpieces, clearing 
of water from face masks, and type of 
protective suits worn by divers. Tank 
specifications: height 8’; width 5’; empty 
weight 1400 pounds; capacity 1200 gals.; 
full weight 6 tons; 3’ x 5’ plastic window 
1” thick. Water first heated by steam 
from 35 degrees to 75 degrees in one 
Four 250 watt infra-red bulbs 
used to maintain heat. Two 150 watt 
spot light bulbs used to illuminate in- 
side tank. Tank may be leased by other 
clubs for demonstration purposes. 

The New England Divers skin diving 
club recently had a field day when 25 
members explored the sunken oil tanker 
“Chelsea” in 60 feet of water. 
rough and water temperature was 38 
degrees. Jim Cahill, who brought up 
the ship’s compass, feels that the cargo 
of 6,000 barrels of oil can be salvaged, 
and that the vessel could then be raised. 
“We went all through the ship,” Jim 
said. “She’s lying on a rocky bottom, 
but visibility was good. We went in the 
pilot house and then climbed all over 
her fore and aft.” 

If boat is not 


hour. 


Sea was 


raised, it may well 





become a skin diver’s Mecca, lying only 
a few miles offshore and well marked 
with an obstruction buoy placed by the 
Coast Guard. 

Organization of a CD Diver Group 
(Second of series by Leominster CD 
Rescue divers.) First step is to contact 
the Civil Defense Director in your «om- 
munity. Your primary objective is to 
save lives. You will also be called out 
for body recovery, salvage in distress 
areas, inspection of underwater objects, 
rescue of flood victims, 
accidents involving water. You will often 
work with Fire and Police departments 
where dragging operations are not as 
effective as well organized diver search 
patterns. Locality is not necessarily a 
criterion. The Leominster Unit is not 
in an area of many lakes or 
has been enthusiastically accepted by the 
public after demonstrating its usefulness 
in unprecedented floods and storm: 

Since in an emergency, the Unit may 
be on 24 hour alert or active duty, cach 
24 hour period is broken up into three 
eight-hour shifts. The Chief and the two 
Deputies are each responsible for one 
shift. Each has full authority when on 
duty. Any of three may assume one of 
following positions when free to take 
charge: Divers. At least two divers 
should be ready to dive upon reaching 
disaster area, Tenders. One tender for 
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and victims of 


rivers, yet 
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Empire State... 


UNDERWATER COUNCIL 
By STAN SHABMAN 


Now that the sports and vacation 





show the New York Coliseum has 
come a close, we are very happy to 
bring ‘0 the attention of skin divers 
all ove: the country the news of what 
a grea success our booth was at the 
show. Not only were the other exhibit- 
ors Viotly impressed with our efforts, 
but th great amount of inquiries that 
we recived from the public as to where 
need . fety or signal lines. Communica- 
tions: Receives call from CD Director 
for Lvit to meet at prearranged loca- 
tion. This sets into action Unit com 
muni: ition net to contact all available 
mem! rs, freeing Chief or Deputies 
from aking calls. Unit does not wait 
for (ommunications man at meeting 
place but immediately goes to scene of 
emer. cncy and starts work. Communica- 


tions man on scene relays radio, visual 
boat and 
Has 


or auditory signals between 


shore or as needed. Boatman: 


charge: of running boat; follows orders 
of tender when diver is down. Chief: 
Presiics at meetings, takes charge at 


all activities; delegates authority liaison 
between unit and CD director, Deputy 
Chie! duties are same as Chief's in his 
absence. Space does not permit listing 
duties of truck snorkelmen, 
Medic, photographer, etc. Badges ob- 
tainable for unit members to be used 


drivers, 


only on scene of emergency or as di- 
recte Our thanks to Gene Parker for 
compiling the above information. 

Coast of Maine Neptunes recently 
elected Frank J. Stevens of Somersworth, 
New Hampshire, as their new president. 
Congratulations, Frank, and good luck. 

The Maine Marine Alpine Club has 
accomplished much during those “not 
so active’ winter months. A_ training 
program drawn up by President Dick 
Craven and Vice President Joe Gallant 
has been wholeheartedly approved by 
the YMCA where all meetings are held. 
Course consists of basic skin diving prin- 
ciples and first aid with safety as the 
main target. Highlight of winter ac- 
tivity was incorporation of the club. 
With assistance of already incorporated 
Coast of Maine Neptunes in Kittery, 
the Alpine Club jumped most of the 
obstacles in one bound. Bob Libby has 
shown colored slides made last season 
which have fascinated and amazed club 
members who hadn’t actually realized 
how hilarious they looked in long johns. 
According to Marge Turner, “Busy Bob 
is more of a ‘Sneaky Sam’ than we real- 
Zed.” yp 
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each diver except where divers do not 
they could join a club, and where in 
their locality there were instructors to 
teach the sport of skin diving, showed 
us to what a great extent this compara- 
tively new sport has caught the imagina- 
tion of the general public. 

Through our endeavors Tuesday 
night Feb. 19, 
diver’s night. The Empire State Council 


was designated as skin 


gave an exhibition of safety practices in 
the main exhibition tank, also there was 
a demonstration of life saving tech- 
niques as pertaining to skin diving. 
Taking into account the difficulties of 
trying to make an impressive show in 
limited facilities, (36 
inches of ‘The show was a 
tremendous hit, in fact the people who 


the somewhat 
water). 


are in charge of programs to be shown 
asked us to put the 
show on again on February 22, Wash- 


at the Coliseum 


ington’s birthday, the biggest day of the 
And again that day the 
public enjoyed our efforts with sincere 


entire show. 


appreciation. 

On Skin Diver's Night we were also 
very happy to have representatives down 
from the Connecticut Council, the 
Rhode Island Council, and the New 
Jersey Council. All things considered 
the Empire State Underwater Council 
has made great strides to bring the sport 
of skin diving to a better understand- 
ing with all people and agencies con- 
cerned. Needless to say the fact that we 
were represented, and through the gen- 
erosity of the New York Exhibitions Inc. 
in giving us this opportunity, and also 
for the fact that they placed our booth 








in a very favorable position, focused at- 


tention at us all the time. 

Every club and every council has a 
tremendous job of education on their 
hands. The general public, we found 
through many questions that were asked 
of the people who manned the booth, 
have a varied and often very false im 
pression of skin diving as a whole the 
misconceptions of safety and dangers in- 
volved were in many ways ridiculous. 
We are in firm belief that ow 
program of public education should and 


own 


must gain more momentum, especially 
now that the diving season is fast upon 
us. 

The job of manning the booth at the 
show was handled with dexterity, zeal 
and purpose. In fact all the people 
who had anything at all in the construc- 
tion and in the handling of the many 
thousands of questions asked by the 
public are to be commended for a job 
People at the 
other exhibits were of the opinion that 


well and efficiently done. 
we stood for much more than they had 


originally thought. Instead of a few 
cracked individuals partaking in a ridic 
ulous sport they are now of the firm 
belief that we are level headed (to a 
degree) and our programs in conserva 
tion and safety could well be used as 
guides for other older and more pub 
licized sports. Any misgivings that line 
fisherman had 


greatly dispelled. It 


about us have been 
sufhces to say all 
went well, and we are sure will even 


go better in the future. 

The Empire State Council is now 
actively in the process of setting up fish 
ing meets and programs with all affiliated 
councils, Our own program of sectional 
meets will soon get under way, and be- 
fore very long now the East Coast meet 
nationals. 


othe 


here and then the 


these events and 


will be 
Between 
programs we are looking forward to a 


local 


very successful spring diving season. >» 


Empire State Council members getting ready for their demonstration at the New York Coliseum. 
Several thousand people were acquainted with skin diving methods through these displays. 
Photo by Bob Kulpa. 
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| Superfin 
| Highest quality, 
designed for the 
advanced skin 
diver. 
per-type, with 
flat or offset de- 


PENNSYLVANIA'S 


MARES Swim Equipment 


World-famous Mares underwater 
swim equipment from Italy is now 
available in this country, exclu- 
sively distributed by Pennsylvania 
Athletic Products. Designed for 
speed, safety and maneuverability, 
every item in the Mares line is 
equal to the most demanding 
underwater conditions. If you 
want the best, insist on Mares at 
your favorite skin diving specialty 
shop or sporting goods dealer. 


#100. 


Full slip 








Mask or mask 
and snorkel com- 
bination avail- 
oble. Each equip- 
ped with wide 
vision, double- 
strength lens, 
safety headband 
and perfect seal. 


sign for speed 
and diving. 
7 Superfin #200. 
rae Top quality, ad- 
{ © justable, ex- 


tremely soft and 
comfortable, with 
flat or offset 
blade. Excellent 
for use with sox, 
rubber shoes or 
suits. 
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Spearguns—High 
quality spring 
guns, rubber- 
powered arba- 
letes and CO? 
models for every 
use. 





THE GENERAL TIRE & RUBBER COMPANY 
PENNSYLVANIA ATHLETIC PRODUCTS DIVISION 


BOX 951, AKRON, OHIO 





EATIN’ TIME... 


Frank Satanstein, director of the Jackie 
Gleason Show, was sporting a new wrist- 
watch and a badly scarred wrist, a short 
while back. During a skin diving session, in 
waters off British Honduras, Satanstein was 
bitten by a 300-pound fish. The huge fish 
actually bit off his gold wristwatch and al- 
most got a portion of Satenstein’s arm in 
the bargain. 


ALMOST “SEALED” HIS FATE... 


Keith Lorenson was peacefully snorkeling and 
diving off the beach below the cliffs at Palos 
Verdes when—to his stunned surprise (and 
horror}—an unidentified character, up on 
the cliffs, began pot-shotting at him. Later, 
Lorenson told police the sniper fired three 
shots—all of which fortunately missed him. 
“I was wearing a black, protective rubber 
suit,” said Lorenson. “This guy probably 
thought I was a seal.” 


FINDER’S FINDER ... 


A Metal Director, offering a maximum de- 
tection range of 10-feet in either salt or 
fresh water, has been developed and will be 
on the market soon. Made of clear plastic, 
the Director is powered by a 67'4-volt bat- 
tery. Two flashlight cells light the meter. 
With such a gismo divers will be greatly 
aided in finding lost outboard motors, guns, 
cameras, anchors and the location of metal 
ship hulls. 


FILTHY DEBATE... 


The California State Regional Water Pollu- 
tion Control Board No. 4 was, recently, 
treated to a spirited discussion between Hom- 
er Lockwood, of the California Council of 
Diving Clubs, and F. R. Bowerman, of the 
County Sanitation District. Verbal hassle 
was about raw sewage (from the White 
Point, San Pedro, California outfall) ruin- 
ing skin diving and spearfishing in and 
around the waters of that area. 


SHALLOW DIVE, SMALL TREASURE ... 


The steamer Admella sits in 10-feet of water 
off Carpenter’s Rocks, South Australia. Aus- 
sie skin divers—using a large Army Duck 
to approach the sunken vessel, and Scuba 
equipment to search her—recently went after 
a reputed $50,000,000 in copper ingots and 
scrap. Apparently, somebody has been quiet- 
ly working the “treasure ship” over; because 
the salvage expedition only obtained a dozen 


News from around 
the globe compiled and 
edited in Skin Diver offices. 


Local diving news from readers welcomed. 


ingots, two large slabs of copper and a cabin 
porthole—with a cracked glass, yet. 


POOR FISH... 


Imagine the consternation of Za Shie:e, of 
Toledo, Oregon, when he was not only 
hooked and landed but nearly gaffed. too. 
An irate lady-angler—peeved because skin 
divers were exploring her favorite fishin: pool 
—hooked Shiere in the neck and gq. ickly 
reeled him to shore. She then proceed d to 
lecture him on the advisability of skin « iving 
elsewhere. Shiere’s reply isn’t printabl 


NEW LOW IN ADVERTISING .. . 


The proprietor of a Florida motel hopes 
to interest passing skin divers in his accom- 
modations. To accomplish this, he’s having 
a 12 by 6-foot, waterproof sign installed on 
the bottom of a nearby channel. 


SUBMARINE JAUNT... 


Divers Doug Miller and Jack Bell of Toron- 
to, Canada are planning a 20-mile, under- 
water sleigh-ride in Lake Ontario. \ sing 
lungs, life-jackets and riding a nine-foot sub- 
marine of their own design—they will travel 
the distance about 8-feet beneath the lake's 
surface. 


TROUBLE SHOOTERS BELOW ... 


Thursday Island (Australia) native skin div- 
ers were recently employed to locate a fault 
in the underwater electric main-cable to 
Magnetic Island. Use of skin divers proved 
ideal for the job. 


BEAUTY AND THE BEAST... 


Blonde, curvacious and waterwise Zale Parry 
shared the limelight of a fashion show last 
month with Marineland of the Pacific’s baby 
whale. Romping around the tank with about 
a ton of live-whale is Zale’s idea of “doing 
something different for a change.” 


GOVERNMENT-BUILT STILL ... 


The House Appropriations Committee ap- 
proved a_ $1,159,000 budget request for 
stepped up research on conversion of sea 
water into fresh water for industrial, do- 
mestic and agricultural purposes. Included 
in the approved budget: $100,000 for a gov- 
ernment-owned test plant at a seaside | ca- 
tion, as yet undetermined, where evaporation 
and distillation processes may be investi- 
gated. 
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A most full, interesting and diversified 
meetine of the Connecticut Council of 
Diving Clubs was held at the Norwalk 
YMCA on February 25, 1957. The sub- 
ject at hand was one of great interest, 


not on'v from a Council standpoint, but 
from « community standpoint as well. 
With » combined cooperation of div- 
ing ex; erts at the Submarine Base in 
New ‘.ondon, and the Connecticut 
Counc'!, a new system is about to be 
devise’) whereby divers can become cer- 
tiied .structors in the state of Con- 
nectic Those certified will be divided 
into t! ee main branches, Skin Diving, 
Scuba Diving and Instructor. Many 
will nt reach the Instructor stage due 
to th difficult test which must be 
passe’. However, we feel certain that 
many ill desire to attain either a Skin 
Diviny Certification or a Scuba Diving 
certifi: tion. These two stages must be 
comp! ted before one can go on to the 
Instru. tor’s examination. 


Qu: iification for these certifications 


will be set up by diving experts at the 
Subm.rine Base. State officials have 
been contacted and are greatly in favor 
of this plan. They will endorse and 


honor the certificates granted the divers. 
Although this plan is still in its em- 
bryonic stages, it will be completed be- 
fore the beginning of the summer. If 
other groups should wish to follow suit, 
inquiiies may be directed to Jack 
Shaughnessey, 16 Beverly Place, Nor- 
walk, Connecticut. 

Another “Plan of Certification,” and 
a very important one, is being devised 
by the Council. It consists of certify- 
ing compressed air stations throughout 
the state. All dealers in compressed air 
will be contacted and asked to submit a 


Connecticut Council of Diving Clubs 
By RONNIE GANN 


laboratory report stating that the air 
sold by them is low in foreign material 
content, oil content and other impuri- 
ties. 

Spearfishing tournament rules are 
being conclusively formulated to govern 
all spearfishing contests. These rules 
will reside with each club whether they 
compete amongst themselves or with 
other groups. The committee involved 
has been working on this perplexing 
problem for three months trying gal- 
lantly to satisfy everyone concerned. It’s 
tough! More than likely, many changes 
will be made through experiences 
gained with the coming season. 

The April meeting will be held on 
the 29th at the Jerome Orcutt Boys 
Club in Bridgeport. We'll get under- 
way about 8:00 (P.M., natch). Any- 
body gonna be passing through? 

The Council has decided that annual 
awards will be made to the spearfisher- 
man of the year, underwater photo- 
grapher of the year and most outstand- 
ing council member of the year. (Ah, 
I can just see those trophies lined up 
on my shelf). 

The combined efforts, and apparent 
success of the Council members, guys 


working together over a_ period of 
months, exchanging ideas and views 
without bloodshed, certainly — proves 


what can be done on a regional, and 
we hope, eventually a national basis. 
The council has become more than just 
a group. It is a team of fraternalistic 
individuals whose search for knowledge 
in this sport... our sport, has brought 
them together with eyes to the future, 
and the hope of better, safer means for 
divers all over the world. Corney? may- 
be. But isn’t this the essence? > 








CONNECTICUT 


COUNCIL OF 
DIVING CIUES 








No, | isn't a delegation from Pakistan, they're just hard working members of the Connecticut 
Council. (I. r.) Brad Cwily, Bob Whitmore, Will Jacobs, Joe Stalk, Jack Shaughnessey, Bill 
Bate:, George Swindell and Al Moyer. 
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PENNSYLVANIA 


Swim Equipment 


You’ll be amazed to see how much 
more fun swimming can be when 
you’re equipped with rugged, de- 
pendable Pennsylvania swim equip- 
ment. Moderately priced and 
quality built, Pennsylvania is your 
best bet for family fun in the water 
this summer, and is the ideal gear for 
anyone just taking up skin diving. 


PENNSYLVANIA PENNFINS— 
Skillfully designed to give you 
extra power and speed with a 
minimum of effort. 










_—_ © 


PENNSYLVANIA 
SWIM GOGGLES 
— Designed to fit 
all faces and give 
a wide view. 


PENNSYLVANIA 

SWIM MASKS — Under- 
water swim masks in many 
sizes, each equipped with 
ashatter-proof safety lens, 
designed for clear under- 
water vision. 









PENNSYLVANIA SWIM 
PIPES — Extra light and 
efficient with automatic 
ball-type safety valve, 
soft rubber mouth-piece 
and adjustable headstrap. 









THE GENERAL TIRE & RUBBER COMPANY 


Pennsylvania Athletic Products Division 
Akron. Ohio 


Why Skin Divers 


the World-Over 
are choosing 


Latest Scientific Data Proves PRO Super- 
iority. PRO “’Pressure-Equalizer’’ Mouth- 
piece Outperforms them All Under All 
Conditions—Safer, Easier Breathing, Mcre 
Durable, Lower Cost. 


In litthe over a year, PRO has already 
“obsoleted” the old, conventional scuba 
principles. Diver trainers, registered master 
divers, sportsman divers—those who depend 
on scubas every day—are endorsing PRO! 
The reasons: PRO “Pressure-Equalizer” 
Mouthpiece, non-flooding design, tough 
single hose and swivel fitting, 100% corro- 
sion-proof materials, low cost, and many 
more. Complete (as shown) $79.95. Mouth- 
piece, hose, tank-valve only $34.95. Get 
the facts before you “plunge”. Write Rose 
Aviation, Inc., Dept. 101, Aurora, Ohio. 


ROSE AVIATION, INC. 
Dept. 101, Aurora, Ohio 


AROUND 
the 
SOUND 
By PETER PUGET 


The Peter Puget column is compiled each 
month by representatives of the Pacific 
Northwest Council. Material for the col- 
umn should be forwarded to Puget Sound 
Divers Co., 2520 Westlake Ave. No. Seat- 
tle directly or through any local dealer or 
club. 


A charter trip was recently made by 
15 members of the various clubs from 
the northwest. The trip was made to a 
place called Blakely Rocks. This is a 
small rock formation which protrudes 
from the water with a light house on it 
for a beacon. It turned out to be a 
beautiful day and upon arriving at the 
designated spot the divers donned their 
diving gear and entered the water. ‘The 
water proved to be very clear with maxi 
mum visibility of 50 feet. After spend 
ing three hours in and out of the water, 
the divers all returned to the ship. It 
was here noted that all the divers had 
done very well. One octopus was taken 
which measured seven feet across. \ 
larger one got About ten Ling 
Cod were taken weighing between 15 
Larger ones were seen, but 
A fine time was had by all 
agreed 


away. 


and 25 Ibs. 
not landed. 
who made the trip and it was 
that they would return. 

The State of Washington Council of 
Divers is well on its way as a council 
for the diving clubs of Washington. 
I'wo meetings have been held and more 
are planned for in the future. All clubs 
in the state of Washington are urged to 
Any club wishing fur 
ther information, may write Gary Kef 
fler at 535 N. 72nd, Seattle, Washington. 

The Pacific Northwest Spearfishing 
Championships will be held on June 2, 
1957. Any club wishing further in 
formation about the meet, may contact 
John Tallman at 11023 Bartlett, N. F.. 
Seattle, Washington. 

The Y. M.C. A. Divers of Seattle have 
plans of holding a meet in August of 
this year. 

SHORTS: Gary Crymes of the Mud 
sharks who is home on furlough from 
Uncle Sam made his first dive of the 
year and came up with the biggest fish 
of the year so far. A 30-lb. Ling Cod. 
Roy Hawkins of the Port Townsend 
Piledivers has reported seeing some large 
ling in his area. The Northwest Divers 
a trip to Canada and reported 
finding Abalone. The Puget Sound 
Mudsharks have been continuing their 
junk planting expeditions. The visibility 
has been good and the diving is im 
proving with the weather. >» 


join the council. 


made 





( 


Trust I 
1459 | 
side of 
1500 
on Brid 
notified 
patched 
to halt 
men. | 
a ladd 
down fi 


oben 
Ov 


1504 
descenc 
tackers 
have a 

1505 
pletes | 
on gua 

1506 
tured a 
No. 31 

1507 
the ris 
Bomb 
were (| 
render 

1508 
verged 
River 
vaders. 

1511 
haggec| 
@p a 
“bomb 

1515 
lance, 
arrive: 
evacua 
the in 
jured. 

The 
trol, « 





man 
Team 
credit 
Diver 
and t!\ 


1453 REVERE AVENUE Dive 
I 


HAYWARD CALIFORNIA 


SKIN DIVER—May, 1957 | SKIN [ 








OPERATION 
SWORDFISH 


(Continued from page 21) 





Trust Building below the water line. 
1459 hrs: Charge planted on the west 
side of Bridge No. 3 piling. 





1500 hrs: Team detected by civilian 
on Bride: No. 3. The local Police were 
notified. The Police boat was dis- 





rom its dockage at Point X-6 
y retreat of the invading frog- 

Fire Department dispatched 
truck and erected a ladder 
n Bridge No. 3. 


patched 
to halt 
men. | 
a ladde 
down fi 







SDEMO. OM CHARGE 
Bou 6c 














_-—— PENOBSCOT _ 
—_--~ RIVER ~ 






1504 vrs: Defending Frogman Merritt 


descends the ladder to intercept the at- 
tackers and take over the bomb. Police 
have ai\ackers under gun point. 

1505 hrs: Bishop successfully com 
pletes iis mission. The police who were 


on guaid failed to detect his presence. 

1506 hrs: Attacking Frogmen cap- 
tured and brought up ladder on Bridge 
No. 3 under police guns. 


1507 hrs: Bomb was brought up from 
the river and a Fort Williams Army 
Bomb & Demolitions Disposal Crew 


were clispatched from the 
render the bomb useless. 

1508 hrs: U.S. Air Force planes con 
verged over the area of the 
River trying to detect any 
vaders 

1511 hrs: Bomb Disposal Crew sand 
bagged the bomb and (with a dynamite 


Armory to 


Penobscot 
more in 








p and smoke bomb) exploded the 
“bomb’s” fuse. 

1515 hrs: Red Cross, C. D. Ambu- 
lance, and C. D. Mobile Rescue Unit 


arrive’ at the scene on Bridge No. 3 to 
évacuaie injured personnel and two of 
the in 


jured. 


ading frogmen who were “in- 


The operation, under strict time con- 


trol, came off without a hitch. Each 


‘> 








man of the Underwater Engineering 
Team did their jobs well reflecting 
OxDER credit upon themselves, the Maine 
Diver. Association, Civilian Defense, 


and t'\e world-wide fraternity of Scuba 


Diver.. >gp 
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EXCLUSIVE! 





NEW! LIGHTWEIGHT 
AQUAMATIC REGULATOR 


Made to high Aqua-Lung standards 
by the manufacturer of world- 
proven Aqua-Lung! 


Carry in any position! 


Can be used instantly! 


tion. Strap your tank on your back, chest, 


where. Used, 
of 20-min. 

regulator, with built-in automatic 
harness with quick release buckle. 


A.M Aquamatic Regulator — $29.95 ppd. 


( 


tested and approved by Oceanic Research Associates. 
compressed air tank and K Valve, Aquamatic 
reserve and Universal 





ONLY AT RICHARDS! 


New! 


ming. 
ber proofed. 








by Arthur C. Clarke 


Underwater adventures 


coral formation in the world. 
tion of a 3,000-year-old Hindu 
temple lying on the ocean bed. 


(Pub. by Harper.) 















RICHARDS AQUA- LUNG CENTER 





“The Reefs of Taprobane”’ 


around Ceylon with 
outstanding photography by Mike Wilson. Read 
about this thrilling expedition around 
miles of the Great Barrier Reef—the mightiest 
Discovery of 
age-old underwater wrecks and the investiga- 


1,200 


“ves: $00 


233 WEST 42ND STREET, NEW YORK 36, N.Y. 






Counselors and outfitters for world-wide underseas expeditions 





mm AQUA-LUNG 


TRAINING UNIT 





Now you can carry your tank in any position and still have equal breathing. 
No more worries about regulator being higher or lower than mouthpiece. 
Low pressure stage incorpoated in mouthpiece gives you flexibility of posi- 
leg — anywhere. 
instantly by simply placing mouthpiece in mouth. 
This new Aqua-Lung Training Unit is perfect for the spearfisherman who 
regards the Aqua-Lung as a handicap. Weighs only 6 Ibs. 


Can be used 


Carry it any- 
Consists 


* ee 


Extra 5 Ibs. 20-min. 2150 P.S.1. Tank (made especially for diving) $14.95 


ppd. 


Non-Returnable Mouthpiece—I yr. Aqua-Lung Unconditional Guarantee 


Beaufort EMERGENCY 
LIFE JACKET 


Wear it deflated in the pouch, deflated or inflated 
around your neck—answers the danger of underwater swim- 
Made of specially wove drill in Egyptian Cotton, rub- 
Inflates immediately above or below water with 
special CO2 mechanism. Jacket will 
instantly inflate, burst out of pack 
and can be pulled over head. i"9QI5 
bright yellow. 
Replacement cop Pack - — ‘$1. 95 ppd. 











dust 25c includes your name 
on our Permanent Club list. 
You receive, periodically, 
FREE, all tatest French, 
English, Italian and domestic 
catalogs that include cameras, 
masks, fins, snorkels, etc., 
and our monthly specia!s. 


Richard's tests and checks all 
equipment under actual oce- 
anic conditions. One Year 
Guarantee. We are the ONLY 
authorized Aqua-Lung repair 
depot in the country. All 
items shipped postpaid. 





















PROPOSED SKIN DIVING 
LAW FOR FLORIDA 


Dick Taylor of Miami, Florida, who 
is active in the functions of the Florida 
Skin Divers Association, would like to 
inform all readers of “Skin Diver” that 
the F.S.D.A. has now employed the 
services of a competent lobbyist to as- 
sist the skin divers around the nation 
to “stay in the water” in Florida. Con- 
tributions to the general fund, for all 
expenses during the current legislative 
battle, are extremely necessary at this 
time. “Funds for Florida” should be 
sent in the form of cash, check or money 
order to the Association public account- 
ant Mr. Howard Curry, 220 Miracle 
Mile, Coral Gobles, Florida. Your de- 
lay now in sending contributions may 
cost you many hours of pleasure in the 
future. 

Underwater Sports, Inc., 2219 Bis- 
cayne Blvd., Miami, is also collecting a 
fund for the F.S.D.A. Contributions 
sent to them will be acknowledged by 
a ticket stub possibly good for several 
valuable prizes, to be determined at 
the closing of the fund. Prizes in the 
ofing include Aqua-Lung, deluxe ar- 


balete, Cressi fins and Squale mask. 
The following skin diving bill has been 
proposed. A bill to be entitled: 

“An act legalizing and regulating the 
taking of fish or salt water marine prod- 
ucts in and about the salt waters of the 
state of Florida by skin divers or spear- 
fishermen of the type and class where- 
in the fishermen are immersed in the 
water wherein they are fishing: 

Be it enacted by the legislature of the 
state of Florida: 

Section 1. That the taking of fish by 
persons engaged in the sport of spear- 
fishing, being defined as a method of 
fishing wherein the fisherman is im- 
mersed in and/or under the surface of 
the salt water, shall be legal in the 
State of Florida, subject to the follow- 
ing restrictions. 

Section 2. That no person engaged 
in spearfishing as above stated, shall 
do so between the hours of one hour 
after sunset and one hour before sun- 
rise hereafter. Spearfishing by any ar- 
tificial light whatsoever is hereby speci- 
fically prohibited. 


Section 3. That no fish or salt wate 
marine products speared or taken by 
spearfishermen or skin divers sliall by 
sold or purchased by any person o 
persons, businesses, corporations, oy 
other organizations, either wholesale oy 
retail in the State of Florida. 

Section 4. That the Director of Cop. 
servation of the State of Florid: shal] 
upon recommendation of the ‘ncum. 
bent legislative delegation from any 
County of the State of Florida, t: gether 
with the recommendation of the Coun 
ty Commissioners of said Coun'y, de. 
clare certain areas in and abou: pier 
and jetties in said County off 
from and not for usage by spe: 
men or skin divers. 

Section 5. 
of the provisions hereof shall be guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and upon con, iction, 
be punished by a fine of not mo: ° than 
five hundred dollars, or by im prison. 
ment in the county jail not exc :eding 
six months. 


limits 
fisher 


Any person violati:g any 


Section 6. All laws or parts 0 laws, 
whether general, special or otherwise, 
in conflict herewith are hereby re; ealed. 

Section 7. This act shall take effect 
immediately upon becoming a lw. 

Section 8. The invalidation, :! any, 
of any part of this law shall in 1) way 
affect or invalidate any other } ut of 
this law.” > 





SS a 

nson 
Sta-moese 

AuTmonizes a 





223 HERMOSA AVE. 
REDONDO BEACH, CALIF. 
FR. 9-1473 


A second pair of fins for the diver — 


50c per pair 


SPRING CLEARANCE 
DIVE N’ 


INC. 


REAL SAVINGS ON THESE ITEMS: Lung 


bottles, Regulators, masks, snorkels, fins. 





URF 


Send for FREE —s sample, 
details and price list on 
all new suits. 




































SKIN DIVER—May, 1957 





It w 
ing a 
by the 
been 
talk ¥ 
liar W 
that 4 
pullec 
neath 
was jl 
ately 
wate! 
while 
sugges 
attach 
to sea 
plan 
more 
not {: 
off ul 

At 
Ed P 
aftert 
Georg 
by.” 
careft 
just 
eral | 
feet « 
the d 
dius 

Th 
Polic« 
boats 
open 
WIC7 
from 
justec 
neath 

Swi 
ice, | 
rope 
SEWIC, 
edge 
botto 
the 
down 
—he 
chan 
Slow! 
ter. | 
ing t 
He |i 
exhat 
regul 
the | 
him, 
move 
It wa 

Pa: 
his 
the 
The 
the 
that 
sign: 
two 
surf: 


SKIb 











alt water 
taken by 
shall be 
Crson or 






io 1S, or 
lesale or 





of Con. 
di shall 

ncum 
‘oO! any 
zether 
Coun 
ny, de 
piers 
ff limits 


ei! fisher 


tig any 
€ guilty 
n\ iction, 
Oo: * than 
iT) rison- 
Ceding 
oO laws, 
therwise, 
e)ealed. 
ce effect 
low. 

any 
1) Way 
| irt of 
= 


sample, 
on 


ung 
fins. 










@/ wh 














, 195 








DARK SEARCH 


Continued from page 17) 


It was now 1:00 p.m. An area cover- 
ing a (ilty-foot radius had been covered 
by the frogmen, but the body had not 
been Lt. Knightly decided to 
talk with several men who were fami- 
liar with the reservoir. They concluded 
that an underwater current could have 
pulle: the body to a point further be 


und. 


peath :he edge of the ice. Of course, it 
was just a guess. Lt. Knightly immedi- 
ately dered the frogmen out of the 
water -> that they could be given a rest 
while w plans were made. He also 


sugges'-d that a longer safety line be 


attacl to the divers to allow them 
to sea: h further beneath the ice. His 
plan s to have each diver make one 
more -carch. Then, if the body was 
not fo.ind, the search would be called 


off ur -| the following morning. 
At 00 p.m. Donald Tremblay and 


Ed P: \sewicz volunteered to begin the 


aftern on search. Bruce Wright and 
Georg. Walgrove remained on “‘stand- 
by.” he divers dressed slowly, and 
carefu ly, rechecking each safety item— 
just case. While they dressed, sev- 


eral ; olicemen attached an extra fifty- 


feet ©: rope to each safety line. Now 
the d vers could cover a 100 foot ra- 
dius |. cneath the ice. 

Th: divers stepped into their boats. 
Policc nen and firemen dragged the 
boats over the ice very slowly to the 
open water. After one last check, Panse- 
wicz and Tremblay lowered themselves 
from their boats. In the water they ad- 


justed their face masks, then dived be- 
neath the ice. 

Swimming just a few feet below the 
ice, ‘I remblay swam to the end of his 


rope then headed for the bottom. Pan- 
sewicy. instead, sank directly below the 
edge of the ice down to the muddy 
bottom. Pansewicz took a deep breath; 
the water was very cold. He looked 
down at his feet to check the visibility 
—he saw nothing. He knew that his 


chances of finding the body were slim. 
Slowly, he moved through the dark wa- 
ter. Hfis eyes moved continuously hop- 
ing to see the body, or anything at all. 
He listened to the comforting sound of 
exhaust bubbles rumbling out of his 
regulator. Then, he saw something. On 
the bottom, only a few feet in front of 
him, light Pansewicz 
moved slowly; his heart filled with fear. 
It was a human hand. 


was a object. 


Pansewicz untied the safety line from 
his waist and started to fasten it around 


the Lody. Then, Tremblay appeared. 
The :wo men, exhausted and cold from 
the ireezing water, rechecked the line 
that was attached to the body, then 
signi'ed to be pulled in. Slowly the 
two livers and the body rose to the 
surfs €. pepe 
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AMPHIBIAN “600” WATERPROOF WATCH 
made by Eska of Switzerland. Precision 
17 jewel watch, pressure proof to 300 
feet, housing and band in heavy stainless 
steel. Self winding and manual, shock- 
proof. Reserve time indicator, movable 
Bezel to measure remaining time (import- 
ant for decompression). Sweep second 
hand and numerals in heavy radium, FULLY 
GUARANTEED FOR ONE YEAR (providing 
housing has not been opened). Gift boxed. 
Only $79.50 Fed. tax. included 





POSTAGE PREPAID ON ALL SHIPMENTS 





FABULOUS NEW ACCESSORIES FOR THE 


SPORTSMAN 


& SKINDIVER 


Imagine a guaranteed waterproof 
watch that is pressure proof and self 
winding, a depth gauge with an ac- 
curacy of less —— 2%, a water and 
pressure proof direct reading light 
meter for both still and movie cam- 
eras. These precision devices were 
designed for your specific use. Take 
advantage of our low introductory 
prices...send for yours today! 


AMPHIBIAN 
“600” 
WATERPROOF 


oN 
i, 


—" ADMIRAL 


DEPTH GAUGE 


ADMIRAL DEPTH GAUGE 


Bourdon tube construction with an ac- 
curacy of less + 2%, foot 250 depth 
reading capacity. Solid brass housing with 
a satin chrome finish. Luminous dial and 
hand. Heavy plastic strap. (March ship- 
ment) Extra attachments—Liquid compass 
housed in sturdy plexiglass. Positive depth 
indicator tells you accurately how deep 
you have gone and remains fixed until you 
move back to 0 position. Depth Gauge 
$9.95, Compass $4.95, Depth Indicator 
$1.95, Complete $16.50 


AEQUALUX UNDERWATER PRESSURE PROOF 
LIGHT METER 

Completely unbreakable, waterproof hermeti- 
cally sealed, pressure proofed to 100 feet. Di- 
rect reading for both still and movie cameras. 
Can be used on land as well as underwater. 
Only $27.50. Handsome genuine leather case 


. 


JOBBER AND DEALER INQUIRIES 
INVITED 


SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 


Exclusive Distributors 


IMPEX SALES CO. OF AMERICA INC. 
136 LIBERTY STREET, NEW YORK 6, N.Y. 


heanpeepenenneeesmneinarneietedidasiineenammmememenmemammeimel 
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FRESH WATER LAWS OUTDATED 
FOR MODERN SPORT 


By GLEN SHEPPARD 


(Midland Daily News, Michigan 


Fishermen who have long argued that 


spearfishing doesn’t rate a place in the 


sport fishing category are in for a rude 


awakening. With 


the 


popularity 


of 


skin diving for the spearing of fish ac- 


celerating at a rapid pace, the time has 


come for a revaluation of the prejudice 


against spears. 


Underwater spearfishing cast a whole 


new light on the using of spears in 


fishing. 
fithing laws obsolete. 


Don’t scoff at the 


‘sport.” 


Underwater 


use of the 


This new sport makes today’s 


word 


spearing, with 


proper restriction, is plenty of “sport.” 


Laws Outdated 


Present law treats 


the 


underwater 


spearfishermen in the same manner as 





















MAKO SHARK 


pense. Fa 
make 












COMPLETE UNIT 

MAKO B C FLASH 
COMPLETE 
LIGHT 


Now you can photograph under- 
sea life with a minimum of ex- 


underwater 
camera perfect for 


$19.95 


SELECTION OF 
METERS HOUSINGS, 
CONTROLS, FLASH UNITS, 


mous 











5.95 


ETC. 





GULATOR 








Hope-Page mouthpiece 


Built in reserve, Air Flow hoses, 
$39.95 


Central 
Specials 


black and white SONIC move- 
and color. Use in- FAMOUS MAKE 75 CUBIC FOOT ment. Ultra luminous dial and 
expensive roll NEUTRAL BUOYANT hands, stainless case, water- 
film. Housing is 4 1D proof band rugged, yet aftract- 
camera - ive $26.95* 


those who spear for suckers and carp 
from above water during spring spawn- 
ing runs. Nothing could be more out- 
moded. Fishing techniques and equip- 
ment of the two spearing clans bear no 
resemblance except for the spear’s 
prongs. Skin divers are allowed to spear 
rough fish in the same special waters 
and seasons. as above water spearers. 

There are a good many of these lakes 
and and the seasons extend 
from April 1 to August 15. Many of 
the lakes have a good population of 
suckers, dogfish, etc. 

Why The Complaints? 

So why is the underwater spearfisher- 
man complaining? Fact of the matter 
is that it’s largely an optical problem. 
Most of the waters in which spearing is 
allowed, that have a substantial crop of 
rough fish, are too cloudy for under- 
water spearing. 

Charles Robinson, president of the 
Midland Skin Divers Club, indicates 


streams 


that most of the special spearing wa- 





UNDERWATER WATCHES 


New 100 fath- 
om watch with 
full one year 
guarantee. Im- 
proved ULTRA- 




















Famous Make, Self-Wind 69.95* 
*Plus 10°% Fed. Tox. 








DACOR REGULATOR 











Finest two stage double dia- 
phragm regulator. Easier breath- 
ing with true air 

conservation $82.50 














New model variable stage 





NORTHILL REGULATOR 





regu- 


lator with depth compensated 
reserve and safety 
mouthpiece $99.50 





LIFE PRESERVER 
Emergency 
inflating reserve 
Protect your life 
equipment 

] RES-Q-PAK 

“<I FLOTO 

New LifeGard 


self 





co2 
units 
and 


$2.75 
3.75 
7.50 








SPECIAL CLUB 
SAVINGS PLAN 





CentralPays 
The Freight 


COMPLETE LINE 
OF ACCESSORIES 









CENTRAL is pleased to bring to 
our fellow skin divers a new 
corrosion resistant 75 cubic foot 
neutral buoyant tank in a new 
light weight. The interior is 
bonderized to keep it rust free 
for the life of the tank. It is 
complete with a standard K 
valve and a special famous 
make new wide harness with 
two metal bands. The tank 
stands by itself and has a spe- 
cially treated exterior to prolong 


its life and appearance. Now 
you can buy that extra tank 
for less and even get a larger 
air supply. 
As above (fits all 

regulators) ae 
With R Reserve Valve 
With J Reserve Valve 

add $19.95 


CENTRAL ZS 


160-09 
Jomica 32, L. |. » We 
RE. 9-5772 





amaica Avenue 





AQUA LUNG REGULATORS 


DY Single Stage................ $44.50 
DW Single Stage... $64.50 
DA Double Stage... $79.50 








WET SUIT KIT 
Furnished complete with direc- 
tions, patterns, glue, seam ma- 
terial and enough neoprene and 
zippers for shirt, pants, hood 
and even boots. 
Regularly $29.95 ve" 

N 








iow — 
Regularly $49.95 V4" 
Now 29.95 
VOIT REGULATORS 
IN STOCK 


Cenirol Pays 


The Freight 
SCOTT HYDRO-PAKS 
IN STOCK 








ters that are clear enough to see jp 
contain few fish. Seasons open to spear. 
fishing through the ice are closed t 
skin divers. 

Actually Michigan skin diving clubs 
have been lax about taking their prob. 
lem to the proper authorities. A cord 
ing to the very best sources, org: nized 
lobbying for more recognition © this 
new sport is welcomed by the © onser 
vation Department. 

Fight Own Battle 

Troy Yoder, regional fish di) vision 
chief, says the department isn’t ready 
to initiate action to give the skin diver 
a better shake but wholehearted y in. 
vites skin divers to do so. 

Yoder personally feels that skin livers 
deserve as much consideration inder 
our laws as any other fishing grou. He 
does not see how they can har: fish 
management if proper laws are er icted. 


Anglers, who apparently ha en't 
bothered to dig up the facts, feel \ nder- 
water spearing would lead to ~ hole 


sale slaughter of our game fish. 

Jim Beck, active Midland skin liver, 
points out that underwater spear ng is 
a highly selective sport. “The skin diver 
doesn’t get much of a bang from pear. 
ing an average size fish, but instea: goes 
after the big ones, which are hard to 
find and harder to approach.” 

Beck explains that skin divers may 
spend all day simply hunting one or 
two specimens worth spearing. Both 
Beck and Robinson realize the «ngler 
isn’t going to lose his deep roote:! dis- 
like of spears overnight. 

As sort of a concession to the hook 
and line clan the two Midland skin 
divers propose more lakes be opened to 
underwater spearing of rough fish rath- 
er than game fish. 

Good Lakes Closed 

“Many of Michigan’s 11,000 lakes are 
clear enough for our operations and 
contain a good number of large carp 
and other ‘undesirable’ fish,” Robinson 
contends. These Midland skin <ivers 
are well informed on the conditions and 
fish in Michigan lakes as they have been 
exploring them for many months 

Although spearing for rough fish: isn’t 
their ultimate goal, Robinson feels, skin 
divers are willing to make strides to 
ward recognition as “sport fisherinen” 
at a slow pace. Perhaps the largest bar- 
rier between the underwater spearer 
and the hook and line fisherman |, the 
latter’s feeling that fishing will be dis 
rupted if the aqua-lung clan _ begins 
probing lake bottoms in large numbers. 


Beck’s answer to this is that skin div- 
ers have little or no real effect on the 
natural habits of fish. “We ofte get 


within two or three feet of fish wi hout 
their blinking an eye. Actually w” are 
less likely to disturb fish than aboy” wa 
ter racket.” 

Another suggestion from the ski: div- 
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Regulator 
Complete $ 82.50 


Complete Lung with 





—_ 


that contains merit is that they 
ved to conduct their sport in 
be poisoned for Conservation 
ent experimental purposes. 
Vew Deal 

follow up for this privilege, 
plains, skin divers would be 
in willing to help conduct un- 
fish counts after the poisoning. 
ing one point against the other 
rs that a new deal is in line 
igan’s Underwater spearfisher- 
rhaps recognition of this new 


ould come. slowly. But, it 
irt—now. 
ng of lakes desirable to skin 


g 
w fish spearing is due. Both 
h fish and game fish. Special 
bag limits should be enacted 
rwater spearing of game fish. 
ish and smaller bag limits ap 
wopriate—at least as a begin 


is no reason why the hook and 
rmen and underwater spearers 
ret along together . . . socially 
he same lake. Skin divers must 
hey are going to have to sell 
es to Michigan anglers. Others 
be expected to pick up the 
or this new sport unless its fol 
irst prove worthy. 

can only be done through sin 
yperation with those who now 


he spear fisherman. > 












































































"I told you to get a Bel-Aqua..... ‘s 
BEL-AQUA WATER SPORTS COMPANY 
3720 W. 54TH ST. LOS ANGELES 43, CALIFORNIA 








NOW! 





Complete Lung with 
Reserve Valve $164.50 


Only a two stage regulator provides Uniform 
Breathing at all depths and all tank pressures. 
Unique mouthpiece design with non-return valves 
offers greater comfort and easiest clearing reg- 
ulator whenever flooded—'‘‘One Blow’’ does it! 
DACOR provides Quality—Ruggedness—Depend- 
ability—Service Free Operation Unmatched. PROVIDES 


IT'S DEFINITELY MORE 
ECONOMICAL TO OWN A DACOR EASIER 


cre’ US. NAVY 


DACOR Diving Lung 


“rosso rr.ceetH = SSs«éDOOUBLE 


ACTUAL DIVES TO 300 FT. 
+ actu, DIAPHRAGM 


@ WILL OPERATE AT 83° 
BELOW ZERO 








sa.veve $4950 DACOR CORPORATION BREATHING 


P. O. Box 551 Evanston, Ill. IN ALL POSITIONS 
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PHOTO-DIVERS TREK TO BERMUDA 


Peter Stackpole, famed magazine pho- 
tographer and skin diving motion pic- 
ture specialist, will be host July 20 to 
27 to a select group of photographic 
skin divers to Bermuda. Mr. Stackpole 
will lead this photo tour for the Ardel 
Travel Bureau, 745 Fifth Avenue, New 
York City. 

He has spent many years in under 
water motion picture and still photo 
graphy in Bermuda and rates this area 
as the “clearest water in the western 
Atlantic.” 

The per participant price of $298 
will include round trip passage via Pan 
American World eight days 
and seven nights at the Castle Harbour 
Hotel, excellent rooms all with private 
bath and two day, cocktail 
parties, all transfers, filming and div 


\irways, 


meals a 


ing demonstrations, evening color film 
and lectures, free flash 
of some underwater photo equipment. 
Free models supplied by the Bermuda 
Development Board and contests spon 


bulbs and use 


sored by Westinghouse and the Bermuda 
Development Board will be other fea- 
tures. 

rhis trip will provide for the photo- 
grapher-sportsman primarily, but wives 
will not be forgotten. Non-skin diving 
participants will be treated as VIP’s by 
the Bermuda government and guided on 
many scenic tours and “off the beaten 
track”’ visits to places that are conducive 
to documentary-type as well as scenic 
photography. The Bermuda _ govern- 
ment will clear all equipment through 
customs with a minimum of formality. 

rrips to old Spanish wrecks, helmet 
and lung diving, and underseas motor 
scooter (power diver) are some of the 
features of this unique vacation. Peter 
Stackpole will premiere his own under- 
seas color films in the evening. These 
films feature the discovery of an emerald 
and gold cross found in a Spanish wreck 
off the 
valued at $25,000. > 


Bermuda shore. This cross is 








Spearfishing Championships 
It is with a great deal of price tha 
we announce the first women’s ™ atiop. 
al Underwater Spearfishing Con‘est jp 
the United States will be held o1 Sep 
tember 1, 1957. This unique cont« st wil] 
be held in the Los Angeles, Cal. fornia 
area, the exact place will be anne unced 
later in the year. 

This feminine contest has lon: been 
the dream of many women divers High 
hopes are held that it will get of! to an 
auspicious start in its first year 

Bids are open to the Counc and 
cities and organi itions 
around the nation for this anc next 
year’s contest. Sponsorship bid: _ will 
start at $1200 minimum. Any bid tend 
ered should be in writing. All corte 
spondence and bids should be d ected 
to the Committee Chairman, Mis Kate 
Miller, 3001 Stanford Street, \ enice 
California. >» 


\ssociations, 





PAT. 
PENDING 


SKIN DIVER MADE 


IT — FOR SKIN DIVERS. 
HE KNEW WHAT WAS 


NEEDED. “TWIN SPEAR I” 


TWIN SP 


$550 


COMPLETE. 


SEND CHECK 


YOU CAN SHOOT SPEARS 
SINGLY, OR TWO-AT-A-TIME 


THE 
ONLY DOUBLE 
SPEAR GUN MADE. 


CLUB RI 
double 
with “*S 
in this 
by-laws 


SKIN D 
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Dallas, 


OR FOR THOSE “BIG FELLAS.” 


GUARANTEES A SECOND SHOT, MONEY ORDER NO OTHER GUN HAS THE 


The | 


ELIMINATING THE SKIN DIVER’S bs 


OFT-REPEATED LAMENT, 


9111-210 PLACE 


one that got away.” 





“You should’a seen the ROBERT A. JAEGER 


BELLAIRE 28, L. L, N. Y. 
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CLUB RE’ ORTS are submitted bi-monthly by club publicity representative, one typewritten page, 


double 
with “Sk 
in this 


by-laws urnished upon request. 


SKIN D 
country 
receive 


will be slaced on display in our office. 


Scotland a 
DUNDEE SUB-AQUA CLUB 
By Walter C. Deas 
f our members made their first dive 
sea this year, commenting “was it 


Dundee 


Four 
into th 
worth 

We now have underwater photography and 
spearfisiing competition. I have at last ob- 
tained 16 mm camera and we have hopes 
of taking an underwater film on this year’s 
holiday planned for up north in the Shetland 
Islands or on our wonderful west coast at 
Mallaig 

Stan Stamder, our chairman, and I are to 
attend the important Scottish club meeting in 
Edinburgh. 

One of our members, stationed with the 
armed forces in Hong Kong, has written say- 
ing that the best diving is in our Scottish 
waters on the west coast. Even though he 
has dived off the coasts of Africa and in 
other waters he still prefers our waters, so | 
guess we can’t be that bad off here after 
all, >» 


Dallas, Texas .. . 
DALLAS DIVERS INC. 

By Willis Logan 
The Club had only one meeting this month 
but I feel it was one of the best of the new 
season. About forty members and guests at- 
tended. The first part of the meeting was 
given by Dick Mills of the Research Dept. 
of the Magnolia Oil Co. He talked about 
the oil companies’ divers and the part they 
Play in the over all picture of oil explora- 
tion. Oddly enough they were not looking 
for oi! in their dives to the bottom of the 
Gulf but were taking samples of shell and 


ction of the magazine and be placed on the Club Roster. 


aced, 100 words per report. NEW CLUBS should file their official name and address 
Diver,”’ they will then receive a schedule of the months their report will be published 


A sample constitution and 


ER is collecting club emblems or patches from underwater organizations around the 
slease send yours soon if we have not received it already. We would also like to 
marine specimen, stuffed, dried, painted, shells, etc., from each club. These specimens 


rocks to aid in the study of how oil is formed 
His talk was followed by a movie of the 
divers in action. 

The next feature was a movie by Roland 
Riviere Sr. on spearfishing under the off shore 
oil rigs south of Grand Isle, Louisiana. Mr. 
Riviere narrated the movie and explained the 
problems in taking the movie. There were 
many good underwater color shots of the 
sled towed by Mr. Riviere’s boat the “Skin 
Diver”. 

In addition to viewing on TV Dimitri Rebi- 
koff’s movie “Under the Red Sea” the club 
also enjoyed U. S. Divers film the “Blue Con- 
tinent” which is a very good color movie 
It was a full evening of enjoyment and thanks 
to Bill Davis, Dick Mills, and Roland Riviere 
Sr. for making it possible. 

Much activity is planned in the next few 
weeks for the club. A sports show, in which 
a large diving tank will be used with a four 
by six viewing window will demonstate the 
use of all the diving equipment on a diver in 
action. Also a display will be presented by 
the club in conjunction with the opening of 
“The Silent World”. More next month. >=» 


Angeles, Calif. . . . 
PESCADORES 
By Floyd Oliver 

New officers of the Pescadores of Los An- 
geles, elected at a recent meeting, are Howie 
Lindenmeyer, president; Bill Cronin, vice- 
president, and Floyd Oliver, secretary-treas- 
urer. 

The club plans for 1957 call for compe- 
tition diving, several trips to Catalina Island, 
trips to nearby points and a luau later in the 
season. =» 


Los 


/ET SUIT —— $39 
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White Plains, New York... 
WHITE PLAINS SKIN DIVERS CLUB 
By Charles Smithline 
Our club was organized in 1956 and is 
presently awaiting membership with the Em- 
pire State Council. Our ten members are 
equipped with Scuba and have been diving 
indep*ndently from one to three years. Four 
of our wives are also members. 
Most of us hold Red Cross 
cards and we hold classes at the YMCA 
each week. We have a rescue and re 
covery team that works with the sheriff's of 
fice. Our club members dive together twice 
each month and we maintain an accurate log 
of all activities, temperatures, visibility, etc. ~.» 


Instructors 


also 


Long Island Area New York State... 


LONG ISLAND DOLPHINS 
By Fred Evans 

Water still too cold for any worthwhile 
spearfishing. Not too cold for the Dolphins 
of course, just for the fish. In spite of the 
existing conditions there has been consider- 
able diving activity by quite a few of the 
boys. Yours truly tried some underwater 
movies at Far Rockaway. The film is still 
being processed so I'm still hoping for results. 

The club Scuba is finally finished 
and in the spring we will give the students 
the final dive in open water. While on the 
subject of Scuba courses, we are making plans 
to instruct some of the men of the Hunting- 
ton, Long Island Fire Dept. in the use of the 
Scott Hydro-Pak so that they may safely 
carry out rescue and recovery work in their 
area. 

Speaking of the club in general, things are 
starting to pop. Under our new president Roy 
Keiser, we are looking forward to a season 
full of real diving activity. If only half of 
the plans that Roy has in mind are carried 
out, this year should prove to be one of the 
best diving seasons we have had yet. ~» 


course 


Professional Type 


Best quality — workmanship, and ma- 
terials. Suit is ready-to-wear in small, 
medium and large sizes. ALSO .. . in 
Kit form at only $24.95. 


The DEL MAR SUIT CO. 
P.O. BOX 7163 
SAN DIEGO 7, CALIF. 





Rahway, New Jersey... 
MERMEN DIVING CLUB 
By Lynn Hayes 

The “Mermen,” formerly of Linden, N. J. 
was recently restarted at the Y.M.C.A. in 
Rahway. 

We meet the second Thursday of every 
month from eight to ten o'clock. The first 
hour is used for programs and any business 
at hand. The second hour is spent in the pool 
practicing the safe use of Scuba and other 
diving gear. Now we have a committee to 
set up a program in the pool. 

At the last meeting we formed most of the 
committees needed by the club. We also 
elected a new treasurer, Robert Tobin. 

Our club is now open for membership to 
anyone seventeen or over who can pass the 
entrance requirements. Anyone interested in 
further information about our club may con- 
tact Lynn Hayes, 85 W. Milton Ave., Rah- 
way, N.J., FU 8-4632. ~» 


Flint, Michigan... 
FLINT SKIN DIVING CLUB 
By David Foster 

Late in February Don Homsher represented 
the F.S.D.C. at a meeting to form the 
Genesee County Underwater Rescue and Re- 
covery Unit. Qualified members of the five 
Flint diving clubs could be contacted either 
in the emergency of a nuclear or natural 
disaster, or to search for drowning victims. 

At its latest meeting the club voted to re- 
new its membership in the Michigan Skin 
Diving Council and planned arrangements for 
the Flint Sports and Boat Show. The five 
Flint diving clubs are working together on a 
display including a tank complete with fish 
and a diver. 

Diving has been increasing as the ice dis- 
appears. >» 








Albany, New York .. . 
AQUA-BANEAN’S 
By Jim Loftus 

We the Aqua-Banean’s, would like to in- 
troduce ourselves to you and your readers. 
Our club was formed in 1956 by Leonard 
L. Jones, upon request of local scuba divers. 
Membership so far is 27 active members. We 
joined the Empire State Underwater Council 
last November. 

Most of our activity thus far consists of 
forming our club, and teaching skin and 
scuba diving for Adult Education at a local 
high school. The course is, one night a week, 
for 15 weeks. So you see we have our hands 
full. I believe this is the first time Scuba Div- 
ing has been taught through a State Educa- 
tion Program. This, to say the least, has 
done much for favorable recognition. 

We would like to see some other clubs 
teach this course through state education, it 
really does something for the sport. It opens 
the sport to people who might otherwise be 
reluctant to join club sponsored groups. > 


New York, N.Y... . 
AQUA ACES 
By Bill Astwood 
The Aqua Aces is a newly formed club of 
about eight members, organized for the pur- 
pose of having a small group of friends that 
can be called upon for buddies as we are an 
all lung club. We are an offshoot of the 
Scuba course at the Jamacia Y.M.C.A. all 
members having met there. Our Constitution 
was drafted on February fifth of this year 
and our officers are Irving Schachter, Jack 
Prager and Bill Astwood. Our plans are for 
small, close, club without a great deal of 
time spent on public education and other 
outside commitments. We are interested in a 
few more members and anyone who wishes 
information should contact me at 62-36 81 
St., Middle Village 79, N. Y. > 


The Yokohama Diving Club in Yo! ohama 
Japan, has plugged away in its slight'y mor 
than one year history and has recently jp. 
Tarasa\a ang 


augurated Tom 


Hal Pierce as officers. 


Yokohama, Japan .. . 
YOKOHAMA DIVING CLUR 





By |. Wal 





The club meets on the third Thur: day of 
each month at 7:30 p.m. in Yokoham. at th 
Colonial Club and for those who p ss oy 


way .. : drop 


Tokyo-Yo »yhama 


phone book has the listings of our of? cers, 
Our usual meeting consists of routine bus. 

ness followed by a movie, new equipr ent o 

a guest speaker or just plain lies. We hay 


had for speakers 
UDT, photography, 
country seems to attract 


abalo: e, the 


And this transit 
divers fron other 


places who occasionally drop in to te!’ bigger 


lies than we do. 


Spring is now descending on Japan . ith its 
hot, humid, rainy weather making id 4l dj. 
ing for those of us in the Yokohama Diving 


Club. ~» 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


DEVILS OF THE DEEP 


February 18, 


By Stan Ki -hefski 
the first official 


meeting of the “Devils of the Deep”. 
Our newly formed club has twelve active 


members and 


we have members 
consin, Michigan, and Illinois. 


rapidly. ctually 
three state. Wis 


Of course as soon as our official ! .siness 
was taken care of, we started makin. plans 
for the coming summer. Two of our m -mbers 


have boats so 


cover a iot of 


ground, or water as the case may be 

We are somewhat hampered in di\ing at 
this time of the year as only one of 1s has 
a rubber suit. So all of our diving so ‘ar has 
been in the local swimming pools. 








RETAIL ONLY 
CORNELIUS COMPRESSORS 


$60.00 


COMPLETE CORNELIUS AIR 
COMPRESSOR ASSEMBLIES 


$165.00 


OTHER COMPLETE AIR COMPRESSOR 
ASSEMBLIES WITH ONE YEAR GUARANTEE 
AS LOW AS $125.00 





COUNTS. 





DEALERS! 
AQUA PRODUCTS WANTS YOUR BUSINESS 
UNDERWATER SWIMMING EQUIPMENT LINE. 


AQUA PRODUCTS 


2005 Monroe St., 


Toledo, 


Ohio 


OFFERED ON A CONSIGNMENT BASIS 


IN THE 


AS AN INDUCEMENT FOR YOU TO USE OUR JOBBER 
FACILITIES, WE OFFER ONE OF THE INGERSOLL-RAND 
AIR COMPRESSORS ON A CONSIGNMENT BASIS, IN EX- 
CHANGE FOR YOUR BUSINESS. FOR COMPLETE DETAILS 
WRITE TO US. COMPLETE AIR COMPRESSOR ASSEMBLIES 
ARE ALSO AVAILABLE TO LARGE ESTABLISHED AC- 


— 
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Id, Mass... . 
MASSACHUSETTS SEA LIONS 
By Pat Baldasaro 

Winter activities for the Massachusetts Sea 
Lions have been confined to indoor pools. 
Our first meeting was held at the Springfield 
College pool. We had contests ranging from 
snorkel racing to putting on lungs underwa- 
tet. The older members found it hard to 
compete with the younger ones when it 
came to racing but found revenge in putting 
on th lungs underwater. Nevertheless 
prizes were won by both ages and everybody 
had so much fun we decided to have all 
future meetings at indoor pools for the re- 
mainder of the winter months. 

Bob .nd Jack Ley, Pat Baldasaro, and 
Ed Keenan have braved the freezing weather 
and ver‘ured to dive under the ice, finding 
it no < Terent except being confined to the 
length ©! a rope. 

The \estern Massachusetts Underwater 
Recove Team in conjunction with the 
Holyok. Underwater Supply, compromised 
of mem >ers of our club, have begun diving 
lessons the Holyoke YMCA, which should 
increas’ our membership for the summer 
months :head. ~~ 


Miami, Florida .. . 
DEEP »“EA WANDERERS Miami Chapter 
By Bob Bourgault 
Divin. around Miami and the Keys is dif- 
ferent ‘om anything we've encountered in 
our siz dle wanderings. The outer reef is 


some | miles off-shore, and there is little 
worth -2tting a snorkel wet over in between. 
The “f.bulous” sunken wrecks we've heard 


so much about, and hadn’t believed in, actual- 
ly do exist. Wreckage is common enough, 
and the copper rods often used in boat con- 
struction litter many sandy patches. Granted, 
actual monetary gain from these hulks is the 
stuff dreams are made of, but many interest- 
ing hours can be spent in each exploration. 
We've met individuals who actually have 
found iiems such as silver-plate, kegs ‘of nails, 
bundles of files and the inevitable wine casks, 
but they are the exception. 

The “String Fishermen” continue to hold 
their own in the Florida legislature in spite 
of the near heroic efforts of some diving 
groups. Sections of the Keys remain out of 
bounds and to be seen there with spear gun 
in hand is courting the worse form of disaster. 
Florida seems to lack the organization neces- 
sary for true concentrated effort to relieve 
the situation. 

The boat used by the wanderers here in 
Miami is the “Kilroy II’ and not the “Vaga- 
bond’s Dream” mentioned in the last report. 
We berth at the Florida Yacht Basin and 
offer warm welcome to anyone with similar 
INtETeSIS. ~~ 


Portland, Oregon .. . 
OREGON SKIN DIVERS 
By Alan Beale 

Spring is beginning to roll around up here 
in the Northwest and, as a result, more div- 
efs are getting out to enjoy a weekend of 
diving February 10 marked another club 
diving day for the Oregon Skin Divers. About 
10 or 11 fellows turned out for an excur- 
sion to Hoods Canal. There was a great deal 
of spearfishing done and some beauties were 
brought in. Bob Holmes got a six foot oc- 
topus and brought it up for display. Several 
Photographs were taken of it, and since it 
was mating season, the creature was put 
back into the water, and it went back to 
its hole. 

If Harold Duarte pieced together all the 
patches that are on his rubber suit now he'd 
have almost a complete new rubber suit. Ex- 
aggerated, of course, but as is the case on 
every dive, Harold ripped his suit. On this 
dive, as in past dives, everyone had a good 
time and it looks like these club dives are 
Successful. >» 
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4444464 ond PROFESSIONAL 


444444 BEFORE A VALUE LIKE THIS ONE 


WET SUIT KIT——Complete with all materials and 
instructions to make an insulated foam neoprene 
full suit with hood and seven zippers. Reinforced 
seams. Custom-made to you. Fast on and off. 
Tough and durable. Dries in minutes. Choice of 
half jacket zipper or full jacket zipper as illustrat- 
ed. Order yours today or send for rubber sample. 
Fill in information below and at right and add any 
additional measurements desired, also send check 
or money order for $24.95 to Seal Life, 1901 
Pacific Coast Hwy., Lomita, California 


ames |S ym 


New 10 Ib. underwater weight belt featuring a 
two inch webbing with the Mar-Mac quick release 
buckle. Price $7.95. 

(Sorry, No C.O.D.) 








Name 
Address 


City 





COMPLETE KIT 
With Hood and Boots 
JUST $24.95 1901 Pacific Coast Hwy. 
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( ounlius PORTABLE HIGH PRESSURE AIR COMPRESSORS 


First Choice 
of Skindivers 
the World Over 





Strangest Dive On Record 
310 Feet Under The Desert, 
45 Feet Under Water! 


A uranium mine in Utah had flooded, 
making the pumping equipment inoper- 
ative under 45 feet of flood water. The 
water level was 265 feet underground. 
To free the pumping equipment, it was 
necessary for Mr. Cross to work under- 
water about 7 hours in 312 hour shifts on 
two successive days in total darkness. 





E. R. CROSS, Master Diver 


Thanks to his Cornelius compressor he was able to 
accept this hazardous job located over a thousand 
miles from the nearest source of high pressure air. 
Mr. Cross’ report points up another example of the 
indispensable service rendered by Cornelius port- 
able air compressors in rugged commercial diving, 

(Original letter on file.) 

See your sporting goods or marine dealer 
or write for free catalog 


Model 130R1411 0 THE Ccinellus COMPANY 


2.5 H.P., 4 Cycle Gasoline Engine 
2 CFM, 3,000 PSI. Weight 81 Ibs. 550 - 39th Avenue N.E. ° Minneapolis 21, Minn. 























SAN DIEGO 
DIVERS SUPPLY, INC. 


DUCK FEET 


are available again 
in black and gum 
rubber. 
ready to deliver... 


12." 


Wet Suit 
Kits from 


$4935 


Certified Air—Air service cards available, $12.50 
worth of pure air for only $10.00. All bottles 
water cooled. 

4042 Midway Drive 
San Diego 10, Calif., ACademy 2-7021 


(across from Midway Drive In) 


Mail order 











DI-VEST HARNESS 





Adjustable 


One Buckle Harness size. 

No Weight Belt needed... Weights go on and 

off, even underwater without removing harness. 

No extra harnesses needed... Lift exhausted 
tank out—Slip full tank in. 


to any 


Harness goes on and off as easily as a vest, 
even in small tossing boat. 
Compartment for Snorkel and Safety Pack. 
Heavy Canvas — All Solid Brass Fittings. 
Safer—More Comfortable. 

Made for Divers by an Expert Diver. 


GUARANTEED 
Harness $12.00 
Di-Vest Lead Weights 1-Ib. $1.00 
ey 


if you do not own a Di-Vest-Harness you can 
purchase Di-Vest Weight Belt with three Di-Vest 
Weights (total 5-lbs.) (Di-Vest weights can be 
put on or removed without removing belt). 
Price . 


Dealers inquiries invited 
FOR FULL DETAILS WRITE: 
Greyhound Enterprises, Inc. 


2303 Surf Avenue 
Brooklyn 24, New York 
Pat Pending 





(Publisher of the bi-annual Directory of 
Conchologists; importer and dealer in Con- 
chology, Ornithology, Entomology, Ichthyology, 
Herpetology, Mammalogy, Biology, Botany and 
Geology.) 
oe is depending upon the skin 

divers with the 

equipment to add greatly to the sum of 
our knowledge regarding the ecology 
of off shore marine animals. The data 
accumulated to date is largely based up 
on conjecture. Dredging operations have 
brought to the surface a host of differ- 
ent creatures, but in countless cases the 
habits of life remain a puzzle. 

“Skin Diver” has given us some excel 
lent accounts in recent issues of spean 
ing large Octopi. The anatomy, includ- 
ing the quite remarkable brain and eye 
of the Octopus, has been very thorough- 
ly studied by many anatomists, but the 
possible extent of associative learning is 
not well known. We do know that their 
brain far transcends that of most of the 
other animals of their immediate world, 
but stories about them are so seemingly 
absurd that most students have filed 
them in the folder with those of the 
talking horse and the like. 

They have been said to insert a stone 


marvelous new 


SHELLS, OCTOPI and SUCH 


By JOHN Q. BURCH 








ADMIRAL 


DEPTH GAUGE 





ADMIRAL DEPTH GAUGE—A German import. The 
finest bourdon tube depth gauge of its type with 
5 ft. markings to 250 ft. Solid brass housing 
with a bright chrome finish. Luminous 
dial and hand List 
MAXIMUM DEPTH INDICATOR ATTACHMENT— 


Tells you accurately how deep you have gone 
and remains fixed until returned back to 0 posi- 


. 


tion. Ideal for taking A 
sounding prior to diving. List 

COMPASS ATTACHMENT—Liquid compass $4,95 
housed in sturdy plexiglass List 


ADMIRAL DEPTH GAUGE— With $16.50 
List 


both attachments. 


Dealer and Jobber Inquiries Invited 


AQUA-GUN CO. 


1121 North Broadway 
Yonkers, New York 










clam 
vhile 
Oth. 
been 
their own 


between the open valves of a larg: 
thus preventing them from closing 
the occupant was being devoured 
ers have claimed that they have 
known to build 
from stones. We have no proof 0: such 
stories. We are disposed to thi k of 


houses of 


them as pure fantasy, but they mi: ht be 
true. Stranger things have bee: dis. 
covered, 

Therefore it is suggested that th next 
time a skin diver finds an Octo; us in 
his lair, that he refrain from sp: aring 
the fellow, and attempt to make | ‘ends 
with him. One of the staff at M rine 
land, California, says that their large 
Octopus will reach up from his tank 
and shake hands in a friendly’ m: iner. 


All observations of the learnin: and 








instinct of these or any other grou), will 
be a genuine contribution to know edge. 
Spearing him may be good spor: but 
is nothing new. 
Even less is known of other ¢ 
of cephalopods. We know that 


species of Sepia migrate to spawn very 


Ups 
ome 


like birds and other animals. Com: para- 
tively little is known of the life h.story 
of the Argonauta, whose female ‘orms 











Wollman-Schmidt 





Model 35A 
undersea camera housing 


For the Ansco Memar 
om $99.50 


The Model 35A is also made for most 


other 35mm cameras. 
Write for complete information. 


WOLLMAN - SCHMIDT 
Undersea Camera & Equipment, Int 
352 - 7th Avenue, New York 1, N. ¥. 


—— 
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the rather desirable and valuable egg 
case known as the Paper Nautilus. We 


at they assemble in large num 
some occasions. A short time 
of the tuna fleet found their 


ter sounding the alarm that they 
nning aground. They discovered 
a large number ol 


were ove! 


fa. They brought up a few with 


ts and proceeded. It is distressing 


to think 
was one of the rarest and most 


Il collector and dealer 


w of all species of Argonauta, 
There are four 
species reported from the Pa- 


or five 


iSt. 
iow that many species of small 
are probably parasitic on other 
and animals. Unfortunately, 
the host species for compara 
ew. The dredge or trawl will 
» mixed material with many of 
all shells in the fine dredgings. 
: diver could contribute much 
careful obser 


information by 
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— y 
$99.50 
‘or most SKIN DIVING in the clear waters of the Ba- 
hames and Caribbean, beautiful coral reefs, 
Plenty of fish, treasure hunt in old wreeks 
i Vacation on the WHITE SWAN 
ition. Diese! sailing schooner, roomy accommoda- 
tions for 6-8 people. Boat equipped with 
three stage compressor for aqua lungs 
Rates reasonable. 
t, Ine 
— CAPT. E. A. FOSTER, JR. 
1, Ne V9) 2290 NW North River Dr. Miami, Floride 
nn i" 
ec 
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1957 


Ap 
No 


LIMITED NUMBER 


SKIN DIVER MAGAZINE 
BACK ISSUES 


If you desire any of these valuable back 
issues from former years place your order 
immediately. Send $10.00 for the complete 
set, or 35¢ each for the copies wanted to: 
“Back Issues’’, Skin Diver Magazine, P. O. 
Box 128, Lynwood, Calif. 
VOLUME I—1952...Feb., May and Aug. 
VOLUME II—1953....June and December 
VOLUME 
May, July, Aug., Sept., Nov. 
VOLUME V—1956... Jan., 


VOLUME VI—1957... Jan., 


of 


REMAIN 


IV—1955...Jan., Feb., March, 
Feb., March, 
ril, June, July, Aug., Sept., Oct., 
v., Dec. 


Feb., March 


27 BACK ISSUES TOTAL 
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vation and by taking an animal intact, 
placing it in a jar or sack, being careful 
to include everything connected with it. 

\s dealers in rare specimen shells we 
are frequently asked “Can make 
money diving for shells?” 


we 
The answer 


is definitely “No”, unless the diver is 
sufficiently interested to know which 
ones to collect and how to 


prepare 
them. One colorless mollusk the size of 
a thumb may readily command a good 
price whereas a barrel of large beauties 
may not be worth the freight. The old 
law of supply and demand may have 
been repealed where it affects items sub 
sidized by governments, 
seem have overlooked this 
field. The result is that the value of a 
shell depends almost entirely upon. its 
rarity. Many of the most beautiful shells 
on earth 


but sea shells 


to been in 


are so abundant that they may 
be seen offered in countless Curio shops 
for a few cents each. 

Another disconcerting thing is that a 


shell 


and 


locality 
On 
a large lot 


may be verv rare in one 


very common in another. One 


occasion a diver brought in 
of very fine shells that he had collected 


on one of the south sea islands. He 
was happy with the prices allowed until 
the verv last when he said “Now here 
are four shells that IT expect to really 
collect a price for, because ine all the 
time | was there IT saw but these fou 


specimens.” He had four mediocre speci 
of of the shells 
in the entire Pacific, were rari 


mens one commonest 
but thes 
ties on his island. 

It is unreasonable to expect all skin 
to but 


those that do will certainly find an addi- 


divers become conchologists, 
tional pleasure in their sport. 
One of the best methods to determine 
what is worth taking is to collect a few 
of all shells available, acd 
vised, then number each variety, keep 


clean them as 


ing one specimen of each number and 


mail the others either to an established 


dealer or to a willing professional stu 


dent or museum curator. [It is then a 


simple matter to write the collector ad 


tising the numbers that are of interest 
and value as well as those that are not. 
The shell collector disdains to con 


sider a shell that has not been collected 
alive. Dead or hermit crab specimens 
are known to them The 
cepted method of cleaning them is to 


as “bones”. a 
boil the shell with the animal in it for 
about five minutes, and while still warm 
pull the animals from the shells. Most 
their kit of 
for doing this, but one of the simplest 
and easiest implement to get is a fish 
hook. The fh hook should be straight 
ened over a gas flame to varying degrees 
of a curve to fit different shells. Most 
univalve mollusks, have 
what is known as an operculum. This is 
either a horny or a shelly plate with 
which the mollusk closed the entrance 


collectors have own tools 


gastropods, 





S 





RATE. 10¢ A WORD 
PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY 
COPY BEFORE CLOSING 

DATE, FIRST OF THE MONTH 


FOREIGN & DOMESTIC divers wishing to 
gather shells commercially, contact: Nep- 


tune’s Shell Mart, 5602 34th St. N., 
St. Petersburg, Fla. 
FOREIGN DIVERS—Send me your rare 


shells, especially volutes and cones—pay 
you cash—subscription to this magazine— 
diving equipment. Write: R. O. Stotter, 
Imperial Beach, Calif. 


JOHN Q. BURCH, Importer and Dealer in 
Natural History Books and Specimen 
Shells. Conchology, Ornithology, Entomo- 
logy, Ichthyology, Herpetology, Mamma- 
logy, Biology, Botany, Geology. 1584 W. 
Vernon Ave., Los Angeles 62, Calif. Tele- 
phone AX 3-5710. 


SHELL COLLECTORS—We buy, sell and 
exchange World Wide Seashells. Interested 
in buying Shells with location where found 
(area, depth of water, etc.) We are 
dealers in Shells. Edward Dunav, 229 S. 
9th Street, Philadelphia 7, Penna. 


SHELL COLLECTORS—Come to the But- 
tonwood Farm Shell Auction, 200 Mont- 
gomery Avenue, Chestnut Hill, Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania—Saturday, September 
14th, 1957, from 10:45 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 


SHELL TRADING STATION—I am especi- 
ally interested in shells from the Caribbean 
and Mediterranean. Anybody interested in 
this write: J. W. Macinnes, Navy #824, 
Box 2 ¢c o FPO, San Francisco, Calif. 


WANT TO CORRESPOND with divers 
abroad about pearl diving. John Root, 724 
Palm St., West Palm Beach, Florida. 


WANTED—Sea shells. Specimens must be 
taken alive. Send list of available shells to: 
J. W. Miller, 1552 Miramar Drive, Balboa, 
California, U.S.A. 


WANTED to buy—pearl shell from divers. 
John Root, Box 182, W. Palm Beach, Fla. 





to the shell. A fine specimen shell 
should have this operculum removed 
from the foot of the animal and kept 
with the shell. In some groups this is 
a valuable character to study in classi 


fication. > 
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FLIPPER 
MSPLASH 
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(NOW, THERES A REAL DIVER’) 
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ROUND TRIP 70: 

from TIJUANA Tax 

LA PAZ ORETO 
LAS onuens 


* 
see YOUR TRAVEL AGENT or 
mar de Cortea 
SCHEDULED AIRLINE 
SUITE 418 « 510 W 6th ST 








LOS ANGELES 14, CALIF MA 5°1551 









LA PAZ 


BAJA CALIFORNIA, MEXICO 





Small boats 10 and 25 H.P. motors $2.50 and 
$3.00 per hour. Less 25% to SKIN DIVERS. 10 
Cruisers from $50 to $60 per day. 


Round Trip From juarez $64.32 
Round Trip From Guaymas $26.04 


FLY in luxurious DC3 scheduled flights daily La 
Paz, visited by Hernan Cortez in 1536. Accla ned 
as the world’s best fishing grounds. A wonerful 
climate with 361 sunny days a year. 





Mexico’s Spearfishing Mecca 











The new... 


SUB-GLIDER 


+ 


A powerful underwater vehicle at last 
Easily controlled with only one hand 
using stick like an airplane. Rol!s 
loops, does immelmans. Easy to us 
Top board with controls may be pur- 
chased separately to be towed behind 
a boat. Can move sideways or up or 
down. Sub-Glider may now be had in 
kit form to be assembled by anyone 
with a few tools and some mechanical 
ability. 
Patent Pending 
Prices F.O. B. Reno 
Top board with shield 
and controls $ 85.00 
SUB- —. complete 
$680.00 


less batt 
SUB-GLIDER ‘aie 
\ J, eee $495.00 
Write for details and dealership proposit 


HANCO SALES 


725 GORDON AVE., RENO, ene 
Telephone Fairview 3-7690 
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SKIN DIVERS CHOOSE 


JET-FIRE 
Power-Head $6.95 


or the big ones, Jet-Fire power 
ead provides that added punch 

Fires 32 caliber blank cart- 
dge . . . Automatic ejection of 
urtridge case . . . Designed for 
e French Arbalet. 


C0 


, 
\ 
LAA 


| dl 


SZ | 
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I Vhen Accuracy Counts 


TIGER SHARK 
Spear Gun $3.95 


Accuracy plus simplicity of Tiger 
Shark spear gun give you trouble- 
ree performance . . . Powered by 
lastic sling . . . Safe to use. No 
rigger to cause accidental dis- 


> charge . . . Complete with spear. 
|) 

) 

La 

ed 





Write for free brochure 





< q aes | 


Diving Corp. of America 
722 S.W. 8th St., Miami, Fla. 


53 — 
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The case 
you can’t dismiss 





oe SEAHAWK 


oie HIGH-QUALITY, LOW-PRICED 

ae UNDERWATER CAMERA CASES 
et MARK Il for Argus C-3 $59.95 
1 oF MARK Ill for Argus C-4 $69.95 
MARK Ill for the Leica $89.95 
nical Check These Features 


® Anodized to resist corrosion. 

® Cutside controls for film wind & lock, 
00 shutter release & cock. 

® Precision designed & machined. 


Port that accepts flash adapter. 


ae ® Tested & guaranteed to 150 feet. 
~ > WRITE FOR FREE BROCHURE 


» SEAHAWK PRODUCTS 
Box 1157, Dept. 2, Coral Gables, Fla. 

















SKIN DIVER—May, 1957 








Stoneham, Massachusetts .. . 
BAY STATE AQUA CLUB 
By Gerald F. Comeau 
We have recently learned that the odd 
looking fish speared by John Silva last Au- 
gust off Nahant, Massachusetts, was a poi- 
sonous Scorpion fish. Although only a foot 
or so long, it was capable of inflicting a 
painful if not deadly injury. At the time, we 
were impressed by its horrible looking head, 
and its set of razor sharp teeth, but we had 
no idea what species'of fish it was. John 
speared it in about fifteen feet of water, 
with a three prong frog gig hand spear. It 
was speared right behind the gills on the left 
side with all three prongs penetrating to the 
opposite side. We have not heard of any 
other club catching such an odd type fish in 
this region before. ~~ 


Valparaiso, Ind... . 
GREAT LAKES SKIN DIVERS 
By Douglas C. Hemstreet 

Our club is giving safety scuba training to 
beginners and planning photography, salvage, 
exploration and the acquisition of an army 
duck. Anyone within 50 miles who wants to 
join, write or phone. 

I'd like to hear from all divers in the area, 
including those not interested in a club, to 
get an idea of how many divers we have 
here. Hope to get together with other clubs, 
so would like to hear from them. Anyone 
have information on German hydrophone? 
Douglas Hemstreet, 510 Emmetsburg Ave., 
Valparaiso, Ind. >=» 


Bellflower, Calif... . 
DAVEY JONES RAIDERS 
By George Toombs 

The Davey Jones Raiders are again en- 
joying trips to the outlaying islands aboard 
their club owned boat “Raider.” A trip was 
made to Catalina on March 2 with ideal 
diving conditions. 

Many trips are being planned in the near 
future and anyone who may be interested in 
going as guests of the Raiders are asked to 
phone the club president, Albert J. Titford, 
at GA 5-6925 any evening during the week. 

Regular club meetings are held on the 
first and third Tuesdays of each month at 
the John Hostler Junior School in Lynwood. 
Since the Raiders have lost several of their 
members to the military service, we would 
like to add a few more active members, so 
anyone interested give us a buzz. ~= 


Carmel, Calif... . 
CARMEL BATHING ASSN. 
By Bill Rokes 

Four members of our club just returned 
from a trip to Guaymas and Pt. Kino. They 
report that the diving conditions were very 
poor due to a storm and that the local fish- 
erman were using dynamite to get fish. They 
did manage to get one spotted Grouper and 
a few bugs. 

Bob Moore and an honorary member Bob 
McCurdy helped out the local authorities by 
locating a car that drove off a cliff into the 
ocean just south of Carmel. The club has 
been making a lot of dives in the local wa- 
ters with very good catches being made. 
Among the best was a four foot Leopard 
Shark and g 21-lb. Ling taken by Bob 
Moore, a 30-lb: Ling and a Wolf eel mea- 
suring five foot being taken by Bill Rokes. 
Members Jerry Perry, Ray Birch, and Bob 
Moore hit the Carmel Bay and in less than 
an hour got 25 large sized market Crabs. 
We are now 24 members strong and are still 
growing. Anyone interested can contact the 
club President at Carmel phone MA 
47555. ~=> 








Tremendous Saving! 
Ingersoll-Rand High-Pressure 


AIR COMPRESSORS 


¢ Wilt fill 37 C.F. tank in 7 minutes. 

* Rated 2000 PSi., 16 CFM. at 600 RPM. 
¢ U.S. Air Force rebuilt. 

* 3-stage Compressor, Model 3321. 





This compressor will pay for itself many 
times over with savings on tank refills. 
Requires 7.5 H.P. electric moter or Wis- 
consin VE-4 gasoline engine. 


List price $1160.00 
Now, while they last, 29500 
Ship. Wt. 400 Ibs. F.0.B. Chicago 





SPECIAL! — Brand new — War Surplus 
Wisconsin engines sold only with com- 
pressor. Reg. $412 — Now Only $212 











HARRIS SUPPLY CO. 
(Regular Ingersoll-Rand dealer) 
1710 So. Michigan Ave., Chicago 16, Ill. 
Phone WEbster 9-2700 











FENJOHN 


Underwater Photo & Equipment 
Company 
90 Cricket Ave., Ardmore, Pa. 















THE MOST POPULAR 

“MAKE -. IT - YOUR- 

SELF” SUIT KIT — 
$29.95 


The warmest, most 
comfortable and swim 
mable suit excellent 
in waters down to 45° 
—recom d mittens 
and socks when water 
is below 60°. 








Complete with best materials obtainable; non 
connecting cell Neoprene, four non-corrosive 
zippers, seam material, cement, patterns and 


directions. 
. . > > 


New underwater compass, 


I iin. $12.50 
Fenjohn non-slip weight belts 
' Lf ae $ 8.95 


Write for our new catalog 














Wanta be a better diver ? 


try... GYM “N” SWIM 


ag to increase your endurance and 
stamina thru daily exercise. Let us help 
you trim down, enlarge your chest ca- 
pacity and breath-holding ability, with 
our special breathing exercises. 

Our facilities include . . 
A large swimming pool—Complete gym 
—Reducing equipment 
—Steam Room— 
—Showers and lock- 
ers—Trained body- 
building instructors 








Managed by Jack Rainier 


GYM “N” SWIM 


4500 E. Firestone Phone LO. 7-9127 
Southgate California 











JOIN OUR 
UNDERWATER 


CLUB NOW! 





WRITE FOR FREE 
PRICE LIST AND 
SPECIAL PRIVILEGES 
TO CLUB MEMBERS 


We stock a complete line of 
nationally advertised diving 
needs including SCUBA, wet 
and dry type suits, spear guns, 
fins, masks, water skis, aqua- 
planes, parts and accessories. 


Immediate Delivery from 
Our Stock! We Pay All | 
Shipping Costs to You! - 
= A 4b 3 









DEPT. SD-14 


Bor 242, Syracuse 1, Neu York 






Metuchen, New Jersey . . . 
UNDERWATER FISHERMEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 
By B. Bruno 

One of the highlights of our season was 
the recovery of the body of a small girl 
which had been lost for fifty hours or so. 
Member Bob Baker found the body in twen- 
ty feet of water while searching with a Scuba. 
In the search for the little girl helicopters, 
first aid squads, and hundreds of soldiers and 
civilians were used. Bob was on the front 
page of all the local newspapers bringing 
some excellent publicity to the good name 
of skin diving. 

Several members attended a council meet- 
ing at Sea Girt, New Jersey, to protest the 
passing of an anti-spearfishing law, but to 
no avail for it seemed that the conclusion 
had been pre-determined, the law was passed. 
Every councilmen but one voted for the law 
to be passed. 

Our club has given quite a few demon- 
strations at various shows recently, with 
many members participating. The largest 
show being in New Brunswick, New Jersey 
where we had our largest and best booth yet. 
A great measure of success for the New 
Brunswick show was due to member Ed 
Bartha who put in a lot of time and old 
fashioned hard work. 

Our club is now one of the eight member 
clubs of The New Jersey Council of Skin 
Diving Clubs, whose aim is to increase better 
relationship between hook and line and skin 
diving clubs. Also to promote conservation 
of fish life and to combat adverse legislation 
pertaining to skin diving in and around New 
Jersey. 

Member Mel Kerr was chased out of the 
water while spearfishing off Barnaget jetty. 
At the time he was out about a half a mile, 
as this jetty goes out that far, when a shark 
became more than nosey. This is not the 
first such experience which Mel has had, 
for he has seen several sharks in the New 
Jersey waters in his many years of experi- 
ence as a skin diver. ~=» 


Los Angeles, California .. . 
AQUA DEVILS 
By Fred Giral 

This is our first report in the “Skin Diver.” 
We are a fairly new club (organized August of 
1956). Our meetings are held the first Satur- 
day of every month and the club dive is the 
following weekend on Sunday. 

A point system for team elimination and 
trophies was set up and last month we bought 
our three trophies. The first for the diver of 
the year, another for the largest fish of the 
year, and the third for the member that 
accumulates the most points at three con- 
secutive club dives. 

We are hoping for clear weather and water 
at our next dive at Punta Banda, Baja, 
Calif. >» 


Compton, California . 
SEA ANGELS 
By John C. Mills 

Our club is one of the honored few to have 
a certified instructor by the county of Los 
Angeles, California. He is qualified to instruct 
divers in the art of aqua lunging, and life sav- 
ing. Congratulations are in order to Wayne 
Kalajian. 

Any local skin diving club that would like 
to get together with our club, and have inter- 
club team competition in order to get ready 
for the regionals, or for the spirit of compe- 
tition, you can contact our club President, 
Le Roy Stewart, phone number is Newmark 
1-2223. Here’s hoping we will hear from some 
of you finny characters. ~» 












ENTER NOW 
“THE MISS SKIN 
DIVER CONTEST" 


FIRST PRIZE 
A Trip to La Paz, Mexico 


SECOND PRIZE 


Custom Made %4” Wet Suit 





And Numerous Other Prizes 


THIS CONTEST IS SPONSORED 8/ 
MEL'S AQUA SHOP 
RIVIERA VILLAGE 
1911 SO. CATALINA 
REDONDO BEACH, CALIFORNIA 
CONTACT FOR FREE ENTRY BLANK 








| 














ATTENTION DEALERS! 


We know how anxious you 
are to satisfy your custom 
er by giving him prompt 
service without having your 
money invested in heavy 
stock. 


Let us supply you at fac 
tory terms with the fa 
mous products of: Be! 
Aqua, Healthways, U.S 
Divers, Duck Feet, Topat 
co, Water skiis and our 
general line of Sporting 
Goods. 





PACIFIC OUTDOOR SALES C0. 


Importers-Jobbers 


678A HOWARD ST. 
SAN FRANCISCO 5, CALIF. 
GArfield 1-1846 


If It’s For Water Sports — WV 
have it. Ask for our catalog 
Wholesale only 
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Denver, Colorado .. . 
MILE HIGH SKIN DIVER’S 
ASSOCIATION 
By R. M. Scott 
We are pleased to announce that Colorado 
now has a skin diving club. Our first meeting 
was held March 24, 1957. Officers elected 
were: Phil Gulick, R. M. Kinney, Jr., R. M. 
Scott, and Lou Wilson. Most of the members 
have Scuba gear and the remaining members 
plan to get Scuba as soon as a training pro- 
gram can be set up. A committee was set 
up to write the bylaws and we would ap- 
preciate any suggestions from other inland 
clubs. Correspondence may be addressed to 
R. M. Scott, 1800 24th St., Boulder, Colo- 
rado. 
Sever:| members have been diving all win- 
ter in the many mountain lakes in our vi- 
cinity. We had to chop holes in the ice but 


we found that diving is as enjoyable in the 
winter in the summer. We plan to set 
up a training session for an underwater res- 
cue un Our president, Phil Gulick was 
in the D.T. and is Certified by the Red 
Cross. 

We uld be glad to entertain any out 
of state divers, so drop in and try our lakes 


anytime. = 


Daly City, Calif... . 
SEA LiONS OF SAN MATEO COUNTY 
By Richard Selmi 


There has been a great deal of successful 
activity on the building of our own wet 
suits. \ intend to be able to offer our 
new members the opporunity to build a 


suit and get started in skin diving at a rea- 
sonable amount of money. The women in 
our lives have formed a group of their own, 
called the “Sea Nymph’s” and they are go- 
ing to make their own suits, learn first aid 
—and we hope learn the art of preparing a 


beach luau. We have some real chow 
hounds in this outfit and they love a chow- 
der party now and then. 

The largest fish honors held by Rich Selmi 
with a |6-lb. Ling-Cod has been taken away 
fom him by Ted Hansen with a 18-lb. 
Ling-Cod. That cotton-picker will be hard to 
get along with now. 

Paul Ledel has left the Pogy Punchers’ 


Class with some nice Ling and Cabazone. 
Leo Herrera, Chuck Carlson, Howard Harvey 
and a few of the newer members are wait- 
ing for Davy Jones to calm down his lockers 
so that they can get down and show us the 
way to do it. Jack Wiedmaer has started 
back to school, but plans some heavy sum- 
mer diving. Clarence Schlieve and Leo Her- 
rera have ordered a new Mar Mac Penatra- 
lor gun—-more power to them. Bob Keating, 
the brothers, Bruce and Rich Selmi plan on 
making a lung dive to what is believed to 
be a Japanese midget submarine sunk off 
the Coast. > 


Newport Beach, California .. . 
NEWPORT HARBOR SUB-MARINERS 
By Alan White 
Springtime! And the warm summer months 
already beginning. A few of our members 
are leaving their guns and masks ashore to 
take advantage of the good surfing condi- 
ions summer always brings. This is a dis- 
unct advantage to diving in Southern Cali- 
fornia. Many of the beaches that possess 
good diving areas also possess the right kind 
of surf for riding the breakers in. Some div- 
ets divide their day, taking advantage of the 
Morning’s calm and low tides to do their 
underwater fishing, and spending the after- 
hoons roller-coasting down foamy waves. 
New officers: Bill Silzle, president; John 
Evans Sr., vice-president; Mary Kay Titus, 
secretary; Bob Barbre, treasurer. Sub-Mar- 
mer meetings: Recreation Clubhouse, Balboa 
Blyd. Newport Beach. First Sundays at 
730. Everyone’s welcome. >» 
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SAMPSON — the gun that has made world records... 


FUNNEL LOADING a” 
THUMB SAFETY 
FLUSHING PORT 
TWIN LINE RELEASES 
FOR POWERHEAD USE. 


SAMPSON 


PROFESSIONAL 
UNDERWATER : 
CAMERA HOUSINGS 


Designed for the Bell & 
Howell 16 & 35 MM 
100’ roll cameras. 


Used by Fish & Game, Navy 









and many of our top Cameramen. 


TRIPLE SLINGS 


SAMPSON 
MACHINE 
WORKS 


1604 NEWPORT BLVD. 
COSTA MESA, 
CALIFORNIA 











MAKE YOUR OWN WEIGHTS 


A two cavity machined mold for 
any desired weights up to 3 pounds. 
Perfect weights assured. Will fit 
belts up to two inches in width. 
Cost of four weight belts will pay 
for your mold. 


Great savings for everyone. 
Price $39% 
DOLPHIN ENTERPRISES 


9642 East Artesia Bellflower, Calif. 





—DETROIT— 


A Complete Line of 


Skin Diving Equipment 
18219 W. Seven Mile 
2nd Block West of Southfield 


Ph. KEnwood 4-2299 


A. J. SPORTSMEN SHOP 


AIR REFILLS @ REPAIRS 
EQUIP. RENTALS 














Only $99.95 


Express p.p 
Ne COD 





ee A qun designed and engineered to meet the most 
execting stondords of performance... 


& A gun so simple, so accurate, 
so trouble-free, os to give you 
© brend new experience 
in speor fishing.. 


cs A gun thot yeu 
will be proud 


Aiunouncing.. te AIRMATIC 
a revolutionary new Spear Gun... 


The Choice of the 1955 and 1956 winners of notional contests 


OPERATING PRINCIPLE - Air initially compressed within the gun by 
@ built-in pump Loading the spear compresses the oir further. Air stays 
in the gun os you fire One initial pumping is all you need 
The AIRMATIC Compony, P.O. Box 224, Orange, New Jersey 

Send for Descriptive Literature 












MORE POWERFUL .- Requires 20% 
less loading force thon conventional 
guns. Loading force adjustable to 
suit your muscles 

MORE ACCURATE .- Perfectly belanced, 
no annoying recoil, smooth trigger action 
TROUBLE-FREE -NO CO). NO BUBBLES. NO NOISE 
No rubbers to deteriorate. Gun is 
Spear is stoinless steei.. 13-15 foot 


No springs to rust 
onodized aluminum 
retrieving line in one loop 











SKIN DIVER MAGAZINE 
Box 128 
Lynwood, California 


1-yr. $3 
CL) New 


[] Renew = } #&7©. 





2-yr. $5 
I enclose $__________ for —_____years subscription. 








5-yr. $10 

















Divers’ Bulletin Board 


RATE: Personal notices accepted only. No 





Commercials. 10c¢ per word. Payment must 
accompany copy before closing date, first 
of month. 


SKIN DIVER with capital seeks money 
maker. Write: R. L. de Temple, 1070 
P.S.&D. Barter Isid., Fairbanks, Alaska. 
(Be specific & checkable). 


CRUISE the Virgin - Windward - Leeward 
Islands aboard a charter yacht. Free 
literature. Write: Kit Kapp, Yacht Fair- 
winds, St. Thomas, Virgin Islands. 


WANTED BY HUNDREDS of skin divers 
and underwater spearfishermen!! Odd 

t, ble and serviceable. Notify 
them through the Divers’ Bulletin Board!! 





NEW $140 portable electronic depth find- 
er, range to 250 feet. Locates wrecks, 
fish, etc. $115 P. P. Also complete diving 
outfit. Must sell. Write: A. Barr, Jr., 
Barker, New York, for information. 


TRADE—Compound microscope, 4" drill 
and orbital sander for Desco diving gear. 
Grant W. James, 2303 N.E. 12th, Port- 
land, Oregon. 


FOR SALE — Elgeet 1.5 wide angle lens 
for any “C’ mount movie camera. New, 
never used. Original price $96.00; will 
sell for $75.00. Jack Waite, 7118 Moun- 
tain View, Apt. B, Huntington Park, Calif. 


FOR SALE—two brand new DivAir regu- 
lators with non-return valves, $35.00 
each. Jack Waite, 7118 Mountain View, 
Apt. B, Huntington Park, Calif. 


DO YOU HAVE a closet or garage full of 
good underwater equipment that you can’t 
possibly use or wear out during the next 
ten years? This column is the ideal place 
for unloading your extras. Quick and con- 
venient, just write out the items you have 
in paragraph form, add your name and ad- 
dress, count the words in multiply by 10c 
per word and mail to “Skin Diver’, Box 
128, Lynwood, California your check or 
money order in the correct amount and the 
letter. Just right for cleaning out that 
closet. 


FOREIGN DIVERS—Send me your rare 
shells, especially volutes and cones—pay 
you cash—subscription to this magazine— 
diving equipment. Write: R. O. Stotter, 
Imperial Beach, Calif. 


WANTED—late model 32 Cornelius com- 
pressor in good condition. Glynn Riley, 
5307 N. 73rd St., Milwaukee 16, Wis. 


Hand Operated Diving Outfit, Double Ac- 
tion Morse Bronze Pump Reserve Air Tank 
and Gauge 50 ft. Air Hose with Valves 
and Rebreather Full Face Mask Pocket- 
type weight belt less weights, 1 steel con- 
tainer. Price $100. Schwarz—464 King 
Ave.—Bronx 64, N. Y. 


FOR SALE—Pirelli vulcanized full suit. 
Used only once, $48.00. French Arbalete, 
deluxe four rubber model, 2 spears, one 
detachable head, all for $17.00. T. C. 
Show, 332 E. 228th St., Wilmington, 
Calif. Telephone TE 5-5182. 
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SELL GOOD AIR 5 
$200.00 


buys a 
Complete Air 
Charging Station 


Cornelius 3 cylinder, 3 
stage, compressor. 110 
volt AC heavy duty, 1 
horsepower motor. Cornelius filter trap and 
safety valve. Guaranteed to run cool, and 
produce cool air, even under 24 hour per 
day operation at 3000 pounds. Mounted on 
heavy steel base with gauge, hose and 
filler yoke. Thoroughly tested. 


R. D. GARRETT 
3471 Weidner Ave. 





Oceanside, New York 








NEED AN EXTRA TANK? 


38 cu. ft. 1800 P.S.1. high pressure air cylin- 
ders, new, in cartons, with CO? valve, filled 
with carbon dioxide. $12.95 each F.0.B 


Minneapolis, Minn. 
BOB TRAVIS KEAGLE, RT. 2, BOX 52, 








HOPKINS, MINNESOTA 
42’ Diving Cruiser 


(Fully Equipped) MARA y 


for SKIN DIVING and 
UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY 
Compressor Aboard for Unlimited Air Refills 
WINTER CHARTER RATE $85 
OWNER-SKIPPER MART TOGGWEILER 
Phone: Hemlock 49664 
400 Bolsa Ave., Seal Beach, Calif. 








TANKS 


250 cu. ft.—2265 P.S.1. 
Complete with valve—$69.50 Ea. F.O.B. 
Ingersoll Rand Compressor—$195.00 


AQUA SPORT DIVERS 


16015 E. 8 Mile Road., East Detroit, Mich. 
Almost everything for the Skin Diver 











GOV’T SURPLUS 


DEEP WATER GEAR 


AND SHALLOW - WATER SPECIALTIES 
complete stocks — catalog 20c 


M & E MARINE SUPPLY CO. 


P.O. Box 601-H Camden 1, N. J. 








Join Bahama Cruise 


140’ schooner sails from Miami to Bimini, 
Berry Islands, Nassau, Andros, Grand Baha- 
mas for 10 ‘days. Sail, spearfish, treasure 
hunt in the world’s clearest waters. 150 
covers all expenses. CAPT. MIKE BURKE, 
P.O. Box 1051, Miami Beach 39, Florida. 








EAR KLEER 


Compounded especially for the underwater diver. 
Makes ‘‘popping'’’ the ears simple in a matter of 
seconds—shrinks swollen membranes from colds, 


allergy, sinus, etc. 
Available at $1.50 from: 
Research Products 
P. O. Box 814 Manchester, N. H. 





NEW... 


UNDERWATER 
METAL 
LOCATOR 













Salvage Tre sure, 
Sunken Vessels, ables 
Outboard Motor 
Locator pinpoints ferr and 
‘ non-m; —s metals in f) sh or 
salt water. Eas -to-read ME 
E @ METER” supersensit: ¢ am 
plifier. Pressurized todepth upto | 
160 feet, weighs only 11) |! . sub 
— $545 net F.O.B. New York, lud 
ing batteries. Immediate delivery 


Brochures mailed on request 


Representatives in Principal Seap: 


BLUDWORTH MARINE | 


Division of KEARFOOT COMPANY, INC. 
1500 Main Avenue, Clifton, N. J. 


A SUBSIDIARY OF 








ELGIN DIVERS SUPPLY 
P. O. Box 285 Elgin, Ul. 
"Everything from a snorkel to a subma:ine 
We will convert your ‘‘DX"' to the new $1 4.95 


“‘DW"" including non-return mouthpiece 

We are offering a special purchasing card to all 
divers, good for one year, for the sum of $1.00. 
—tThis entities you to purchase any and al! equip- 


ment at a real buy. 
Catalog and price list 25¢ (refunded 




































Everything for Underwater . 
SATNES Ss 
Frogman Supplies 


Af 3722. N. Gero Ave., Chicago 41, tl 
z CATALOG AND LIST - 25¢ 
rvs Chicago Sport Divers Hdatrs. 


CANADIAN 
Divers Supply 


Supplies all Canada with a complete line of div- 
ing equipment at bargain prices. Famous diving 
lungs $92.00 and up. Mail orders filled C.O.D. 


BOX 157, STA. B. HAMILTON, CANADA 


AQUA-LUNG 
CLASSES 


Go Underwater and Really Live! 


“I will make a diver out of you.” 
Having taught over 4,400 novices 
to be confident lung divers, we 
guarantee that in one compact les- 
son, you too can start to “Really 
Live”! 


MEL'’S AQUA SHOP 


RIVIERA VILLAGE 


1911 So. Catalina Ave., Redondo Beach, Cal. 
FRontier 5-6714 
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THE FIRST 
SKIN DIVERS and 
SPEARFISHER MEN'S 


GUIDE TO 
AMERICAN WATERS 


By Hilbert schenck, Jr. 


s your complete an- 
—f to “Where do I go 
and what I find when 
| get ther All about 
best locati water tem- 
peratures. bility, bot- 
toms, Wr 8 shoals. 
reefs, and er detailed 
informati hown on 
area by are arts. Clear 
illustratior enable you 
to recogt he fish of 
all areas wealth of 
informati sources of 
equipment ir refilling 
stations. | and state 
jaws, and litions cov- ’ 
ering the rt. At your = 
diving st y dealer, ~~ 
bookstore send $1.75. —_ 


Cornell \ -ritime Press, Cambridge, Maryland 
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Ther oprene Wet Suits & Kits 
@ by SEA-NYMPH 


@ Made of thick, warm, 
THERMOPRENE 

@ One or two piece with full 
zippers and hoo: 


@ Custom cut to your size 
or stock sizes 


@ Zippers pre-installed in 
kits 
@ All seams bevel cut for 
easy assembly 
Suits from $49.95 
Kits from $24.95 
Sea-Nymph Mfg. Co. 
10771 Leffingwell Rd. 


Norwalk, Calif. 
Phone UNiversity 3-3559 








BOAT "JC" 


Operated year around, open boet or chart- 
er to all channel islands. Lagy | and 
eer open boat $6.00 per person. Leaves 
7:00 A.M. from Pacific Yacht Landing, 
Wilmington, California. 


Phones: TE, 4-9833 or LO. 9-6966 








CONNECTICUT 
SKIN DIVING HEADQUARTERS 
SALES RENTALS 
COMPRESSED AIR STATION 


UNDERWATER SPORTS INC. 
1751 PARK ST. HARTFORD 








SEATTLE SKIN DIVING 
HEADQUARTERS 
Aqua-Lung, Divair, Scott & Northill 
Bel-Agqua, Carib, Seal, Pirelli and 
Wet Suits 
Certified Air Refills 
All Types Fins, Masks and Guns 
Complete Line of Accessories 





* * * 


Puset Sound DiversCo. 


2520 WESTLAKE AVE., NO. 
“EATTLE 9, WASHINGTON 
‘So NEESER 


SKIN OIVER—May, 1957 























$5.95 CORNELIUS FILTER TANK $5.95 
Moisture separator, Surplus 
$5.95 ADAPTER $5.95 


Converts surplus Std. Oxy. tank valve to 
take Std. Diving Reg. Eliminates expensive 
div. valves. One adaptor, sufficient; changes 
from tank to tank in seconds. 

AMERMAN DIVER SUPPLY 
7307 S.E. 76th = Portland 6, Oregon 








DIVERS 


SEND FOR FREE CATALOG 
Skin Diving’s Most Complete 
Catalog, Yours for the Asking 

PARKER DISTRIBUTORS 
P. O. BOX 55, WILLIAMSBRIDGE STATION 


NEW YORK 67, N. Y 
Dept. 257 








DIVE IN THE FLORIDA KEYS 


with the Bartelt Brothers 
FOR BROCHURE WRITE THE 


SEAHORSE MOTEL 


Marathon, Florida 








LEARN 
Commercial Deep Sea Diving 
The enly Diving Training School, 
available te civilians in U.S. A spe- 
cialized field. 13 weeks course, ex- 
ceptional earnings. Write for infor- 
mation: AL MIKALOW, Director 
COASTAL SCHOOL OF DIVING 
8111 McArthur Bivd. Oakland, Calif. 











DIVERS! 
SAVE BY MAKING YOUR OWN RIG 


Compressor, 3-stage Cornelius, 32R series $ 48.50 


2-stage GE $ 24.95 
3-stage Ingersoll-Rand 
Mod. 3321 $275.00 
Conversion kit for Cornelius Compressor...$ 18.50 
Oil-Moisture Separators 
Cornelius Mod. 31 $ 6.50 
” 48 weneengye 8.50 
48 (New) ..$ 12.50 
Bracket, oil-moisture separator.......... —— 2 


Hi-pressure line, Aeroquip Mfr. w/fittings $0.40 ft. 

Hi-pressure tank, 61/2" x 23”, ICC within 
hydrostatic test date ..$ 17.50 

Webbing, 134 Nylon OD, 6000 Lb. test, 25¢ ft. 


All prices F.O.B. Kendall (Miami) Fla. 


KENDALL SURPLUS SALES 


P. O. Box 151 Kendall, Fla. 9928-77th Ave. 








SOLVE YOUR AIR PROBLEMS 


For i it we have Ingersoll- 
Rand, 3 pond peed, Charge your 
“Seventy” in 3.86 minutes to 2250 psi. 
These are no toys. Get a lifetime machine. 
Have your installation engineered, com- 
plete plans furnished. We have extensive 
stock of hard to get high pressure valves, 
fittings, tubing, etc. Write for details. 
McWHORTER ENGINEERING CO. 
P.O. Box 9014 e Birmingham 9, Ala. 














NEW JERSEY HEADQUARTERS 
FOR SKIN DIVERS 
Tanks filled with mountain air 
SALES RENTALS 


BOWCRAFT SPORT SHOP 


Route 22 Scotch Plains, N. J. 


e AQUA — CAM e 


UNDERWATER FLASH CAMERA 


Arm>se 





(Patented) 


Price $49.95 (Bat. Ex. $2.50) 
(Camera only $37.50—Flash gun only $12.50) 
Proven cast — “i construction for deep 


dives. Not Plas 
Larger 21/4,” x 34" B&W or Color Pictures. 
Powerful BC unit built into camera. 


Removable reflector for non flash use. 

Gun type sights for minimum parallax. 

#5 or +25 bulb. +620 film. Pressure valve. 
Send check or M O.. or see your local dealer 


Mfr. E.E. PETERSEN Dist. 


7055 Eastondale, Dept. SD, Long Beach 5, Calif. 


Suit KITS | 
A complete line of both wet end dry 


types made from the highest quality 
materials. 





2-ply gum rubber, dry type; new ma- 
terial contains 8% neoprene. Long 
suit, hood, boot and molded cuffs, 
$29.95. 


Foam neoprene wet type, seven heavy 
duty zippers are installed, long suit 
2-piece with heod, $34.95. 


WRITE FOR FREE BROCHURE AND 
MATERIAL SAMPLES. 


. 
| 
Box 1191 Lompoc, California 
| 


- 
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Dealer inquiries invited. 


LOMPOC SPORT DIVERS 








c 





1 HAVE AN UNLIMITED SUPPLY OF 


DUCK FEET 





Regular 
$8.95 


Available in black or gum rubber... 


MEL‘S AQUA SHOP 


Riviera Village FRontier 5-6714 
1911 So. Catalina Ave., Redondo Beach, Cal. 

















BE SURE TO CHECK 


“SHELL TROVE” 
ON PAGE 43 





meee a 


VIRGIN ISLANDS 
“Skin Divers’ Paradise” 
kk * 
SCUBA 
Sale - Rent - Service - Refills 
Most complete stock of 


Underwater Equipment in the 
Caribbean 


x« tk 


C. & M. CARON 


Main Street P. O. Box 315 
St. Thomas U. S. Virgin Islands 
¢ 


rrr rrr ooo) 
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Diving Equipment and ‘ 
Compressed Air Stations—a national 
listing to serve the local and travel- 
ing diver. Advertising rate is $30 for 
6 ads taken on a semi-annual basis—Jan. thru 
June and July thru Dec. Payment must accom- 
pany copy. Send all material to Compressed Air 
Stations, c/o Skin Diver, Box 128, Lynwood, Calif. 





All prices are for 70 cubic foot cylinders. Listed Alphabetically by States and Cities. 





ARIZONA 


SPORTS SPOT 

4226 E. Indian School Road 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Hours: 9-6 $1.25 


CALIFORNIA 


SUNLAND SPORTS LODGE 

332 North Canon Drive 

Beverly Hills, California 

Hours: 10-7 Mon.-Fri. 10-9 $1.25 


AL’S SPORTING GOODS 
Highway One at Pier 
Cayucos, California. ‘Phone 4 121 

°$ Sat. -Sun. Hol. $1.50; weekdays $1.25 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA SKIN DIVERS SUPPLY 
(Located et Compton Hardware Co.) 

226 E. Compton Bivd., Compton, Celif. 

Hours: 8:30-5:30. Fri. Till 9 $1.25 


KELPSUIT 

10927 Hawthorne Bivd. 

Inglewood, Calif. OR. 4-1040 

Hours: 8 to 8, Heavenly Air $1.25 


PARKER BOATS G MOTORS 

680 North Coast Bivd. (Hwy. 101) 

Laguna Beach, Calif. $1.50 
Hrs. 8-5 7 days a week 


DIVE ‘N’ SURF 

731 Pearl Street 

La Jolla, California 
Hours: 9-6 25 


PENGUIN, INC. 

6162 Atlantic Ave. 

Long Beach, California 

Hours: 9-7 $1.25 
UNDERWATER SPORTS SHOP 

5914 E. 2nd Street 

Long Beach, California 

Hours: 9:30 - 6:00, Open 7 days $1.25 
AQUA-DIVERS 

1901 Pac. Cst. Hwy. (Along the P.V. Hills) 
Lomita, California. DA. 6-6663 

Hours: 9-9, 7 days a week $1.25 
LOUIE THOMAS MARINE CENTER 

343 So. Atlantic Bivd. 

East Los Angeles AN 3-0974 

Hrs. 9 to 6, Tuesday G Friday to9 p.m. $1.25 
LYLE A. HOSKIN G SON 

Water Sports Eqpt. Co., Inc. 

1220 West. Coast Hwy. 

Newport Beach, Calif. 9-6 $1.50 
SPORTLAND 

406 South Lake Avenue 

Pasadena, California. Certified Air 

9-5:30 Mon.-Thurs.; Fri. 9-9:30 

DIVE ‘N’ SURF 

223 Hermosa Avenue 

Redondo Beach, California 

Hours: 9-6 1.25 

MEL’S AQUA SHOP 

1911 So. Catalina Ave. 

Redondo Beach, California 

Hours: 9:30-6:00 

STAN SHELEY 

1649 Willowhurst Ave. 

San Jose, California 

All hours $1.50 

VALLEY SKIN DIVER 

15206 Ventura ae 

Sherman Oaks, Calif 

Hrs: 10-6:30 70 cu. ft. $1.25 
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SAN DIEGO DIVERS SUPPLY, INC. 
4042 Midway Drive 

San Diego 10, California 

Hours: 9-8, 7 days a week Certified Air $1.25 
TEMPLE SPORTING GOODS 

9514 East Las Tunas (Certified Air) 
Temple City, Calif. ATlantic 6-38308 
Hrs: 9-6 — 9-9 on Mon. & Fri. 
WATER GILL PRODUCTS 

2547 Lincoln Bivd., EXmont 1-1210 
Venice, California 70 cu. ft. $1.25 
Week 9-5 G& 6-9; Sat.-Sun. 9-6 & 10-6 
Certified Air 


FLORIDA 
EARWATER PRODUCTS 
123 Seminole Street 
Bh on Fla. Phone 3-3145 
70 cu. ft. tank $1.50 
SEAHORSE MOTEL 
Marathon, Florida. 
24 hour service $1.50 
UNDERWATER SPORTS, INC.,G@ MAKO MFG. CO. 
2219 Biscayne Bivd. 
Miami, Florida $1.25 
PALM BEACH DIVERS SUPPLY 
623 So. Olive Avenue 
sist Palm Beach, Florida 


ILLINOIS 

CHICAGO OXYGEN THERAPY SERVICE 
1641 West Irving Park Road 

Chicago 13, III. 

Hours: 9-9 $2.00 
HOBBY DEN 

8546 S. Racine Ave. 

Chicago 20, Illinois 

Hours: 9-6; Sun. 8-11 a.m. $2.00 
SATNESS FROGMAN SUPPLIES 

3722 N. Cicero Ave. 

Chicago, Ill. $1.75 
Call PA-5-1114 

ED. ge mi ‘ reetannnes 

7928 N. 2nd 

Rockford, i. $1.50 
Hrs. 8-8 Sat. 8-6 Sun. 8-12:30 


OKLAHOMA 

CAPITOL HILL SPORTING GOODS 

2918 South Harvey 

Oklahoma City, Okla. 

Open Tues., Thurs., Sat. eve ‘til 8:30 

Also Sunday afternoon $1.50 


MARYLAND 

CONTINENTAL SKIN DIVERS LTD. 

2 West Chesapeake Avenue 

Baltimore 4, Maryland (Towson) 

Phone: Valley 3-4921 $2.00 


MICHIGAN 
A. j. SPORTSMEN SHOP 
18219 W, Seven Mile, KE. 4-2299 
Detroit 19 Michigan 
Hours: 3-9 p.m. $1.50 
ST. CLAIR DIVERS CO. 
ge E. Jefferson, Hrs.: 12-9 
Clair Shores, Mich. PR. 7-9 52 $1.50 
at Jefferson Bch. Marina, Lake St. Clair) 
THE SKIN DIVING SHOP 
20311 Fenkell Ave 
Detroit 23, Mich. KE 7-3995 
12-9 7 days $1.50 








ARE YOU A 
“SKIN DIVER" 
ADVERTISER? 


If not, here is your opportunity to have 
your skin diving equipment and compressed 
air advertised each month. A listing of 
your store name and address in the “Diy. } 
ing Equipment and Compressed Air Stq. 
tions" section of the magazine will present 
your facilities to divers all around the ne 
tion, and especially in your regior a 
this will enable them to plan their vaca 
tions and trips well in advance a» they 
will know where they may obtain addi. 
tional equipment and air for their --ubas, 
The monthly cost of the listing is +-ason- 
able and the dealers presently listed will 
vouch for the effectiveness of a cons. cutive 
listing month after month. Your listirg will 
also further establish your shop as . cen- 
tral headquarters for underwater swimming 
enthusiasts. 
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MINNESOTA 


JACK THE FROGMAN CO. 

5621 Harriet Ave. So. Minneapolis 

Air filtered four times 

24 hour service $1.50 
an4 SPORT SHOP 

1305 E. — St., Duluth 

24 hr. servic 

RA 4-1080 - RA 4-8367 - RA 4-2320 $1.50 


NEW JERSEY 

UNDERWATER SPORTS OF N. J. 

A complete line for skin divers 

426 Washington St. 

Orange, N.J. Hrs. 11-11 $1.50 
BOWCRAFT SPORT SHOP 

Breathe Mountain Air Wehavit 

Route 22, Scotch Plains, N. Jj. $2.00 
Westfield 2-0675 

RAMSEY OUTDOOR STORE INC. 

Route 17 Paramus, New Jersey 

| block from end of Garden State Parkway 
9 a.m. to 10 p.m, including Sunday ] 


NEW YORK 

FRANK’S SPORT SHOP 

430 E. Tremont Ave 

Bronx, New York $2.50 
CENTRAL SKIN DIVERS 

160-09 Jamaica Ave. 

0 New York 

ues.-Wed.-Thurs. till 7, Mon. & Fri., 10, Sat. 8 
GRODY’S LUGGAGE G SPORT SHOP 

342 South Salina Street 

Syracuse, New York Per tank 10c per | 00-libs. 
Daily 9: :30 to 5: 30; plus Mon. & Fri. to 9 p.m. 
RICHARDS AQUALUNG CENTER 

233 W. 42nd St. 

New York 36, New York 

Hrs. 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. $2.00 


TEXAS 

WATER SPORTS SUPPLY 

4350 W. University Bivd. 

Dallas, Tex. FL. 7-3184 

Hrs. 8-6 10c per 100 Ibs 


VIRGIN ISLANDS 
C. & M. CARON 












































































Main Street 

Saint Thomas, Virgin Islands 
Hours: 8:30- $2.00 
WASHINGTON 


PUGET SOUND DIVERS COMPANY 
2520 Westlake N. - AL. 8555 

Seattle 9, Washington 

Hours: 8-5:30 - Emergency SU 0449 

SEATTLE SKIN DIVING SUPPLIES 

4853 Calif. Avenue 

Seattle, Washington 

24 hours service Ph. AV. 5811 $1.50 


WISCONSIN 

CUDAHY AUTO PARTS CO. 
4186 S. Kinnickinnic Ave. 
Cudahy, Wisconsin. 

SPORT DIVER CORPORATION 
1523 West State St 
Milwaukee 3, Wisconsin 

Hours: 10 - 6 $1.95 
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Auli presents the new, ORIGINAL better-than-ever 
Rondine fins—the ultimate in self-propulsion! 


FIRST IN WATER SPORTS! 


tHe sensationa. CRESS] RONDINE* FINS 


ano RONDINE GIGANTE SUPER FINS 


preferred by every expert skin diver and sports diver in the world—makes all other 
professional-type fins obsolete — with all exclusive features now fully patented! 


Slt, U. S. PAT. NO. 2,737,668 


MeaTMes NOW AT SENSATIONAL NEW LOW 1957 PRICES! 
| CREATED AND PERFECTED BY THE GENIUS OF EGIDIO CRESS! OF GENOA, ITALY — FOR 20 YEARS 
| THE WORLD’S FOREMOST DESIGNER AND DEVELOPER OF UNDERWATER SPORTS EQUIPMENT! 


THE HEALTHWAYS-CRESS! RONDINE FIN IS NOW MANUFACTURED AND DISTRIBUTED IN THE 
UNITED STATES, EXCLUSIVELY BY HEALTHWAYS! CHECK THESE MANY EXCLUSIVE FEATURES, 
THEN BUY RONDINE FINS AND SEE FOR YOURSELF! 
1 Scientific Rondine design gives swimmer a straight line from knee to fin tip — yet 
allows foot to be held in comfortable natural position! 
2 New, bigger, more comfortable than ever, complete form-fitting foot enclosure 
protects foot from cuts and abrasions — allows diver to walk freely on ocean floor! 
Now with Healthways sensational new patented, adjustable instep lock-strap which 
insures perfect fit, maximum power and makes it virtually impossible to lose these 
fins!* 
Exclusive open-toe design gives amazing comfort — prevents toe cramping and 
eliminates strain and fatigue! 
The Rondine design permits lightness in weight, yet gives maximum fin-tip rigidity 
with increased maneuverability and 25 per cent greater speed than any other fin 
made! 
Rondine right and left fins are identical and interchangeable — making for con- 
venient and foolproof ease in use! 
ACCEPT NO SUBSTITUTE OR IMITATIONS IF YOU WANT THE 
ULTIMATE IN COMFORT, UTILITY AND PERFORMANCE! 


RONDINE FINS CAT.NO. SIZE SHOE SIZE RETAIL 
*Medi 7 
The fin that has captured the underwater eer 7 $7.95 
» 1331 *Medium-Large 7-9 $7.95 
sports world! The world’s finest! 25 percent a ta aa $8.95 
faster than any other make! The larger with adj. instep lock-strap 
Rondine fins in sizes Large (9-11) and 1335 X-Large 11-13 $8.95 
, with adj. instep lock-strap 
Extra-Large (11-13) come with Healthways 
sensational new patented, adjustable in- *Instep lock-strap not needed in sizes: 
-_ step lock-strap!* Med. (5 - 7) and Med. Large (7 - 9) 


RONDINE GIGANTE SUPER FINS 


The Healthways-Cressi Rondine Gigante Super Fin incorporates all the famous features 
of the exclusive patented Cressi Rondine design. A sensational demolition-type super size 
fin that gives tremendous power and amazing speed never before possible! Throughout 
the history of skin diving, underwater government services and experienced water sports- 
men have sought a fin like the Rondine Gigante — the fin that has everything — for the 
professional — the expert! Now it’s here — with the exclusive adjustable instep lock-strap. 


The Gigante is designed for use with rubber suits of all types — in two sizes to fit com- 
fortably any size foot with sox and boots! The Gigante fills the exacting needs of the 
experienced underwater sportsman — the military — professional! The lightest super size 
fin ever made—has unbelievable power- CAT.NO. SIZE SHOE SIZE RETAIL 
packed snap, speed, maneuverability, 1337 X-Large 11-13 $10.95 
comfort and projection never before ED, SND SN OaD 


1338 Giant Size 13-16 $11.95 


possible! with adj. instep lock-strap 





























Ask to see Healthways new, bigger, better-than-ever, complete line of water sports 
and sports diving equipment at your favorite sporting goods dealer! Many sensa- 
tional new items never before available! Write for free catalog! 


HEALTHWAYS —WORLD’S FINEST MOST COMPLETE LINE OF WATER SPORTS AND SPORTS DIVING EQUIPMENT ! cers 9 


® ares 669 SEVENTH AVENUE =p rms FO 
j ANGELES 18 CALORNIA 4? 





Deoler ond jobber inquiries solicited. 
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... THE NAVY UNDERWATER DEMOLITION TEAM FIN... 


SPEARFISHERMAN 
DUCK FEET FINS 
..- they float! 


Used by the U.S. Navy 
Underwater 

Demolition Teams, 

and preferred by experts 
everywhere, these 
famous fins 

need no 

introduction. 

DUCK FEET are 

the world’s finest. 
GIANT TYPE: $12.95 
STANDARD TYPE: $8.95 


DIVISION OF PACIFIC MOULDED PRODUCTS CO. 





SCUBA DIVER ~ 
DUCK FEET FINS 
... they float! 


= 


The world famous 
DUCK FEET fins 

as used by the 

U.S. Navy | 
Underwater 
Demolition Teams 
are now 

available in 

jet black 

pure gum rubber 
GIANT TYPE: $12.95 
STANDARD TYPE: $8.95 


Foal bow 





EXAMINE THE COMPLETE SWIMASTER LINE— 


SEND FOR ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE #10 











